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Introduction

Regardless of how you break it down, studying Chinese is an overly daunting task.
When people invest their time to study, they want to know that the material that
they are struggling to learn is used in public discourse. Over the past two and a half
years, | have had access to a cross section of Chinese life. I have lived with two
young Chinese professionals; had Chinese classmates, tutors and friends with
whom I spent time on both formal and informal occasions; worked in an all-Chinese
professional services firm; taught English to students aged 6-50; and conversed
with my older generation neighbors on a regular basis. Due to this complete immer-
sion, [ have been able to capture the contemporary nuances of urban Chinese. Ur-
ban Chinese: Mandarin in 21% Century China is a compilation of my notes which
will give the reader the vocabulary, and more saliently the usage necessary to effec-
tively operate in 21% Century China.

I started studying Chinese in the fall of 1998. At that time, like most foreigners,
the characters, tones, pronunciation, etc. overwhelmed me. What I did to overcome
these obstacles was subconsciously develop word association techniques that facili-
tated my learning process, utilizing Chinese strong logic, based on my native lan-
guage English. After all, when studying a foreign language, one cannot help but
use their mother tongue as a base, at least in the beginning stage. By breaking
down the meaning of each individual character, words became easier to learn, as I
was not memorizing a word, but an idea. These mnemonics also proved helpful
when learning grammar.

Throughout the course of my studies, I have been a very diligent note taker. If I
heard a new word, I would write it down and the next time I met with my tutor,
we would go over how I could apply it into my everyday vocabulary. Indeed, these
techniques have made it possible for me to attain a high level of proficiency, some-
thing that I thought would never happen when I commenced my studies. In fact, a
Chinese language teacher at Tsinghua University learned of my experience and in-
vited me to lecture on the very techniques introduced here.

I began working on this project after a few of my classmates expressed their dissat-
isfaction with their Chinese learning materials, and suggested that I explore the op-
tions of publishing my notes. My sincere hope and belief is that Urban Chinese will
satisfy their and your demands.

Gerald Scott Klayman
Beijing, 2001



Structure

Urban Chinese is broken down into five sections. The first section, Pinyin and
Tones provides the reader training wheels for learning Chinese. Based upon stan-
dard American English, the pinyin component will present similarities to which
speakers of English can relate. The tones section will outline and explain the tones
of Chinese, providing tips and practice exercises.

Section Two, Radicals, reveals the logic and meanings of the most commonly used
radicals, the components that are mixed and matched like puzzle pieces to form Chi-
nese characters.

The third section, Category Usage Dictionary, provides the most frequently used
words on topics such as the body, business, cabs and directions, colors, countries
and country leaders, education, electronics, emotions and feelings, foods and
restaurants, hobbies, holidays, language study, telling time, vehicles, weather and
Chinese zodiac signs.

Learning the stories behind Chinese idioms is a great way of deepening your under-
standing of the Chinese culture while also expanding your vocabulary. In Section
Four, Idioms, the background stories of 25 idioms are told along with an example
sentence that will enable the student to use the idiom in public discourse.

Section Five, Slang, will provide the student with the “real” language that is not
printed in textbooks, but is said as much as, if not more than, the material that is.
Each entry has undergone a usage test. Only if a majority of the people questioned
use the word, was it selected. Examples with the “Chinglish” formula are used to
guarantee the student complete understanding and usage.

Lastly, throughout the book, there are backgrounds and words of some of China’s
most commonly referenced personages including Lei Feng, Da Shan, Norman
Bethune, etc., which will give the reader a basic understanding of why these per-
sons are brought up today.
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2 Pinyin

The Pinyin Romanization System

English has a phonetic alphabet, which enables the reader to pronounce with rather
certainty a never-seen-before word even if he/she does not know the meaning. Chi-
nese, on the other hand, is an ideographic language, meaning that if the reader has
not studied the character, he/she probably will not be able to read it. In order to
facilitate the learning process for Chinese and foreign students of Chinese alike, an
official international transcription system was introduced by the Chinese govern-
ment in the 1950s. This system, called pinyin, which in Chinese means pin—
spell and yin —sound, constitutes your training wheels for Chinese.

FINALS

1. Simple vowels

like ‘a’ in ‘father’

like ‘ur’ in ‘fur’

i  like ‘i’ in ‘bin’

like ‘0’ in ‘or’

like ‘u’ in ‘flute’

place your lips as if you were going to whistle and pronounce ‘ee’ , like
‘“u’ in ‘lune’ (French pronunciation)

er like ‘ar’ in ‘are’

()

c:Cc O

2. Compound vowels

ai like ‘y” in ‘fly’

ao like ‘ow’ in ‘cow’

el like ‘ay’ in ‘say’

ia like ‘ya’ in ‘yard’

ie like ‘ye’ in ‘yesterday’

iu like ‘yo’ in ‘yolk’

iao like ‘i’ in ‘bin’ plus ‘ow’ in ‘cow’
ou like ‘ow’ in ‘blow’

ua pronounced like wah

ui like ‘way’ in ‘sway’



Pinyin 3

uo like the word ‘war’
uai like the word ‘why’
e like ‘u’ in ‘lune’ (French pronunciation) plus ‘e’ in ‘yesterday’

3. Nasal finals

an like ‘an’ in ‘and’

ang like ‘a’ in ‘father’ plus ‘ng’ in ‘long’
en like ‘en’ in ‘stolen’

eng like ‘en’ in ‘stolen’ plus ‘ng’ in ‘long’
ong like ‘o’ in ‘worn’ plus ‘ng’ in ‘long’
in like ‘in’ in ‘bin’

ing like ‘ing’ in ‘sitting’

ian like the word ‘yen’

iang  like the word ‘young’

iong  like ‘i’ in ‘bin’ plus ‘o’ in ‘worn’ plus ‘ng’ in ‘long’
uan like ‘wan’ in ‘swan’

uang like ‘u’ in ‘flute’ plus ‘a’ in ‘father’ plus ‘ng’ in ‘long’

un like ‘u’ in ‘flute’ plus ‘en’ in ‘stolen’
ueng like ‘u’ in ‘flute’ plus ‘ng’ in ‘long’
tan after j, g, and X, like ‘u’ in ‘lune’ (French pronunciation) plus ‘an’ in
‘and’
{n like ‘un’ in ‘lune’ (French pronunciation)
INITIALS
b like ‘p’ in ‘speak’

like ‘p’ in ‘peak’
like ‘m’ in ‘me’
like ‘f’ in ‘fast’
like ‘t’ in ‘state’
like ‘t’ in ‘tea’
like ‘n’ in ‘need’
like ‘I’ in ‘let’

like ‘g’ in ‘game’
like ‘k’ in ‘keep’
like ‘h’ in ‘he’
like ‘i’ in ‘jeep’
like ‘ch’ in ‘check’
like ‘sh’ in ‘shirt’
like the ‘ds’ in ‘fads’
like ‘ts’ in ‘nuts’

ON X O — T X@Q — 3 —+Q ™30



4 Pinyin

s like ‘s’ in ‘sir’

zh like ‘j’ in ‘jeep’

ch like ‘ch’ in ‘cheese’
sh like ‘sh’ in ‘shy’

r like ‘r’ in ‘raise’

When pronouncing ‘zh’, ‘ch’, ‘sh’ and ‘r’, curl the tongue over and press it onto
the roof of the mouth to create retroflex sounds.

When ‘i’ appears after retroflexed consonants ‘zh’, ‘ch’, ‘sh’ and ‘r’, it is al-

ways pronounced like ‘r’.

When ‘i’ appears after ‘z’, ‘c’ and ‘s’, it is always pronounced like ‘z’.

Tones

1st Tone 3
&w%%m%%

2nd Tone B 4thTone - neutral Tone
S - SBECIIONS B o Names

Chinese is a tonal language, which means that the tone of your voice changes the
meaning of the word. For instance, if you say mai in the third tone, it means to
buy, but in the fourth tone means to sell. Tones are by far the biggest obstacle con-
fronted by foreigners when studying Chinese. Getting your tones down early in
your studies will pave the way for future success. And, not placing enough impor-
tance on your tones will lead to frustration. Chinese ears are very sensitive to tones.
So if your tones are not accurate, more often than not, they will not understand
you. As time goes on, the tones will become more and more natural.

If asked, most Chinese will say that there are only four tones in Mandarin Chinese,
but actually there are five. The first tone is flat and high-pitched and is conveyed by

a

The second tone is the rising tone and is conveyed by a . Your voice starts out low
and rises, kind of like the intonation of your voice when you are asking a question.
Notice the difference in your voice when you say these two sentences: “He is coming
and “He is coming here?” Another hint is to make your voice explode up-

’

here.’
wards.
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The third tone starts at a low pitch and then rises. It is conveyed by a ~ . The
secret to the third tone is to make a dip or pause in the voice. The second and third
tones are the hardest for foreigners to conquer, as they are the most similar. If your
voice does not go directly up when pronouncing the second tone, it very likely will
be mistaken for the third tone.

The fourth tone starts out high and then sharply declines, similar to the situation
when you are speaking in a shrewd manner. Shut up! It is conveyed by a * .

The tone that Chinese often forget is the silent tone, or neutral tone. The neutral
tone, which has no tone mark, is the easiest to pronounce, as the speaker just
needs to speak in his normal voice inflection.

Tonal Changes

There are a few words in Chinese whose tones are dependent upon the tone of the
character by which it is followed. The most common four are yi(one), qi(seven),
bd(eight)and bl(no). If the word following these words has a first, second or
third tone, the bl and YT are pronounced in the fourth tone. If the following word
carries a fourth tone, the bl or the yT is pronounced as a second tone. The following
are the examples of yT and bu:

won't ‘drink buxing not ainght

When there are consecutive third tones, the tone of the first character automatically
becomes a second tone while the tone of the second character stays a third tone. In
theory this sounds rather difficult, actually as you will see, this is the natural shape
that your voice will take when pronouncing consecutive third tones.
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Tonal Exercises
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Radicals

There are around 200 separate components or radicals, as they are referred, that
are mixed and matched to form new characters. The characters are, however, pen-
etrable if you can break down the meaning of each radical. Below are the meanings
of the most commonly seen radicals and examples containing them. Please note that
Chinese characters have been utilized for over four thousand years and the meanings

of many Chinese radicals have their roots in ancient China.

Vad
1) E&X bdogaitbu roof (protection)
58 wan whole, intact % Xian constitution
T an safe x jia home
2) IR IF3% beizipang money
® pin poor .3 tan to covet
i1 huo goods it mao  trade
3) r JRF3F bingzipang illness
i Qi cancer ] tong ache, pain
] bing illness AE zhéng  disease
4) BFk clozitbu grass
3¥ ping apple k] putdo grapes
yid hua flower x cha tea
5) § EF5 chézipang vehicle
B Iin wheel L] liang MW" for vehicles
L1} gui track (RR) W zhéu axle
6) m M3 chongzipang insects
% 4 zhanglang cockroach AL 7S zhizht spider
LIS mayi ant Lif v hadié butterfly

* MW for Measureword




Radicals

7) IJ 3713 iddopang cutting tool

il xing punishment # ti to cut

il jian sword Ell xido to peel (apple)
8) ﬁ BFF guizipang ghosts

# han soul B mod devil

& yan nightmare iR po spirit

9) * KFZE hézipang grain or crops

Bk giu fall h yang seedling

i zhdng to plant ® jiad crops

10) F 5 huzipang door

B fangzi house i sud MW for buildings
B qi to initiate BETT  faiyé  title page

11) "A} X% gézipang weapon

4 zhan war B wei might

251 IV to kill, to slay &  rong  military

12) % kEE nuszdpang fire

& kdo to bake i yan smoke

I pao cannon, firecracker 74 tdng  hot

13) ARY) mﬁ;f% sidiandi fire

& zht to boil 7& zhéng to evaporate
20 shd well-done = jido burnt, charred
14) % %5  [Inzipadng metal

i gang steel % tié iron

57 gian money 5 yin silver




10 Radicals
15) ﬁ JT¥3%  [InZipang axe
7 fi axe By zhdn to chop
16) m M58 |[inzipang cloth
) fan canvas 4 %] shabu gauze
TEIR  qgizhl  banner [} mao hat
17) R O3 kduzipang mouth
17 cht to eat m X1 to suck
#H1R  gdosu to tell ¥  wén to kiss
18) {  WAK lidngdianshul  ice
K bing ice % dong to freeze
% 18ng  cold & liang © cool
19) jJ S1F5E  lizipang strength
%) gong achievement 3l dong to move
5 [ele} labor B yong brave
20) B L5 mdazipang horse _
g I donkey i3 téng to gallop
L4 tub  camel = ma horse

\ v _N ’
21) * KFF  mizipang rice
G zhou porridge >3 gao cake
# fén flour A I grain; MW for grains
22) * AKFFE  mizipang tree or wood
R chudng bed ] **4 cailiqo materials
B giGo bridge 5 chai firewood
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23) E HF3 muzipang eye

AR yan eye 7 du to witness
b l&i tears fif shui  to sleep
24) Pa 5F 3% nidozipang bird

it ming to chirp pic) i chicken

5 ya duck i3 ying eagle

25) 4’ HZESE nilzZipang cattle

&4 nid cow 22t IGo enclosure for animals
¥ gt bull B4  xinit  rhinoceros
26) ;l L3 nizipang woman

U jian to rape i du envy

B jiao lovely, tender i3 hin  to marry

= — o

27) B BFF gngzipang blue or green

H ging blue or green i jing quiet

28) z KR35 fanquanpang  animal with claws

¥ gdu  dog WiF shizi  lion

T mao cat ¥®F houzi monkey
299 B B=E®E izpang sun

) wdn night B z3o morning
L] ming  bright I ging  sunny
30) T NFSF  shizipang rites

& fd happiness L 1] rite, ceremony
¥ ddo to pray

" hud misfortune
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31) :7 = 87K sandidnshul water

L jiang river pes yang ocean
i hdi sea # ha lake

32) E AFE  shizipang stone .

& zhudn brick v kuang mine
fid ying hard B mo millstone
33) ? BF5  shizipang food

" yin drink (%4 e to be hungry
R fan meal 2l bdo to be full
34) é L2425  jiGosipang silk or thread

ic 4 féng to sew & chou silk

L] juan thin rough silk @ sheng  rope

35) * F£F3% tishdupang hand(usually a verb)

EiTA 1a to pull i3 tur to push

17 dd  to hit, to play, etc. b réng to throw
36) B HFESE  tianzipang field

B fu rich (wealth from crops) #* jie boundary
H md  acre (Chinese unit) B nén  man, male
37) } +F3 tuzipang ground

ht zht address puil mai to bury

< rang  soil N chén  dust

38) } EF5 wangzipang king or jade

g2 huéng emperor 2 zhén treasure
! wang look for ahead b5 3 zhu pearl




Radicals

39) ey DFIE Xxinzidi heart
i zhi ambition 2 rén to bear
h158 zhdng faithful B én benefit

40) 'r 2.5 shixinpang heart

1z yi to recall 1A pa to be afraid
13t yué to be happy {3 han  to regret

v

41) 1 FF%¥ yanzipang words

gL shud to speak F shi poem

1A ci words s jidng  to speak
42) ﬁ WF3  yézipang head

] jing neck i ding apex, acme
B ji4 cheek 5 é forehead
43) Z‘ KF5  yizipang clothing

i3 kU pants B gln skirt

% wa  socks % shGn  garment

44) B HHTJT] ydu'érddo town, geography

2R jido suburbs # bang nation
a1 du capital R bl department
45) ﬁ fiF 5%  ylzipang fish
2 e crocodile % tin scales
%  sha shark B, sai fish gills
I N v ox .

46) M3k yuzitéu rain

Xue snow %= wl fog
& 1&i thunder 1 bdo  hail
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47) H WHZE rouyuépang body

i tuf leg A ndo brain

iiva lidn  face i fei lungs
Foke

48) MFEk  zhizitbu bamboo

BT kudizi chopsticks 5 gan pole

Z bi pen (ancient times) #H xidng  box

49) :J’ . FFF  zizipang son

Fh sun grandchild # hdi child

Zu yun pregnant # xido  filial piety

50) l_ EZIE  zduzhidi walking motion

23 tao to escape i) zhut to follow, to pursue

% song  to send off, to deliver & guod to pass by (walking)

51) ﬂ RFEFE  z0Zipang foot
it pdo to run Bk tido to jump
28 cai to step on i) gui to kneel
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16 Measure Words

Measure words, or noun classifiers, are one of the biggest problems facing
English native speakers when studying Chinese. The reason is simple. The number
of English classifiers is relatively small and the classifiers that do exist are not
thought of in the same way as they are in Chinese. As a result, the concept of giv-
ing every noun a classifier takes some time to digest.

In the English sentence, “I have 3 bottles of beer”, the word bottle classifies beer.
In the corresponding Chinese sentence, & = Jffi M E (W3 ydu san ping pijit),
the word #i (ping) also classifies beer.

However, if you want to say “I have three books” in Chinese, you must add a mea-
sure word for books, FH =445 (wd ydu san bén shi), 2 (bén) being the clas-
sifier for books.

Below are the meanings of the most commonly used measure words and some of the
words that they classify.

[ i ba something with a handle
=4 san bd san three umbrellas
W T/ T] liang ba dao/jiGndao two knives/ pairs of scissors
P HE 41 RL/ B ling b& ydoshi/ sud two keys/locks
2] bao pack or package
VAR lii bdo yan six packs of cigarettes
R T liing bdo binggan two packs of cookies
AN béi drinks already in cups
PR AT SR/ 3% | liting béi k&l&/chd two cups of coke/tea




Measure Words

17

& pen

. books, magazines, dictionaries, but not newspa-

i pers

ANA R/

i 1iU bén cidian/shi

DU N/ B 6

i sl bén xidoshud/zazhi

i six dictionaries/books

{ four novels/ magazines

A bi sums of money, pieces of business

— R/ A yi bl qian/shourl a certain amount of money/income
—E4EE yi bl shengyi a business deal

&R bu movies, telephones

PRI/ B ling bl dianhud/ dianying two telephones/ movies
% chang recreational events, downfall

—%W/5 yi chdng yu/xué one rainfall/snowfall
— Gt 3/ yi chdng bisdi/ dianying one game/movie

= céng floor of a building

NEH lit céng 16u a 6-story building

— B yi céng hut one layer of dust

2] dai ' bags

ANARK/ H

lit dai mi/mianfén six bags/sacks of rice/flour
EESEES lidng dai pinggud two bags of ap.ples
i di drops of a liquid
— % /K yl dT han/shut | one drop of sweat/water
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M | ding caps or hats

P TR B8 5 liang ding mdozi ! two hats

E% duan length of time or distance

— BB yi dudn [0 a segment of road

— EX A [a] yi dudn shijian a period of time

—E1E Ly duan hud i a few words

M dur articles in pile, sometimes presumably messy
— W 3% 91 dut 1T a pile of rubbish

—HEFE L yi dut zuodye a pile (ton) of homework
W din meals

— WK yi dun fan A one meal

% fén jobs, different types of magazines and newspapers
B L | liang fén gongzud two jobs

three types of magazines/news-

SHrsE/ A | san fén zazhl/baozhi

| papers
# feng written messages sealed in an envelope
W5/ | lidng féng xin/dianbdo two letters/ telegraphs
B fi painting, clothing, silk

1
)
=l

i san fa hua | three paintings
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Bl fo | pair, things that are complimentary to each other

— B IRBE/Fh T yi f yanjing/paképai

Eone pair of glasses/deck of

i cards

The scope of gé is the widest of all measure words.

i In fact, it can pretty much be used and understood

for every noun. However, the more measure words
you know, the better your Chinese will be.

ATA li ge rén six persons

=R san ge pinggud three apples

[EROZN:N | lidng ge xiGoshi | two hours

—NEE yi ge gushi one story

_ stick-shaped items, such as the pencil, single
] igén .
: i matches, lollipops

ISR K S | lil g&n hudchdi ' six matches

=R/XHE san gén/zhi gidnbi three pencils

AR | wil gén bangbangtang | five lollipops

. . P used to refer to the number of times oﬁe
R/El/# i ci/hul/tang

does something

have (has) been there for 6

ETAHE . qule 1o hui L
i i times
I i the people of the family, stores, companies,
R sa H
i banks, etc.
—Z®A yi jia rén an entire family

=XKHIE/AH san jid shangdian/ gongst three stores/companies
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38 jia aircraft
—ZERA yi jid feijt an airplane
—EFHL | i jia zhishengfT ' a helicopter
[3) jian room
— [6] 55 18] |yl jian fangjian | a room
— @A E | yi jian bangdngshi ' an office
% jian article, piece
— KR/ ALY yi jian ytfu/liwl one piece of clothing/gift
— = yi jian shi one piece of business
G ju sentences
[RGIRG lidng ju hud two sentences
# judn roll
—BES -yl judin jidojudn - a roll of film
— BT UK yi judn shouzhi a roll of toilet paper
32 ke trees, head of vegetables
Y AR 4 si ké shu four trees
—#KHEE |yl ke dabaicd . one head of cabbage
£ ke round-shaped items
NEEER il k& xingxing six stars
=FiEE san ké huasheng three peanuts
BB F liing k& ya two teeth
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time W

% ke 15-minute unit of
=214 san ké zhong forty-five minutes
O kdu number of people in a family
; There are three people in m
TRX=DO A, | WS jia san kdu rén. Lo peop g
; : ; family.

P piece, lump, chunk, also a colloquial term for
B kudi i

i i RMB yuan
PO B 3 3 si kudi boli four pieces of glass
T % | shi kudi zhuan | ten bricks
=RGRN san kudi gidokell three pieces of chocolates
—HFR yi kudi shdubido ' one wrist watch
P B % lidng kudi gidn ¥2.00 (two pieces of money) |
17 lud a neatly ordered stack or pile j
— P yi lud shi a pile of books
i1 mian flat, sheet-like items
PS5 T . liang midn jingzi two mirrors
“HEE san mian gudqi three national flags
5y méi small, delicate articles
PR 7 15 | liang méi jigzhi | two rings
I e B & | sl méi xiinzhdng ' four badges
— R BE T . yi méi yingbi : one coin
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& ming respectful term for people
WAy N 225 si ming daxuéshéng three university students
& | pan cassettes or disc
[CER % lidng pan ciddi two cassette tapes
7 pén things held in a basin or a container
=#K san pén shul three basins of water
Pk lidng pén hua | two pots of flowers
i tdng barrel that holds liquids
AT R AT / 1R ling tong pltaojill/ giydu two barrels of wine/gas
B pian papers, articles or reports
=EXE/MHME s@n pidn wénzhdng/baogdo three articles/reports
R pian | area
— B BRAK/ E b yi pian sénlin/ctodi ia forest, grassland
¥ | ping | bottles
B /KoK | liang ping jid/ gishul | two bottles of alcohol/soda
A2 qi for negative occurrences
—RER yi gi chéhud a car accident
=] shou songs
— B yi shdu gé a song




Measure Words

p3's shudng pair

— W FE/ R E yi shudng shdu/yanjing a pair of hands/eyes

— /T yi shuang xié/ wazi a pair of shoes/socks

B sou boats or ships

— 8 M yl sOu chudn a ship

E tao set, apartment

—ERfk yi tdo xifl a suit

—ENE yi tdo gongyl an apartment

=1 tdi electronic appliances

BB R/ TEIHL liGng t&i dianndo/ dayinjt two computers/ printers

3 tido long and narrow things

=&E/B san tido jie/ It three streets/roads
W&/t ling tiGo yGi/shé two fish/snakes
DU Skt F si tido kuzi four pairs of pants
— &/ BB yi tido ming/ wéiba one life/ tail

% tou certain animals

=L/ * san téu zhi/nid three pigs/cows
[P L lidng tou ludtuo two camels

iz wei people (showing politeness)
=MEEFER san Wéi_kéxuéji(_l three scientists

DY o B2 si wei jidoshou four professors
AL T AR IF lil wéi gdongchéngshi six engineers
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] ye | pages of paper
=RRA san yé kébén three pages of text
3k | zhang ' flat objects
=R/ BB sdn zhang zhi/ zhaopidn three sheets of papers/pictures
VO 5K 5T si zhang zhuozi four tables
— 3k he | yi zhang lidn ' a face
= zhi some farm animals
WRE/HE/E liGng zhi ji/yad/yéng two chickens/ducks/sheep
-2 zht long straight things
WX/ NE ST zhT gia@nbi/ gangbi : four pencils/pens
=XHH s@n zhi meigui three roses
23 Zuo large structure
— E#/ 1L yi zud giGo/shan a bridge/ mountain
— B 3 T | yi zud chéngshi a city
— A yi zud jinianbéi a monument
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Chinese words are composed of one, two or more characters. In order to emphasize
the meaning of each individual character, we have separated each word by marking
the characters that make up the word with a specialized Song typeface. Because
there is no space between Chinese words, without this doing so. one would not be
able to determine when one word ends and when a new word begins. For instance
one would not be able to differentiate between & (wd), KR (wd shi), A=
(wd shi méi), etc. By this, we know that & by itself is a word composed of only
one character. Because #& is only one character and is not marked specially, we
know that £ by itself is a word. Because £ [E is marked specially, we know that
it is one word composed of two characters.

(I, am, American)

BREEA.

W& shi Méigubrén,

-+ I am an American.

For instance, if asked the first word that comes to mind after hearing the three
words, “changing”, “color”, “dragon”, most would say the word “chameleon”,
which is in fact a changing color dragon. In Chinese, bidn = change, sé = color,
and 16ng = dragon, when put together forms the word bidnséléng, or chameleon.
While the word chameleon is not often used, the logic behind it makes it difficult
for the student to forget. How about “electric” + “brain” = computer, “basket” +
“ball” = basketball, “suck” + “pipe” = straw, “rent” + “vehicle” = cab?

While this formula does not work for every word, it works for enough words to
make it worthwhile for the student to learn. For those words where the
“Chinglish” formula did not work perfectly, or did not work at all, obviously noth-

ing was provided.

This formula is also effective in learning grammatical structures as the student can
use their mother tongue to compare, and then in their mind translate into Chinese.

guages, loan words.
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KBRLBER,

(W0 méi jianguo Mo Zédd
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Chapter V

CATEGORY DICTIONARY
| 4y 2K A H



Hobbies
z ¥

(you, have, what, hobbies) '

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" What are your hobbies?

Q wHfARE? e
Ni you shénme aihdo?

(1, like, )

.......,.....‘ ....................................................................... I llke

A) EER_______ O
W0 xihuan

bt pdobd bar hopping, clubbing

(they, every, MW, weekend, all, bar hop) .

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" . They go bar hopping every weekend

fib 118 R ER R '

Tamen méi ge zhoumo dou paoba.

21T : | pengrén cooking

(she, very, excel at, cooking) .Sh 4 k.

................................................................................... e is a verv zood coo

WREREE, T R

Ta hén shanchang péngren.

{jump, disco)

B bengdi disco dancing

...........................................................................................................................................................................

ﬁﬁlmg | fang féngzheng  flying kites
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Hobbies
(garden, art)
mZ yuanyi gardening
F‘Eﬁ OK kala OK karaoke

(very, many, Chinese, young people, like, )
sing, karaoke) i A lot of Chinese youth love

.................................................................................... ka raoke.

Hén dud Zhonggud de nidngingrén xihuan chang kala OK.

going

(listen, music)

blltisT blues
gudian classical
xiangcun country
juéshi jazz
WAT liixing pop
AL shudchdng rap
vy yéogln rock and roll
(raise, pets)
??7&'% yang chdngwll pet raising
(play. bridge, cards)
}Tﬁ% | da gidopdi playing Bridge
(play, Chinese chess)
"F%{ﬂi .......... xia xiangqi playing Chinese chess

TR A% da mdjiang . playing mahjong
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(play, English, cards)

T4 5 e | d& puképa . playing Poker

(play, encirclement, chess)

EMR/ HEE kan xidoshud / zazhi reading novels / magazines
(sports)

(health, beauty, exercise)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Zih quanijt boxing
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(English)

ik 72 pdobu run
(slip, board)
N2l hudbdan skateboarding

K  shudijiGo  wrestling
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woO tebié xthuan d

(play, feather," ball)

FTHER da yumaoqil playing badminton

(play, stick, ball)

ﬂ‘%ﬂz ........................................... débangq'u .............................. playmgbasebau ...........................
.(play, basket, ball)

TER dalangn playing basketball
(play, English, ball)

mEBER da baolinggia | going bowling |
(play, English, ball)

HTRIR KR dagaoerfigia playing golf |

(play, ice, ball)

FTHEER da pdiqil playing volleyball
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(collect, stamp)

£ jiybu i stamp collecting
{on, Net)
EM shangwdang surfing the Internet

(on, Net, talk about, the Heaven)

& taijiqudan Taiji, shadow boxing

(Park, in ,every day, morning, all, have, ’ o )
old people, play. Taiji) + Every morning in parks, there are many

NEREREREE AT KBRS, |

Gongyudn li méi tian zdochén dou you [Gorén da tdijiquan.

old people doing Taiji.

i 1% IGybu traveling

(play, game)

HHY kan dianshi watching TV

(stroll, street / stroll, mall)

i/ BERS guang jié / gudang shangchdng window-shopping

The way that people spend their free time can tell a lot about a country. Below is a
list of the most commonly practiced hobbies in modern China.
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flying kites

hacky sack

hide and seek

jumping rope

watching television and movies

collecting Pokeman cards

Adults

_eendéers an
Chinese chess
Disco

flying kites
karaoke i
mahjong, Chinese board game |
playing cards

shopping (mainly women)

sports: badminton, basketball, bowling, pingpong, pool, soccer, swimming, etc.
traveling

watching television and movies

The same as teenagers and adults providing their health permits
Taiji, shadow boxing

Walking in the morning with their birdcage in hand ( Sounds strange, but it is true,
especially in the north!)



Numbers

B F

z ling L0

- yi / yao”* 1

* When reading a telephone number, one is preferably read as yao instead of y1. This rule
also applies to room and bus numbers that have over three digits.

—/™ %ér/ liang ™ 2

* When 2 appears in the zero or tens place, it should be read er. 2 ér, 12 shi'ér, 22 érshi’ér.
In the hundreds place, both &r and liang can be read. 200 ér / lidng bdi, 2,222 liGnggidn ér
/ liangbai érshi’er.

In the thousands place and above, lidng should be read. 22, 222 liangwan lianggian ér /
liangbdi érshi’er.

In front of a measure word, 2 should be read li@ing, except before B (lidng), when it is
read ér.

% liang liang che, MR ér liang mifan

= san 3 |+ qr 7
1Y si 4 AN ba 8
En wi 5 i jit 9
75 lid 6 + shi 10
(ten, one)
+—‘ ........................................... Sh,y, ............................. 11 ........................
ten, two
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(ten, three)

U PRI PPN SRR SER R R b Rttty

...........................................................................................................................................................................

—H—1 yibdi yishi 110
(one, hundred, one, ten, one)
—A—t— L yibdi yishiyT 111

(one, hundred, twenty)

—"=+ . yibai érshi 120

(nine, hundred, nine, ten, nine)

............................................................................................................................................................................

—F . yiqian : 1,000

(one, thousand, zero, twenty)
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(one, thousand. three, hundred)

—F=(H)  yigian san(bdi) 1,300

(nine, thousand, nine, hundred, ninety, nine)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

ATFRE LR | jiigian jiubai jigshijin | 9,999

In Chinese, the comma is placed after the fourth number as opposed to the third
number in English. Regardless of how many zeros there are before a number, only
one zero is read (except to the right of a decimal point).

(one, ten thousand)

—% yiwan 11,0000 (English 10,000)
(one, ten thousand, zero. three hundred)
—HE=H yiwn fing sanbdi | 1,0300 (10,300) |
(two, ten thousand, seven, thousand)
wELE) itngwan qi(gian) | 2,7000 (27,000) |
(three, ten thousand, zero, three)
=hiE= sanwanfingsan | 3,0003 (30,003)
Gory enthowsand)
It i sishi wan - 40,0000 (400,000)
{one hundred, ten thousand)
—Er yibdi wan 100,0000_(1,000,000) |
(three, hundred million)
=% sy 3,0000, 0000 (300, 000, 000)
%mdl& .......................................... fourth .............................................

To make an ordinal number, add di in front of a number.

(zero, decimal point. seven)
BhEL ' ling dian g7 0.7
O) 7

300 ocv Om
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(zero, decimal point, zero, zero, four)

RHEZIY . ling didn Iing ling si 0.004
(three, division, of, one)
=4z— . san fén zhT yT $1/3

(hundred, division, of , fifty)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

=XHp2z— san ydu si fén zhT yT 3

(ten, eight, and, nine, division, of, seven)

FAX NG ZE shib@ you jill fén zhi g7 | 1824

{(nine, is, three, three, times )

NREMZAE. Jll shi sGn de san bei, | 9 is three times 3. |
=mmEFt sanjia of déngyd i | 3v4=7
s ; - jlcnlludengyu3|10—6:4 ..............................
ERASF=+ | whohéng lid déngyd sanshi | 5x6=30 |
—FBMHSFE | ybai ohlyl srshi déngyl wi | 100520=5 |

(you, this year, how many, year / how | How old are you? (ji sui le is used

old) - when asking children their age, while
....................................................................................... i dud da is used when asking teenagers
Q) HAEILY / ZK? and up.)

Ni jinnidn ji sui / dud da?

(1, this yeaf, 6 years old / 18)

A) RAEAS / A,

Wd jinnidn 1it sui / shiba.

I am six years old / 18.
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(you [po‘[ite], this year, hOW, blg, age) HOW Old are yOU? (DUG dd n|dn]i iS
woeme=ysed when asking elderly persons their

Q) BAEEKER? age.

Nin jinnian dud da nidnji?

(I thlS year, 65)

A) ?ﬁ'{\iﬁ/\ ‘f’ﬂT

W& finnian liushiw le.

( you, how tall)

Q) V’?lﬁﬂ

NI dud gdo?

7-(1 one, meter, EIght three)' I’m 1.83 meters. (5 ft=1.52m, 6 {t
A) B— ﬂe/\_o i =1. 83m, 1 inch=2.54cm)

............................................................................................................................................................................

WO yi mi ba san.

(you, how heavy)

NI dud zhong?

[

'-(I oo half kIIO) I weigh 150 jin. (1 jin = 1.
A) ?*Z 150 Fro pounds)

WO yibdi wishi jin.
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Lucky Numbers

Chinese are very superstitious people, especialy when it comes to numbers. Below
is a list of superstitious numbers and their origins.

6-Six or lill, is a very good number because its ancient Chinese pronunciation is very
similar to Shin, which means all the best.

8-Eight or ba, is a very good number because its pronunciation is very similar to
that of f@, which means becoming rich.

9-Nine or jill, is a very good number because its pronunciation is identical to that of
ji, which means forever.

4-Four or sl pronounced in the fourth tone, is a very bad number because its pro-
nunciation is very similar to that of i, pronounced in the third tone, which means

death.

When planning weddings, business openings, funerals, or traveling, dates that
have a four in them are avoided at all costs, for instance the 4", 14" or 24™ of any
given month and especially April 4™ Dates that have a six, eight, or nine in them
are considered auspicious, for instance the 6", g, ot 16", 18", 19™, 26",
28", 20™ of any given month and especially in the months of June, August, and
September.



Time and Calendar

B+ &) #0 6 A

(now how many. hour)

AL &7

Xianzai ji dian?

-+ What time is it?

(I, for-get wear, watch, PT, can, look, a
lm]e’ time, QW) . I forgot to take my watch. Could you

e -1 tell me the time?
&E’%%T ~Tﬁj‘lh]“f5‘? i
//‘ S . t

/Wo wcng dGl bIGO Ie, néng kcm yixia shman mo‘? 3

A T

(now _one, hour) P ,
-4 It’s one o’ clock.

yi didn ling wi fén

(one ‘hour, one, quarter) :

54l

yi didn yi ké

(one, hour, fifteen)

yi di@n shiwl
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(three, hour, half)

san didn badn

[ '
(six, hour, forty) g
ay=ylhe i

...........................................................................................................................................................................

lit didn sishi

(seven, hour, short, twenty)

et

...........................................................................................................................................................................

It’s almost 3:00.

XICanGI kuai san didn Ie

(now. eleven, hour sharp) s

< It’s 11:00 sharp.
ﬂ]E—-'-‘_.JH\%O ; p

Xidnzdi shiyt didn zhéng.

B/ B " mido / migozhong | second

gy /G ' fan / fanzhong " minute
Lomall, time) / (belly Bead) s
AL WS | xidioshf / zhdngtéu . hour

(she, 10, minute / MW, hour, before, :
leave, PT) | She left ten minutes / hours ago.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Ta shi f&nzhdng / ge zhongtbu zhigidn zdu de.

(I, pass, 2, minute / MW, hour, give, !

you make phone call) I’ 1l give you a call in two minutes /

RO A B kA TR,

W6 gud lidng fénzhong / ge zhongtou géi ni da didnhud.
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A= |TbC1I __________________________________ week (most colloquial )

(Gtar perio) ]
o | e
& zhou week (more formal)

FAIE/ RS, EE shding ge Ibdi / xingqi, shang zhdu last week
(this, MW, week)

XAALFE/ B, XA ¢ zhé ge Ibdi / Xingal, zhé zhdu ' this week
(next, MW, week)

TAMFE/EH, T | xid ge lodi / xinggl, xid zhdu ' next week
LFE/ EH/ B— ibdi / xingqT / zhou yi Monday
LFE/EH/ A libai / xingqi / zhou ér Tuesday
W/ B/ A= libdi / Xingqi / zhdu san Wednesday
AR/ BH/ Al lfbdi / xingqgr / zhou si i Thursday
AE/ B/ HE | ibai / xingqi / zhou wi Friday
fLFE/ BH /AR libai / Xinggr / zhou il : Saturday
ALEE/BW/ K/H | bai / xinggi  tian /i :

: t Sunday

J& H . zhou r

(today. week. how many)

Q) ARENIL?

Jintian xingqf ji?

~- What day is today?

(today, week, one) :

Jintian xingqiyr.

EIES gidntian two days ago
i(EPN zubtian yesterday
EWN jintian today

PN : mingtidan tomorrow

IEPN i houtian i the day after tomorrow




52 Time and Calendar

(I, the day before yesterday, go, PT, Tian’anmen) [ went to the Tian’ anmen Square

i the day before yesterday.

W0 giantian gule Tian’ anmén.

(he, tomorrow, will, go, Great Wall) : He is going to go to the Great

i Wall tomorrow.

Ay yueféen month (formal)

(previous, MW, month)

J:/I\H ................................. Shonggeyue ......................................... lastmomh ............................

._S_rhis, MW, month)

x4 e geys thismonth |

(next, MW, month)

‘F/,\)q ................................. X,Ogeyue ............................................ neXtmomh ..........................
A/ At yi yue / yuéfén January

= R/ A er yué / yuéfén February

= A/A#H isan  yue/yusién ' March

oy A/ A si yue / yuéfen April

pil A/ AR#H wil yue / yuéfén May

/AN A/ A#H lid yue / yuefén June

£t A/AH g yue/ yusten ' July

A A/A#H  ba  yud/ yudten ' August

i A/ A#H jit yué / yuéfén September

+  B/A#H  ishi yue/ yusién . October -

+— R/ RA#H shiyt yue / yuefén November

+= A/ At sh’ér yue/yudfen . December
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(today how many, date)

Q) AﬂEIL

Jintian ji hdo?

What’s the date today?

(today, September, 12 date)

A) Aﬂihﬂ += ‘%o

Jintian il yué shi’ér hdo.

&3 L nién | year

HI4E gi@nnidn the vear before last

EF qunian last year

<2 i finnién i this year

B 4 i mingnian | next year

&5 i hounidn the year after next

) 4 i rinnién i leap year

(today, is, 2002, year, 1, month, 16, !

"date) Today is January 16, 2002.

/\3&% 2002$ 1 H 16

Jintian shi ér Img Img ér nian y1 yué shilit hdo.

(he, the year before last. go, PT. USA) He went to the US the year before

EEE T 2E, las

Ta giénnian qule Méigud. ‘

|

1

i I am going to go to North Korea next |

&%q§£%ﬁo | vear. ]

(I next year, wull go N l\orea)

i

W& mingnién yao qu Chaoxian.
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(ten, year)

+-4E shi nidn decade

(in, past, decade)
T T In the past decade. .

Eﬂ£m+¢Qi“““““wwwg

z4i gudqu de shi nian---

(year, generation)

FER nidnddi decade

(in, 80, decade, beginning / middle, period ‘

/ end) i In the beginning of / middle of / late
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- E 808‘ .

EAFERED / 0]/ o |

z4i bdshi niandai chd / zhonggt / mo:--

LES) shiji century

(in, 20, century, first / latter, half, partg
of a historical period) . During the first / second half of the

........................................................................................

20th century.

z&i érshi shiji shang / xia ban yé--

(in, 19, century, beginning / middle, peri- ) )
od / end) i In the beginning of / middle of / late

LR P R

=4 19" century. . .

| z4i shijit shiji chdi / zhdngqt / mo-+-

(thousand, year)

FAE i gidn nian i millennium

(next, MW, millennium, mankind, have.é
to, face, very, _many, challenge) i There are a lot of challenges facing

* mankind in the next millennium.

FATEARBEIGRENE.

Xid ge qian nian rénléi déi midanlin hén dud tidozhan.




Weather
X 5

(today’s, weather, how is it) .
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" ; What’s the weather like today?
Q) 4 XMRKRE i
Jintidn de tiangi zénmeyang?
(today's weather, very, good) 3
................................................................................................. It S nlce tOday
A) SRREREF,
Jintidn tiangi hén hao

s | zdo  bad

% - 18ng : cold
R liGngkuai cool
T4 ganzdo dry

! ré hot

oy £ ménré humid
N blcud ‘ pretty nice
Ba couhe SO-S0

g A nudnhuo warm
(clear, sky)

(=P S . gingtian clear
(today, is, MW, clear dav) i
.............................................................................................. It s Clear tOday.

IR ;
Jintidn shi ge gingtian.
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(many, cloud)

ES dudyain cloudy

(today, cloudy)
............................................................................................... g It’s Cloudy today-

TREZ, ]
Jintian duoyin.
| (today, clowdy, o, ) Today is cloudy but will trn sun-
SRS, o

Jintidn dudyin zhudn ging.

(cold, wave)

) hanchéo cold wave

(tomorrow, cold wave, will, come, more,
put on, a little, clothing) ' You’ d better bundle up. A cold wave

. i is coming tomorrow.

[ RE huashidu . Fahrenheit degree

Formula: F=2(T +15); CT=1/2°F - 15

(air, temperature)

KiRk . giwen temperature




Weather 57

(today, how many, degree)

Jintian dudshao du?

(today, 30, degree)

Jintian 30 du.

(today, zero, below, 5, degree) :
................................................................................................ It’SS bEIOW today.
A) 5XFT 5 E, :

................................................................................................ feetectieacsectasioecesaacancesasaacancasasecassastasmacatassnnsanseanaasnsas]

Jintian ling xia 5 du.

-

% wi fog

(today, morning, fall, PT, fog)
s et [t wiag foggy this morning.

4RBEEFTE, g

Jintidn z&oshang xiale wu.

(evaporate, cage)

EE zhéngléng food steamer

(Bejing’'s, summer, truly, hot, i
ctl hke. MW, food steamer) The summer in Beijing is like a food

2 B2y ~=1 steamer. (Ridiculously hot)
:IEE H‘JE%E,..HH%A,@%{ o,

Beijing de xiatian zhén re, hpp Kiang ge zhéngléng shide.

(frost, freeze)

B shuangdong frost

!

(Vesterday, mght, launch PT frost)

H’Ef“ﬁ]:ﬂi‘?iﬁ?fﬁo

Zubtian wdanshang gile shuangdong.

~=-4 There was frost last night.
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Ik - bingbdo - hail

(tomorrow, has, hall) : .
- + It will hail tomorrow.

WREHEE, o

Mingtian ydu bingbdo.

(twinkle, electric)

A H, shandidn lightning

(thundering, when, usually, accompany, ) i
has, lightning) i When there is thundering, there usual-

....................................................................................... : ly lS llghtnmg

Daléi de shihou, tongchdng banyodu shandmn

[iPS : yintian overcast

(today, 1s, MW overcast) :
. -+ It's overcast today.

. 3{%/\]3)1 3&

Jintian shi ge yintian.

5] yu rain
(fall, rain)

THi { xidyl i to rain

It will rain today.

Jintian hui xiayu.

(flurry, rain / small, rain)

EEW/ /AW mé&omaoyl / X|ooyu dnzzle

(today, has, drizzle)

Jintidn you maomaoyt / xidoyl.
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(fierce. rain)

ZW baoyl heavy rain

(today, has, heavy rain)

SRR

Jintian ydu bdoyu.

There will be some heavy rain today.

(short period, rain)

TR { zhényll off-and-on rain

It will rain off and on today.

Jintian you zhenyd.

(thunder, rain)

£ L léiyl \ thundershowers

There will be thundershowers today.

ES P xué ! snow

It snowed very little this year.

Jinnidn hén shdo xiaxué.

(today's, snow, ;musually, big)
ASRHFET K,

Jintian de xué féichang da.

(goose, fur, big. snow)

BEAE - émao daxus ' heavy snow
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(sky, on, Mloating, heawy oW et 1t is really coming down out there.

S EsamErs, G

Tianshang pitiozhe émdo daxué.

1% L daléi | to thunder
(yesterday, night, thunder) i
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" . It thundered last night.
FERE LITHE T - '

Zuotian wanshang daléi le.

(dragon, curl, wind)

8 R | 1ongjuaniang | tornado
(tornado, yesterday, attack, PT, USA, :

west, sea, coast) i A tornado hit America’ s west coast

i yesterday.

Léngjudnfeng zudtian xijile Méigud X7 hai’ an.

(English)

=g50 taifeng typhoon

(Hong Kong, summer, always, blow, x
typhoon) { There are always typhoons in Hong

wt Kong during the summer.

FEEREAHER, |

Xidngg@ng xidatian zéngshi gua taifeng.

R v féeng wind

(today, will, blow, big, wind)

Jintidn hui gua da féng.
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(weather, forecast)

(today, is, 9, month, 12, date) ,
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" =1 Today is September 12.

Jintidn shi jilyué shi’ ér hdo.

(today, daytime, cloudy, turn, clear)

AFRARE R, clearing up later.

Jintian baitian dudydn zhudn qing.

It will be cloudy during the daytime,

(fall, water, probability, 30% )

_. ........................................ 30% Chance Of rain.
BARBRAE»Z=1, '

Jidingshul gailll b&i fén zhi sanshi.

(north, wrn, south, wind) Wind is blowing from the North, and
JLEERT AL,  later from the South.

Béi zhudn nanféng.

(most, high, temperature, 28, degree) i

""""""""" The high temperature is 28C .
BRESIE 28 B, :

Zui gdo giwéen érshiba du.

(mdaymghtdearhassma“ram) ____________ . There will be a clear night, but with a

ARKBIER /DM | light drizzle.

Jintian yéjian ging ydu xidoyl.
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(most, low, temperature, 15, degree)

Zui di giwén shiwl du.

=] jljié season
R - chantian ‘ - spring
DN xiatian . :Tsummer
PN giatian fall
PN dongtian winter

China’s temperate climate is similar to that of the continental United States, how-
ever, area contrasts are greater. The winter in Northern China is bitterly cold and
dry as Siberian winds attack the region. Temperatures usually do not rise above
freezing from December to March. Spring is characterized by strong winds that
come from Inner Mongolia. Summer temperatures always exceed 80°F, and in the
North China Plain approach 90°F. Most rain falls in the summer months of July
and August. Autumn, which lasts from September to mid-November, is probably
the most comfortable time to be in the North. Temperatures range from around
40°F to 65°F, but don’t forget to take an extra layer of clothing at night.

In Central China down to Shanghai, winters are short but cold. Summers, lasting
from April to October, are hot and humid. Temperatures will often hit the 100°
mark. The mountainous plateaus and basins to the southwest also enjoy tropical cli-
mates. Due to higher elevations, summer months are cooler and winters are
milder. The Sichuan Basin is characterized by high humidity and cloudiness.

Southeastern China has a subtropical climate. Summer temperatures average 80°F .
The weather is humid, hot and rainy from mid-April to September. Between July
and November, numerous typhoons will strike the coastal region, bringing high
winds and heavy rains.

Manchuria’ s climate is similar to that of North China. January temperatures are
about 0°F while July temperatures are in the 70s. Desert and steppe climates pre-
vail in the Mongolian Steppe and greater northwest. Winter temperatures are
around 14°F and in July, it usually hits 70°F.




Family and Addressing People
xR BE STRIF

The Chinese Family

Based upon strong Confucian values, the Chinese family is a very cohesive unit. As
evidenced by the various forms of address, Chinese pay particular attention to
respecting elders and loving the young.

Prior to the implementation of Deng Xiaoping’ s Market Reform policy in 1978,
most couples would move into the house of the male’s parents following marriage,
making the house a very rénao(bustling) place. While this practice still exists, it is
quite common for a young couple to buy their own house. (An average house in
China would be considered an apartment by western standards.) Regardless of
whether or not they live with their parents, grown-up children have the duty to
support and help their parents.

In 1973, China began to promote family planning as means of survival. According
to State statistics, if the family planning policy had not been initiated, China’s
population would have already passed the 1.5 billion mark. (It currently stands at
1.295 billion. ) In cities, families are allowed to have just one child. In rural areas,
a family is allowed to have a second child in exceptional cases, but only after a sig-
nificant amount of time has passed between births. Under family planning, it is
illegal for college students to engage in sexual activity. The minimal marital age for
men is 22 and 20 for women, while Beijing city dwellers can tie the knot at 25 for
men and 23 women.

Prior to 1949, the role of women was to perform housework. Not anymore. Wom-
en have entered the workforce at alarming rates and are making significant contri-
butions to the development of the country.



Addressing System

yoye  (zofu) ndinai  (zdn) z N waip(j (wdi"zﬁm\’x)
FHFHER) P (EE) s (GALR) SIS
Paternal Paternal Maternal Maternal
grandpa (grandfather) grandma (&randmother) grandpa (grandfather) grandma ( randmother)

waigong (waizufd)

shashu/gdqu .., baba  (fuqin) mama (mugin) jitjiv/yima
A s 5 BEERF) 195 (B %) 5 H/A .
Uncle/Aunt/---- Dad (Father) Mom (Mother) Uncle/Aunt/ ......
|
bido g&/bidodi /bidojis/bidomei gége / didi 7 jiéjic /meimei wo r lgopo  (qizi) = ldogdng zhang )
L RE/RAIRAMIRIK FFE/ R # FEETF) /N (X K)
. Cousin (EM/YM/EF/YF) Brothers (E/Y)/Sisters(E/Y) | I Wife/Husband

gémenr

AL

l

érzi - nd'ér

LF/&
Son/Daughter

Family and Addres:sings

(E for elder, Y for young,M for male, F for female)

$9




Holidays

T H

(lover, festival)

BAT Qingrén Jié Valentine’s Day (Feb. 14)

Over the past few years, more and more younger generation Chi-
nese are celebrating Valentine’s Day. Couples will go out to cele-
brate, gifts are exchanged, etc. The soaring rose prices on Valen-
tine’ s Day can evidence this newfound interest in a traditionally
Western holiday. Fortunately, the original price is only one
yuan, or 12 cents.

(spring, festival)
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The most important holiday in China is Spring Festival, or the Chinese New Year.
The exact date of spring Festival, which lasts 15 days, is determined by the lunar
calendar and usually falls in late January or early February. New Year’s Eve and
New Year’s Day are family celebrations similar to Thanksgiving and Christmas in
the West. Families get together and eat big meals, play games, sit around and
talk, etc. Traditionally, the festival celebrated the earth coming back to life and
the start of plowing and sowing.

Traditions and Superstitions

A few days prior to Spring Festival, families will perform a type of “Spring Clean-
ing” so as to clean the house from evil spirits. It is believed that if sweeping is done
on New Year’s Day, it will sweep away good luck. After New Year’s Day, the
floors can be swept but the dust can not cross the threshold of the door, as it will
sweep the luck of the family away. The dust must be picked up in the house and
then thrown out.

Lighting firecrackers is the Chinese way of sending out the old year and bringing in
the new one. At 12 midnight, every house door should be opened to let the old year
out and the new one in.

Lucky Chinese characters are hung on doors, sometimes upside down, to bring
good luck to the family. Some characters are hung upside down because the Chinese

word ddo, which means arrive, has the same pronunciation as ddo, upside down.
The most common character is f(, which means blessing.

All debts should be paid before New Year’s Day and nothing should be lent, as it is
believed that the person doing the lending will not be paid back for an entire year.

It is very unlucky to say curse words or unlucky words like si(four), which sounds
like si, the word for death. The telling of ghost or scary stories is also taboo.

If one cries on New Year’s day, it is believed that person will cry throughout the
entire year.

It is lucky to hear birds sing or see red-colored birds.

It is considered unlucky to greet anyone in the bedroom. Even the sick and elderly
do their best to get dressed and visit guests in the living room.

Knives and scissors are not used on New Year’s Day because they might cut off
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good fortune.

Foods
[t is customary to prepare a tremendous amount of food during Spring Festival to
show wealth.

A whole chicken is eaten for completeness and prosperity and fish for togetherness
and abundance. Noodles are eaten because they are long and represent long life.

In southern China, nidngdo, a sweet rice pudding and zdngzi, rice wrapped in reed
leaves are eaten; while in northern China, steamed-wheat bread called méntou and
Chinese dumplings are popular.

The Lion Dance

The Lion Dances are done during the first few days of the New Year to bring good
luck to the places that they visit. Performed by two dancers, the dance is accompa-
nied by firecrackers, loud drums and cymbals so as to help the lion dispel evil spir-
its.

Fortune Sticks

For centuries, Chinese have been using the Kau Chime method of telling fortunes
during the New Year. A person will shake a bamboo case containing 78 numbered
sticks. When one of the sticks falls out, it is cross-referenced with a bunch of old
Chinese texts and it is believed that this will give the person a general idea of their

future.

Red Envelopes

Red Envelopes filled with money are the main gift of Spring Festival. The money
symbolizes the hope of future prosperity. The envelopes are usually decorated with
lucky symbols or Chinese characters of auspicious remark.

(Spring Festival, happy)

i . Chin Jié yakuai!  Happy New Year!

(wish, get rich)

RERM! Gongxi facai! I wish that you become rich!
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(spend year, good)

GIRIEE) Gel nin bainidn! Wish you a happy New Year!

(wish, you, new, year, happy)

LI 4 ! Zhu nin Xinnian yGkudi! Happy New Year!

(women, festival)

\H&Ai Funu Jié Women’s Day (March 8)

March 8" is International Women’s Day. Women are given the day or half the day
off.

(English)

R RT Sheng Patelike Jié St Patrick’s Day (March 17)

Most Chinese do not celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. However, in major cities, there

are celebrations at local pubs where green beer is served.

(again, live, festival)

BT Fuhuo Jié Easter

Most Chinese do not celebrate Easter.

(labor, festival)

HEhTi Laodong Jié g Labor Day (May 1)

May 1% is International Labor Day and like in all other Communist countries, is cel-

ebrated in China. Workers are given the entire week off.
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(mother, festival)

On Mother’s Day, family members get together and children give presents to their

mothers. However, it is not celebrated to the extent as it is in Western countries.

(children, festival)

On Children’s Day, parents (usually mothers)are given half a day off to celebrate
with their children.

(father, festival)

LET Fugin Jié Father’s Day (2™ Sunday in June)

On Father’s Day, families get together and children give presents to their fathers.
Like Mother’s Day, Father’s Day is not celebrated to the extent as it is in Western

countries.

(middle, autumn, festival)

kT Zhonggiu Jié Mid-Autumn Festival

The Mid-Autumn Festival is one of the most important festivals celebrat-
ed in China. In ancient times, family members would convene on the
15" day of the eighth lunar month, the exact middle of autumn, to make
offerings to the moon.

The Song dynasty (960—1280 AD) was taken over by the Mongolians and needed
a way to start a rebellion without being discovered. Song leaders decided to place
little messages describing their attack into cakes that they made for the Mid-Au-
tumn Festival, knowing that the Mongolians would never inspect the tiny pastries.
On the night of the festival, the attack was successfully carried out and the Ming
Dynasty (A.D.1368—1644) was established.

Today, the “Moon Festival”is celebrated by cating mooncakes with friends and
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family while watching the bright, beautiful full moon. It is customary to give
mooncakes as presents around the time of the festival, especially to colleagues and
business partners.

(country, celebrate, festival)

=) 55 Gubging Jié National Day (Oct. 1)

October 1* marks the founding of the People’s Republic of China. Parades are held

and fireworks are lit. People are given one week off from work.

ik &l Wansheng Jié Halloween (Oct.31)

Most Chinese do not celebrate Halloween. Like St. Patrick’s Day, there are parties

thrown at local bars and restaurants in major cities. Sorry, no trick-or-treating.

(holy, birth, festival)

XHETT Shéngdan Jié Christmas (Dec.25)

Christmas has become more and more popular amongst the younger
generation Chinese. Some decorate their houses with Christmas trees
and Christmas lights. Friends get together for meals, drinking, and
gift giving. Christmas has also become commercialized in China. Big

FAERTR xinnidn gianye New Year’s Eve (Dec.31)

Over the past few years, New Year’s Eve celebrations have become more and more
popular in China. Parties are thrown at restaurants and bars.



Chinese Zodiac

& H

Legend has it that when Buddha convened the animal kingdom to determine
how to restore order to the world,
only twelve animals showed up.
These animals came to represent
the Chinese Zodiac, each presiding
over one year based upon the order
of their arrival.

Knowing the signs of the zodiac is a
way to find out a person’ s age
without directly asking. Being able
to calculate the age of a person
based upon their Chinese Zodiac
sign will display that you have a
deep understanding of the Chinese
culture.

Aggressive, power hungry, have a sense of fair play, generous
1924, 1936, 1948, 1960, 1972, 1984, 1996, 2008

A rat is compatible with a monkey, ox or dragon. Beware of the

horse!
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Power individuals with stubborn personalities; natural-born lead-

ers
1925, 1937, 1949, 1961, 1973, 1985, 1997, 2009

An ox is compatible with a rat, snake or cock. Beware of the sheep!

i hi | tiger

Carefree, charming, quick-tempered, sensitive

1926, 1938, 1950, 1962, 1974, 1986, 1998, 2010

A tiger is compatible with a horse, dragon and dog. Rats, rab-
bits, sheep, pigs, cocks, and fellow tigers are also ok.

tu rabbit

Prudent, value security and tranquility

Avoid conflict and emotional involvement.

1927, 1939, 1951, 1963, 1975, 1987, 1999, 2011

Rabbits are compatible with sheep, pigs and dogs. Avoid dragons.
Beware of rats and cocks!

l6ng dragon

Bossy, loud and unfaithful; very popular and successful

1928, 1940, 1952, 1964, 1976, 1988, 2000, 2012

Dragons are compatible with snakes, cocks, monkeys and rats.
Avoid the rabbit, ox and other dragons. Beware of dogs!
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i shé i snake

Clever, known for abstract thought and idealism

1929, 1941, 1953, 1965, 1977, 1989, 2001, 2013

Snakes are compatible with oxen and cocks. Rabbits, rats, hors-
es, sheep, dogs, dragons, and fellow snakes are ok. Beware of
monkeys and do not come near pigs or tigers!

Hard-working, considers him/herself to be superior

1930, 1942, 1954, 1966, 1978, 1990, 2002, 2014

Horses are compatible with tigers, dogs or sheep. Can do well
with dragons, snakes, monkeys, cocks and pigs. Bewear of fel-
low horses and avoid rats at all costs!

Warmhearted, honest, disorganized, and vulnerable
1931, 1943, 1955, 1967, 1979, 1991, 2003, 2015
Sheep find good partners in horses, pigs and rabbits. Monkeys,
cocks, snakes, dragons, tigers and fellow sheep are also ok. Stay
away from the rat and absolutely do not get involved with dogs

and oxen!

hou monkey

Intelligent and entertaining, dangerous and deceptive
1932, 1944, 1956, 1968, 1980, 1992, 2004, 2016
Monkeys go well with dragons or rats. Sheep, dogs or rabbits are
acceptable. Snakes and pigs should be avoided. Beware of tigers!
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Courageous, arrogant, reckless. Pay attention to details.

1933, 1945, 1957, 1969, 1981, 1993, 2005, 2017

Cocks get along well with oxen, snakes, and dragons. Pigs, mon-
keys, tigers and sheep are acceptable. Rats, dogs and fellow cocks
are bad news. Beware of rabbits!

Quiet, intelligent, extroverted, dedicated

N 1934, 1946, 1958, 1970, 1982, 1994, 2006, 2018
Dogs go extremely well with rabbits, tigers and horses. Snakes,
pigs, dogs and monkeys are acceptable. Stay away from dragons
and sheep at all costs!

zhu pig

Honest and reliable, deep thirst for knowledge. Successful in fi-

nancial affairs.
1935, 1947, 1959, 1971, 1983, 1995, 2007, 2019
Pigs are compatible with sheep and rabbits. Dragons, tigers,

cocks, dogs, horses, oxen and rats also make suitable matches. Monkeys and
fellow pigs should be avoided. Stay away from snakes!

NI shi shi shénme de?

(I, am, born in the year of, dragon)

W3 shi shi 16ng de.
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. You are one cycle older/ younger than I am.
i (We have the same zodiac sign, but were

R K — 5 o ' born in different years. He is 24, I am 36,

’ or the other way round. )

(you, compare, I, small/big, one, cycle)

NT bl wd xido/dd yi lan.

(oneself, life, year)

2 i 4 { bénmingnian . the year of one’s zodiac sign

(this year, is, my, oneself, | _ . . .
life ;ear) Y i It is currently the year of the zodiac sign in which I

....................................................... was born. (I was born in the year of the dragon and
A GE R IR M A AR it is the year of the dragon. )

Jinnian shi wo de bénmingnian.




Emotions

=

=  haipd . afraid
(I, afraid, ghost) :
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" i I am afraid of ghosts.

ER shengqi angry

(you, still E

T wiliGo bored
(1, feel, very, bored, we, go out) :
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" . I feel really bored. Let’s go out.

W9 juéde hén wilido, zaGnmen chiqu ba.

T # pingjing calm, at peace

(he, very, be excited, emotion, not, able, calm) : He is so excited that he can’t

R B zh, OEAETEE, calm down.

Ta hén jidong, xinging bl néng pingjing.
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(pleased, happy)

Zht quén gué rénmin Chin Jié ylkudi.

&F M shifu comfortable
(with, you, together, I, very, comfortable)
"""""""""""""""""""" A I am very comfortable with you
BIpaE—i&, RMBEFFIR,
Gén ni z4i yigl, wo hén shufu.
(pity, remorse)
b1 liGnmin compassion
(I, not, need, your, compassion)
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" I don’ t need your compassion
AT EREN,
WO bl xdiydo ni de liGnmin.,
T 2y 3 haoqi curious
(1, with regad to your, experienc, very, curiows) | [ am curious about your past experi-
ok B 2 h R AT A i ences
W& dui ni de jingli hén haoaqi.
JE 4 ‘ yayi ‘ depressed
(this, MW, movie, very, depressing) :
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Th1s movie is very depressing.

Zhé bu didnying hén yayi.




78 Emotions

(lose, hope)

k@ smwang ' disappointed

(he, make, me, very, disappointed)
e . He disappoints me.

flsik MK E, o S
Tarang wo hén shiwang.

(sorrow, hurt)

-‘Utﬂi youshang distressed

(he, lose, love, seem, very, distressed) After he lost his girlfriend, he was
ERLT, B EE ARG, 000 extremely distressed.

Ta shilian le, kan shangqu shifén youshang.

7 5E hudiyf doubt

(I, with regard to, your, words, express, doubt) :

e T I doubt what you said is true.
s RaNRrE PN 1] '

W3 dui ni de hud bidoshi hudiyi.

FHFER bu hdoyisi . embarrassed

(I, make, you, long time, wait, truly, embarrassed) I am embarrassed to have made

RIFGALET, AERFER, you wait such a long time.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

W9 rang ni jiudéng le, zhén bu hdoyisi.

O 71 3 Xinli jido cul emotionally and physically drained

(lately, busy with, open, company, almost, : | have been so busy lately starting a

_busy, emotionally and physically drained, PT) | company that [ am emotionally and

RN EFAE, BIC/ROHLET, physically exhausted.

Zuijin mangzhe kai gongsi, dou mdang de xinli jiGo cui le.
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(arouse, move)

Kan ddo ni wd hén jidong.

(heart, tide, surge)

IRy - b . Xinchdo péngpai i fanatic, ecstatic

(big, election, moment, candidates’, supporters, fanatic) . During election time, sup-

K ry At &, 153 N B SR E T OB H | porters are really fanatic.

Ddaxudn de shihou, houxudnrén de zhichizhémen xinch&o péngpdi.

(afraid, fear)

B kongiju fear
(black, dark, make, him, fear) ‘
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" i He is afraid of the dark.
%Bgﬁ'ﬂﬁ%_}\lﬁ‘o |

Heéi’ an shi ta kongju.

KA gi ji bai hudi §~flustered, exasperated

(he, in a flustered manner, tell, me, hap- '
: i He angrily told me what had tran-
pened, thing) i

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Ta gl jf bdi hudi de gdosu wo fashéng de shi.

R ganji grateful
(you, help, PT, me, I, very, grateful) [ am very grateful that you helped
BT I, RMRBE. me

NI bangle wo, wd hén ganjl.
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(sad, hurt)

Et bé&ishdng grieved, sorrowful

(his, dog, marker of passive woice, hit, ! )
. i After his dog was run over, he was
death, he, very, grived) ;

i grieved.

Ta de gou bei zhuang si le, ta hén béishang.

(merry, happy)

5% hudnle happiness
(life, fill, full, happiness) 5
"""" oot e s full of happiness.
A EFEFHERKF i

Shénghué chongman huanle.

(joyful, happy)

R You seem very happy
NT kan gilai hén kudile.
(high, emotion)

2323 gdoxing happy """"""""""""""""""""""
(very, happy, know, you) ,
ﬂ%%}—‘éﬁ\b‘j\ﬁ?o It’s my pleasure to meet you.

Hén gdoxing renshinl,
e TR tongkudi happy; extremely happy
(today, play, truly, very happy)
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" i I had a great time today!

A Kot LiS B!

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Jintian wanr de zhén tongkuai!




Emotions 81

(enmity, hate)

iR chéuhen hatred

(don’ t, at, two, country, people, between,
y ! ,
DOH t create hatred between the

create, hatred) i

RELEFE A R 2 W% 5 iR, |

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Blydo zdi lidng gud rénmin zhijidn zhizdo chbuhén.

peoples of two countries.

B kéwdng hope (very strong)
(he, hope, gain, freedom)

T i He hopes (longs ) for freedom.
i EREAH, |

Ta kéwang huodé ziyéu.

(rush, move)

w3l chongdong impulsive
(he, at that time, impulsive, with, her, con- He was very impulsive when he
nect, PT, marriage) | married her. (They were together
fth—Bof v SR A5 T 4 only a few weeks prior. )

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Ta yishi chongddng gén ta jiéle hin.

(self, inferior)

MR AR, jance.
Ta weéi ta de xiangmdo gdanddo zibéi.
>3 jidu jealousy

(he, always, jealous, comparison, him, ! ) .
i He is always jealous of people who
stronger, person) i

b SR Y H AR B A,

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Ta zdngshi jidu bl ta giang de rén.

possess stronger skills.
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(open, heart)

FFal» kaixin joyful

(wish, you, play, happy) '
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Have a good time!

B T e
ZhU ni wanr de kaixin!

(quiet, lonely)

WE jimo | lonely

(you, not, at, my, bodyz“s'ide, L féels very, lonely) When you are not by my side,
AR S8, REHREE, . L am lonely.

Ni bl zai wo de shénbian, wd juéde hén jimo.

S gifen mad

(his, words, make, me, very, mad) .
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" HlS words really made me mad.
b 4 3 L TR AR S 1t

Ta de hua rang wd hén qiféen.

g ythan ' pity

) . I am sorry to hear that you did not
(heard, you, exam, again, not pass, I, very, i

feel, regretful) | pass the exam once again. (Know-

.........................................................................................................................................................................

Tingshuo ni kdoshi you bu jigé, wo shen gdn yihan.

(proud, arrogant)

I 5 jido’ do . proud

(to be, one, MW, American, I, very, proud)

Shén wéi yi ge Méigudrén, wd hén jido’ do.
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(after, regret)

=513 houhui regret

(with, you, marry, I, very, regret) : .
Eﬁﬁ‘?ﬁﬁ,ﬁ?ﬁfﬁ“lﬁo [ regret marrying you!

‘Gen ni jiéhan, w hén houhal. 7
(easy, relax)

2T /N qingsong relaxed

(pass, PT, test, his, heart, inside, very, relaxed) Having passed the test, he felt
T ER, o BEER, ' at ease

Tongguole kdoshi, ta xin li hén gingsong.

(( respect, respect)

B zunjing respect

(you, must, respect, your, parents) : ,

""""" S You must respect your parents.
IR E IR L&, =

N7 déi ziunjing ni de fumdu.

(hard, pass)

st nangud i sad

(hear, his, teacher, die, news, he, very, sad) . He was very sad when he heard that

Tingddo ta Idoshi qushi de xidoxi, ta hén ndngud.

WE (AWHE) mdanyi (bt mdanyi) satisfied (dissatisfied)
(I, with regard to, your, work, [not], éatisfied) [ am (dis) satisfied with your
TR TR IHRE, | work

WO dui ni de gongzud (bd) manyi.




84 Emotions

(firm, strong)

% 58 jiangiang strong (emotionally)
(we, at, difficulty, in front of, should, strong) : When faced with difficulty, we
I ATAE [ T AL 1% Y% 5 ; should be strong

Women zdai kinnan midngian yinggai jiangiang.

174 chijing surprised
| {his, sppetite; make, me, surprised) His appetite surprised me. (Eats
1t B 1 B 55 Tz 1 ' like a horse) -

Ta de fanliang shi wo chijing.

(same, feeling)

Eiki téngqing sympathetic
(his, misfortune, truly, make, people, sympathetic) His misfortunate really makes
bRy EBEE AR, | people sympathetic for him.

Ta de zdoyu zhén rang rén téngqing.

(sorrow, troubled)

P& ; . youchéu 5 troubled

(these, problem, make, hnm, very, troubled)

33X 4 ] i fe Al TR DU  troubled.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Zhéxié wenti shi ta hén youchbu.

These questions have made him very




Human

(male, human)

BA nanrén male

(female, human)

A niirén female

(small, kid)

N | xiGohdi ' child (under 10)
(age, young, human)

E8 AN niangingrén | young person (teenager)
(reach, age, human)

% SN . chéngnianrén - adult

(middle, age, human)

AR A zhongnidnrén middle-aged person
(old, human)

ZAN |Gorén elderly person

(outer, appearance)

B3| méili beautiful

(Xinjiang, girl, very, beautiful, striking) i Xinjiang girls are strikingly beauti-

AR N WA ful,

Xinjiang nlihai féichang méili dongren.
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JiE pang , fat

(his, mother, and, father, all, very, fat, he, why,
. His mom and dad are both fat.

so, skinny) i
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" How did he end up skinny?

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Ta de mdma hé bdba dou hén pdang, ta wei shénme name shou?

855 xdruo feeble
(her, body, always, very, fecble) | Her body and health have always
WK B h—ERES, been feeble.

Ta de shentl yizhi hén xdrud.

(good, look)

3% 5 hdokan good-looking

(you, think, thiS, MW, girl, good—lookmg, QW) : Do you thlnk that gu‘l s good_

............................................................................................................................................................................

Ni juéde zhé ge nlhdi hdokan ma?

(outstanding person, handsome)

TR yingjun handsome
et all, wish, find, MW, bandsome, boyfiend) | All girls want to find a handsome
L B A B B B K . boyfriend.

Ni{hdi dou xiwdang zhdo ge yingjln de ndnpéngyou.

(pale, white) \

%H cangbai - pale

(he, get, illness, after, complexion, seem, very, pale) After coming down with his ill-
ness, his complexion was very
R FRURKABRTEH, pale

Ta dé bing yihou lidnsé xidnde shifén cangbai.
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(pretty, shine)

LB ' picoliang pretty

(your, girlfriend, today, make up, very, pretty)

““““““““““““““““““““““ o Your girlfriend is pretty today.
MRS RITH S RER i

N7 nlipéngyou jintidn daban de hén pidoliang.

(sex, sense)

R Xinggdan sexy
(Madonna, is, MW, sexy, star) :

""""" S —— Madonna is a sexy star.
F MR 2 '

Maidangnd shi ge xinggdn mingxing.

(short, small)

&p dixido short

(Michael Fox, build, small, but, grow, very, o .
Although Michael J. Fox is short,

handsome) :

Michael Fox & #&/h, EKEBBM, |

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Michael Fox shéncdi dixido, dan zhdng de hén shuai.

he is very handsome.

i shou skinny

(his, height, very, tall, but, very, thin) .
e He g tall but very skinny.

fb A~ LIRS, ERE, .

Ta gér hén gado, dan hén shou.

o 0 xidosa - smooth, Casanova-like
(her, dad, that, year, very, smooth) :

ST T Her father was a real Casanova.
WEE e Y, 000
Ta baba dangnidn xiangdang xidosa.
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(powerful, strong)

CiEh | giangzhuding { strong
_.S!*_f,t_z.,?xs{%h&..fﬁéf&?’.é?ﬁ%z._fﬁsh___f?f%?_*?____!??fi_&.%?fer}.%?.... Everyone who is a member of a
=¥ IR IEENE=TrN T £ 5 | weightlifting team has a strong body.

Jizhong duiyudnmen gégé shénti gidngzhuang.

=) gdo tall

(his, height, very, tall, basketball, play, | ,
l g He is really tall, so he is good at
very, good)

............................................................................................ basketball

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Ta de gézi hén gdo, Iangil da de hén hcxo.

(hard, look)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

MEE ndnkan | ugly
(grow, ugly, definitely, not, is, person, own, fault) . Belng ugly is not the
KEWEHAZEANEBCHH, | person’s fault.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Zhang de nankan bing bl shi rén ziji de cud.

(long, hair)

KK | chang fa | long-haired
(1, like, watch, glrl s, long halr wind, float) I like to watch girls’ hair as it

floats in the wind.

W& xihuan kan niihdi de ohcmg fo } pidodong.

(short, hair)

Bk | dudin fa \ short-haired
(now, very, popular, girl, cut, short hair) | It is very in vogue for young girls to
MEMBITLEIER | have short hair these days.

Xi&nzai hén lidxing nlih@i jian dudn fa.
(bald, head)

3k guangtou § shaved head
| (summer, arrive, PT, I, want, cut, MW, bald head) | In the summer [ want to shave
HERET, REWIKL my head

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Xiatian ddo le, wd xidng jiGn ge gudngtbu.
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(fake, hair)

B % jiafa toupee

(he, wear, wig, but, very, hard, tell) Without looking very carefully,
.............-.----......‘..............; .......................................................... g you WOuldn, t be able .to tell
femERL HEREELK. _ that he wears a toupee.

Ta daizhe jiafd, danshi hén nan kan chilai.

(nature, pattern)

(courage, dare)

B ydnggdn brave, courageous
(we, should, courageously, face, reality) | We should all courageously face real-
T 71 R 1% 35 B Hb 8 o B 5K ity

Women yinggdi yonggdn de miandui xianshi.

(reverse, again, no, constant)

REL®E fanfd wichang capricious

(he, this, MW, person, capricious, make, | He changes his mind so much that

people, hard to fathom) | people can never guess what he

X MARELE, L AREAE, - greally wants.

Ta zhé ge rén fanfu wachang, rang rén zhudomo bl ding.

Nt xidoqi stingy

one, piece, candy, |
t He is so cheap that he is not even

(he, very, cheap,

%willing to part with a piece of

i candy.

Ta hén xidoqi, - lién yi ké tang yé shébudé ging rén chi.
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ShHE youzhi childish, immature

, immature, should, ma- !
i Your behavior is way too immature.

""""""""""""""""""""""""" You need to grow up a little.

BRI L.

..............................................................................................................................

(your, behavior,

ture, a little)
WEAT R HE

NI de xingwéi tai youzhi le, yinggdi chéngshi yididnr.

(protect, defend)

i3S o { bdoshodu i conservative

(we, parents, this, generation, people, mind- |

H . )
set, all, very, conservative) | The mindset of our parents’ genera-

............................................................................................ tiOn iS Very CODSerVative.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Women fumil zhé yi dai rén sixidng dou hén bdoshou.

B jiGohud cunning, sneaky, foxy

(he, is, MW, sneaky, businessman, you,
should, be careful) He is a very cunning businessman,

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" you should be careful.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Ta shi ge jiGohud de shangrén, ni yao xidoxin.

nE chénzhud composed
[exam, should, compose) When you take a test, you should
ZRMIZTTE \ keep your composure.

Kd&oshi yinggai chénzhud.

(self, conceit)

=hi] i Zifl i conceited
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(self-confidence, pass, PT, limit, will, be-i

) Too much self-confidence can make
come, conceited)

i a person conceited.

Zixin gudle téu jiu hui bianchéng zifu.

(diligent, labor)

897 ginido diligent, hard-working
(diligence, is, Chinese, person’s, virtue) | 5 . . ,
@J%%‘PAB‘]%%O """""""""""""""""""""" Diligence is the virtue of Chinese.
Qinl&o shi Zhonggubérén de méidé.

(nice, good)

T shanliang  good-hearted

(I, like, her, beauty, but, I, more, like, ngind her attractive, but her good-

her, good-heartedness) ! heartedness is what [ really like

RERMBHER, BRFERLENER, x about her.

WO xihuan ta de pidoliang, ddan wd géng xthuan ta de shanliang.

#His. juéging heartless
(on, some, problem, he, do, very, heartless) | On certain things he is just heart-
TR i E IR A, ' less

Zai moéuxié shiging shang ta zud de feichdng juéging.

55 chéngshi honest, honesty

(I, very, appreciate, your, honesty) i
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" . I really appreciate your honesty.
BB R R SE |

WO hén xinshdng ni de chéngshi.
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(temper, fire, explode)

LR E S pigi hudbdo hot-tempered
| (he, hot-tempered, don't, provoke, him) | He has a really bad temper. Please
RS KR, BB, do not provoke him.

Ta pigi hudbdo, bié ré ta.

(modest, humble)

Wk ' qianxa . humble

(although, test, get, PT, first, he, still,
i Although he scored the highest on

very, modest) i
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" { the test, he is still humble.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Suiran kdoshi déle di yT, ta hdishi hén gianxu.

(English)

............................................................ S L T e PP PP P PP T D PP PR P UREPEEPTRPRTPRRPTPRTE
'

i R youmo { humorous

(he, always, love, make joke, very, humor- .
{ He always cracks jokes, very hu-

ous) i

....................---.......—... ........................................................... i morous.

fil AR T FFBCR, 5 5 BBR . ’

Ta zdngshi i kai wanxido, tébié youmo.

(hollow, fake)

i th XUWei hypocritical

(I, very, dislike, like, him, same, hypocriti- |

cal, people) I really dislike people who are hypo-

........................................................................................... ‘ Critical hke he iS.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

WJ hén tdoyan xidng ta nayang xuweéi de rén.
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(hesitant, not decide)

MBAG ybuyl bu jué indecisive

(he, this, MW, person, do, thing, indeci-é

sive, no, charisma) . He is a very indecisive person with

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Ta zhé ge rén zud shi ybuyl bl jué, méiydu poli.

R léngjing level-headed
(bandle, problem, need levbeaded)  When dealing with a problem, you
HEREELSS, should be level-headed.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Chall wenti yao léngjing.

R R i chéngshd \ mature

{woman, like, mature, man) i
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" i Women like mature men.
L AERABH B A g

N0{rén xihuan chéngshi de nanrén.

B i danchin i naive

(young, girl, all, very, naive) :
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" * Young girls are very naive.

FERLBILHBRAEL,

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Nidanging nihair déu hén danchin,

i R tGoqi naughty
(little, kid, born, naughty, but, lively, cute) .
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" i Little kids are naughty, but cute.

............................................................................................................................................................................

Xidohdizi tidnshéng tdogi, ddnshi hudpo ké’ai.
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(have/haven’t, politeness)

BH/EALHR : you/méi limao  polite, impolite

(she, very, has/hasn’t, politeness) ;

"""""""""" She is very polite/impolite.
R/ RS,

Ta hén ydu/méi limao.

(proud, arrogant)

i34 : jido’ o . proud, arrogant

(he, very, arrogant, anyone, all, not, will- |

ing, show interest in) i He is so arrogant that he is not will-

........................................................................................... lng to talk to others.
fib R4, HEAR AN IR FE R '

Ta hén jido’ o, shéi dou bl yudn licdi.

M xianshi realistic

(people., grow up, after, then, will, change,

very, realistic) i When people grow up they become

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- i more realistic.

Rén zhangda yihou jit hui bian de hén xidanshi.

R i gudduan i resolute, decisive

p—
H

i
(until, key, moment, need, resolute, make, |

decision) At the critical moment, one should

............................................................................................ be resolute when making decisions.

Dd&o guanjian shikeé, ydo guddudan zuo juéding.
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( English)

B8 . langman { romantic, romanticism

(they, although, already, are, mid-aged person, ,?Although they are middle-aged,

| but, still, preserve, young, when, romantic) ' they have still managed to keep
fiBRRERFEN, BIARARFEEZM their younger-aged romanticism
RAYRE, | alive

............................................................................................................................................................................

Tamen sair@n yi shi zhdngnianrén, dan réngran bdochizhe nidnging shihou de
langman.

(self, selfish)

=k A Zist selfish

(human, is, selfish, animal) :
............................ 4 Humans are SEIfiSh animals.
ARBRBHD, '

Rén shi zisi de dongwu.

(rigid, serious)

7= yansu serious

(he, this, MW, person, very, serious, work, ! He is a very serious person. When

| when, never, jokearound) i he is working, he never jokes

fie XA MR, TR0 EMARTFBE% . | around.

Ta zhé ge rén hén ydnsu, gongzud de shihou cong bu kai wanxido.

(true, honest)

Hik { zhénchéng . sincere, sincerity
(my, sincerity, win, PT, her, heart) ;
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- .E My Sincerity won her heart.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

WO de zhénchéng yingdéle ta de xin.
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HEBH | congming | smart

( he, very, - smart, college entrance exam, |

score, PT, full, point) He is very smart, scored perfect on

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- the college entrance examination.
R, BERT M |
Ta hén congming, gdokdo déle manfen.

#H shili snobbish

(he, is, MW, snobbish, small, person, I, i

bear, not able, him) He is such a snobbish person that I

............................................................................................................................................................................

Ta shi ge shili xidorén, wd shou bu lido ta.

RE wénzhdng stable

(stable, people, take care of things, very , de-
i Stable people do things in a depend-

pendable) .
........................................................................................... able manner.
BREMADBERATRE, :

Weénzhong de rén banshi hén kékado.

(hard, strong)

IR 5 jiangiang strong-willed

(she, very, strong-willed, never, fear, any,

difficulty) :
........................................................................................... : afraid Of difficulty.

i She is very strong-willed, never

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Ta hén jiangidng, coéng bl jupa rénhé kunnan,
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& 31, guzhi stubborn

(he, this, MW, person, very, stubborn, a lit- !

tle, even, not, listen, person, persuade) He is so stubborn, never willing to

............................................................................................ listen tO Other’s advice.

............................................................................................................................................................................

Ta zhé ge rén hén guzhi, yidianr dou bu ting rén quan.

(warm, tender)

............................................................ e m e et eeeseteenneeesesaetestesqeetertotteetenttnintecnnnacteateaaarsetesanseearensoranaasad]

&E i wénrbu i tender, soft

(everybody, all, envy, him, has, MW, ten»?

der, wife) ;Everyone admires him because he

........................................................................................... has a tender Wife.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Rénrén dou xianmu ta ydu ge weénrdu de |dopo.

£ 5 duoyi not willing to trust people

(she, walk into, PT, one, time, trap, after, to- |
o i After she was cheated once, she
ward, any, stranger, all, has, some, suspicion) i

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ i suspected every stranger that she

W ET—KRAUGE, MEMEEARE & came in contact with.
L. |

Ta shangle yi ¢i dang yihou, dui rénhé moshéng rén dou yduxié dudyi.

(right, straight)

............................................................ S PP
i

H zhéngzhi upright, honest

(he, is, MW, honest, judge)

RN EAMEE.

................................................................................................................................................................

He is a very upright, honest judge.

Ta shi ge zhéngzhi de faguan.
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#iE reqing warm-hearted

(she, very, warm - hearted, always, happy,

help others) She is very warm - hearted, always

T illing to lend a helping hand.
R, BRETHA :

Ta hén réqging, zOngshi léyld zhurén.

w"y ' rudnrud | weak (mentally, emotionally)

(he, in, difficulty, front, seem, very, weak) When staring problems in the face,

he is weak.

TG zai kunnan midngian xidnde hén rudnrud.




Body Parts

B R ER AL

M 4% héuijié adam’s apple

K& I gébo arm

=1 béi back

R - hz ' beard

LN rufang breast

JB 1 pigu buttocks

i Xiong . chest

TE xidba ‘ : chin

L rigou cleavage

A . érduo | ear

B zhdu elbow

iR I yanjing _ eyes

iod - lidn : face

F shdu hand

EX shduzhi finger

L giénbi forearm

L. téu head

k& . toufa . hair

HIJE R - jidohougan : heel
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B . Xigai knee
i L leg

W zuichln lips

N F i xi&o hizi moustache

0O i kdu mouth

& | zhijia ' nail

M jing . neck
BT ' bizi | nose
FE | shouzhdng

! palm

B . jianbang | shoulder

7 duzi stomach
% yachi teeth
* e L datut | thigh

B Bk | jicozht ! toe

3 i yao | waist

Fh { shéuwan | wrist

(1, foot, hurt)

BB,

...........................................................................................................................................................................

W4 jido téng.

My foot hurts.

(my, ankle, sprain)

W4 de jidohudi niti shang le.
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(my, leg, bone, break) ;
........................................................................................... My leg iS broken.
KHWEBRERT, ;

W0 de tul glizhé le.

(my, nose, bleeding)
........................................................................................... My nose iS bleeding.
REOBFHIMT , i

W3 de bizi lid xié le.

(IO, your, face, wash, clean) 5
........................ ‘ 4.._., Wash your face.
AR, ;

Ba ni de lidn x7 ganjing.




Colors

B o'

(this, MW, book, is, red) . .
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- This book is red.

EABRITEH, e 4

.....................................................................................................................................................................

Zhe bén shi shi hdngsé de.

B ' haise ' black
% £ | lanss ' blue
we hesé brown
53] lisé green
X6 huise gray
FHE | kagis khaki
RER | dan Zise | lavender
wa jusé orange
6 Zise * purple
ae ' héngsé red
He& bdise white
HE huangsé yellow

(this, MW, picture, very, colorful) ; o
froeomrsos s s This picture is very colorful.

R E R

............................................................................................................................................................................

Zhé f( hud hén xianyan.

BREBH shén lisé de dark green
REBH L gidn lisé de ! light green




Clothing
x Ak

(10, pants, wear, on)

B& kuzi chud@n shang.

Put on your pants.

(10, pants, take off)

Ba& kuzi tud dido.

............................................................................................

Take off your pants.

(swim, clothing)

;37 43 youydngyT bathing suit

(English )

H3JE i bikinik
(female, style, shirt )

TAM ¥ nlishi chénshan blowse
(outside, cover )

W= L
(link, clothes, skirt )

T “Gnquun ........................................... e
(cowboy, pants)

T e Jeans ......................................
(sleep, clothes)

L ST oo pdamas
——— i ..I.);mts ....................
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{ (link, pants, sock )

T wazi socks
L (west, clothes)
e S e e
W00l clothes ) e
R mé..c.).y.l . T
weat, Shr) e
S o e ——
(English, shirt) ‘
A e S
(right, body, pants) e
| B8 Cinshenky txgh{é. """""""""""""""

...........................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................... ' Put on your shoes.
EEEEF k. '

Ba pixié chudn shang.

(10, leather shoes, take off) ;
.......................................................................................... Take Off your ShOCS.
ERERE, =

Ba pixié tud digo.
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(breast, cover)

ik :5 ylxié galoshes

(high, heel, shoes)

R grogenxie highhels
(leather, shoes)

KEE e : sh(;; ....................................
(sport, shoes)

iz sh &k Jjundongxié snez;i;;;; ------------------------------
(IO, shoelaces, tie, on) E
........................................................................................... . Tie your shoelaces.

LRI 5

Ba xiédai jié kai.

........................................................................................... : Untie you shoelaces.

(leather, strip)

Bk ITngddi




106 Clothing

(IO. gloves, wear, on)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- i Put the gloves on.

mEEM L. | |

B& shoutdo ddi shdng.

(10, gloves, pick, off)

REEmTK.

Ba shdutdo zhai xidlai.

g maozi cap

(invisible, shape, glasses)
ﬁ%ﬂf?ﬁﬁ% yT‘r-1xTng ;dnjing ...... énco-n‘tact lé;s;; ................
(eye, mirror)
.,EE% ......... yénlmg ......................................... é lasses ................................. 1
(hand, cover)

$§ ............ S hOUt d(.). e ..é.lo.\./.;s. ...................................
(surround, cloth)

o T S Carf ......................................
(sun, [eye], mirror)

KEI(RE tGiyengyaning | sunglasses |
(hand, watch)

=% sembide b wrist watch
w0 moé_ . To put on

(eyebrow, pen)

i ey é yehner ................................

iR % ydnying eye shadow
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(powder, base)

1 JEE féndi foundation

(lip, paste)

B chinggio lipsick |
(eyelash, paste)

BREE - Jiemaogao masc>a-rz-1' -------------------------
(fragrant, water) 4
&K éxiﬁngshuT épérfﬁme/.c;i;gr'le o
M4 kdudai pocket

(hand, carry, bag)

Fita shoutibdo pocket bag

(this, MW, sweater, is, pure, cashmere)
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" i This sweater is cashmere.
ROFERRAEEM. g

Zhé jian maoyi shi chdn yangmao de.

(this, MW, clothing, is, 50%. wool, 50%,

cotton) This piece of clothing is 50% wool,

............................................................................................................................................................................

Zhé jian yifu shi bai fen zhT wiishi yangm@&o, bdi fén zhi wishi mianlido .

(English)

findg Jé e '~ shénsud nfléng | polyester

(real, silk)

B zhénsi pure silk

>~
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(pure, cotton)

£ i maolido ' . wool

(he/she, dress, very, :
........................................................................................... ' He/She dresses very )
/M ER_ . —

Ta/Ta chudnzhud hén .

Bk , déti appropriate for age

(protect, old)

SFIH shoujit conservative
{:NE] timidan dapper
(enter, times)

| ABt | rushi | | fashionable
EipEl gianweéi fashionable

(tempt, tease)

R i xinggdn | sexy
(he, wear, clothes, very, has, taste) '

Ta chudn yifu hén you pinwei.

(he, wear, all, is, broken, clothes, broken,

ST e His clothes are all rags.
EMERBEREE, 3

cemraser et senm e de e n e e e, aas Eeeuea A e ea et eoa s e ee s aee e ee et aee b er s b aeeea s e N et en s aee o ce e tesareteatteamaaor ey paraaseaassansesees aranans

Ta chudn de dou shi pd yT lan shan.
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(white, clothes, very, easy, dirty)
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" : White clothes get dirty easily.

HERRIRBE S, ’

Baisé de yifu hén réngyi zang.

(don’t, IO, clothes, messily, throw, this : Don’t throw your clothes every-

way, easily, wrinkle) i where. They get wrinkled easily

IR ARELYY, XHEE 5K, : that way.

Bié bd yifu luan réng, zhéydng rongyi zhdu.

(this, MW, clothes, I, Wear'.j The clothing is too big/small for

00, big/small)

Zhé jian yifu wo chudn tai da/xido le.

EEETHEAK//NT - waist.

(this, MW, skirt’s, waist, too, big/small)  The skirt is too big/small in the

........................................................................................... These pants are very baggy.
| XARETRAE, :

Zhe tido kuzi hén féi.

(this, MW, suit, very, fit, my, body) ;

........................................................................................... ThiS Suit fltS me perfect.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Zhe tdo xifi feichang hé wod de shén.
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(this, kind, material, clothes, must, dry, !
i Clothing of such material must be

. dry-cleaned.

Zhé zhdng lidozi de yifu bixu ganxl.

(10, your, shirt, tuck, good) :
............................................................................................ é' Tuck your Shirt in.

EIREI R 2

.......................................................................................... S R

Ba ni de chenshdn yé hdo.

(my, jeans, dy by, me, wear, break)

i I’ ve worn this pair of jeans so much

that they have holes in them.

W& de nilizaikii yijing béi wd chudn po le.

(your, socks, wear, opposite)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Ni de wazi chuan fdn le.

(your, shirt’s, button, button, not straight)
: You buttoned your shirt wrong.

Ni chényi de kouzi kou wai le.

(my. shirt, stain, full, PT. ketchup) i
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" \/Iy shirt has ketchup all over it.

RS AR N P

...........................................................................................................................................................................

WO de chénshdn zhdn manle fangiéjiang.
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(your, clothes, wrinkled) ‘
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" + Your clothes are wrinkled

R B A MR 45 4 L B Y .

NI de yifu zhouzhoubdbad de.

(my, shirt, broken, PT, MW, hole)
............................................................................................ Mv Sweater has a hole ln lt

KRBT A

W& de chénshan pole ge dong.

{my, pants. rip, PT, MW, opening) : .
...... :...4.-l.--.----.----.-.----.-.....................‘.......A_.......A......,..A.....__g My pants are ripped-

XM#greHTr4 0+ :

W& de kuzi sile ge kduzi.

(I must, wash clothes) :

@&rmT _WMMWMWWH

Wo déi x1 yifu le.

(your, pants’. zipper, open)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Xour fly lS down

e FROREETF T o |

Ni kuzi de lalian kai le.

(your, shirt. and, your, scarf, very, suit each

Your shirt and your scarf go well
other)

/J\Bfl%'f?/%ﬂﬁ?l?l‘b&rhﬂ%ﬂxlﬁ Lo

Ni de chénshdn hé ni de tbujin hén banpei.

together.

(10, your, hang up)

EfRE HEAE,

Ba ni de gua gilai. J<

Hang up your
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Foods

: yezi

; coconut

ER

pinggud

apple

TE

. xidngjiao

i banana

=k

yingtdo

cherry

wE

putao

grape

B bk

: mihéutdo

L kiwi

Frig

i ningméng

i lemon

wT

L jazi

; orange

BT

. taozi

% peach

UTF

iz

pear

b

i bolud

pineapple

BE

; cGoméi

: strawberry

[N

. X1gud

i watermelon

(eat, apple, before, should, peel, skin)

| before eating.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Ch pinggud zhigian yao xido pi.

You should peel the skin of the apple
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(watermelon, rot) i
.........................u‘.»---.....-.--.....----.u---»-»-».----u--u-----------------i The watermelon is rotten.
ARET, 5

Xigua lan le.

(milk, make, product)

i huangyéu  butter

7 B ndildo cheese
(chicken, eggs)

& jidan | eggs
(man-made, cream)

A& Wik rénzao ndiybu margarine
(sour, milk)

3] suanndi yogurt

BB ] chaoxianji { artichoke
=E 2 lasln asparagus
[iig=yia xilanhud broccoli
E¥i2 caihud cauliflower
Fr3E gincai celery |
£k yumi | corn

K hudnggua cucumber
il ' giézi i eggplant
K5 dasudn E garlic
FH gmngjido i green pepper
I HL jianjico ‘ hot pepper
¥ shengcai lettuce
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yangcong

i onion

ES

! paocd

pickle

T8

étﬂdéu

potato

NELE B

i xiGo héng ludbo

i radish

b

i bocai

E spinach

g

 dGodou

{ string bean

=k

 baishi

i sweet potato

[TEAR T

xthéngshi

! tomato

(cattle, meat)

FH nidrou . beef

(chicken, meat)

SR jirdu c-hicken

(duck, meat)

_%'H i é..yé}bu duCk .....................................
1 ya ! fish

(sheep, meat)

ESL yangrou lamt; ......

(pig. meat)

% o Z harou ................................................ I.). ork ......................................
(snake, meat)

4 Taeds . ke
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3

iz 4F 7 géli clam

(dragon, shrimp)

(miss. our, dish, too, bland; please. give,

Usaddalltﬂesa“) Waitress, our dish is a little bland.
AE, FRATIRY %j(?ﬁ?o HaEATIn— Please bring us some salt.
HILE, | |

Jidl can be used with all condiments. S and zhdn are specifically used for powdered and lig-

uid condiments respectively.
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(spicy, pepper)

B IGjico hot pepper
H % | shéngjiang | ginger
Kir | dasudn | garlic

(on, this, MW, dish, on, sprinkle, a little, '

|
'

S Put some salt on this dish.
FEIXE R B — S LA,

Z4i zhé dao cdi shang sa yididnr yan.

(pepper, powder)

A U hajiaofén black pepper

(flavor, essence)

w0 weulng ................. Msé
£ yan salt

i tang sugar

(French fries, very, bland, should, dip, a !

litle, ketchup) . The French fries are bland; you

J, should put some ketchup on them.

-----

W Idjiang hot sauce

(tomato, sauce)

EY T onggieng kehwp
xR jiemo mustard

&M i xiGngyou { sesame oil
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# jiangybu soya sauce

(strawberry, sauce)

EEE 0 ctoméijiang | strawberry jam |
(sweet, sour, sauce)‘

mEE CtGnoljang  sweet and sour sauce |
75 cu vinegar

% (1) kao (ya) to roast (duck)

E (8E) - zhi  (jidan) to boil  (eggs)
#wWO(ERA) shuan (ydangrou) to instant boil (mutton)
e (ER) zhd (shltido) to fry (french fries)

i (G8E) jian  (jidan) to pan (eggs)

¥ (R chdo (fan) to sauté (rice)

# (B¥F) zhéng (jidozi) to steam  (dumplings)

B (M) shao (qiézi) to stew (eggplant)

(mouth, fragrant, candy)

O kduxiangtang chewing gum
(English)
R giGokeli chocolate
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(English)
% FI % | mailist - skittles
WA tanghalu sugar-coated haws on a stick, Chinese snack

|

(little, eat)

(flat round cake, dry)

PEF : binggdn biscuits, cookies
(English)

@gg ............................................ . OUduéduéChlp5Ahoy ........................
(English)

ﬁEﬁAoﬁaooreos ....................................
(Enlish)

/,%Z ................................................. ' LeZhT .... R ltzcraCkerS .....................

FE fangbidnmian instant noodles

(explode, corn, flower)

BAIE bdomihua popcorn
{potato, piece)

Zh shipidn potato chips
(English)

& Pinke Pringles
(English)

RE Léshi Lay’s
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(English)

FR/ B IR pinggud/boludpai . apple/ pineapple pie
=P - juwiba ' Big Mac

(English )

#43 B f jishi hanbdobdo Cheeschurger |
(McDonald’s, happy, chicken)

EERg mailéjt Chicken nug‘g-etls ----------

(double, level, English)

W2#H LINEN shudngcéng jishi hanbdobdo

‘Double-cheeseburger

(surpass, value, set, meal)

BEER chdozh! tdocan

i extra-value meal

(McDonald's, fragrant, fish)

EZff mdixiangy(

Fish sandwich

( potato, strip)

25k shitido French fries
(English)
&L _ hanbdobao Hamburger

(happy, playground, meal)

Foo Rl & kdixin léyudn can

Kid's Meal

{McDonald's, spicy, chicken, leg, hamburger)

3 B L 42 | Mail&jitul hanbdo

éSpicy chicken sand-

i wich

(English)

B Xind

Sundae
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(soft, beverages)

(English |

e kekoukeleCoke ............................................
16 & | jionyi ksl | Diet Coke

( English)

B fendGFma .......................................... 4
‘(mmeral spring, water)

TRk kuangauanshui Umineral water |
(hundred_. “t.l?mgs, can, laugh)

g i e
R

+= grxi 7-up .............................................
Lonow, green)

i e p—
lgas, water) e

L Q|Shu150da ..............................................
(cow, milk)

T nlunalmllk ..............................................
8 NaiXT ' milk shake
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(strip, fat, milk)

ke bing Ilcha green tea (iced)
(ice, tea) |
@3 bingcha iced-tea

¥ R mm: : pdomo kaféi cappuccino
(coffee)
i HE kafei i coffee

Y 48 vim | néngsud kaféi | espresso
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(hOt’ English) .............................................................................................
HIh N ré gidokeli hot chocolate
(fast, melt, coffee)
15 i ik | suréng kafai instant coffee

it alcohol
nEL i pijit beer
(English)
mﬁ Be,ke ...................... Be.;l.{ :
(English )
ET Baws Budweiser
(English)
%:HE ....................................... J|dsh|bo Carleerg ...............................
(English)
HEm wra | Coroma
(English, beer)
o mapi dravght beer |
(happy, strength)
EZ xii  Henckem |
(blue, ribbon)
w% e ' Pabst Blue Ribbon
(city in China)
H & Qingddo Tsinééa;) ............................
(old name of Beijing)
o \./.dnﬁng Yammg .......................................
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(meal, after, sweet, alcohol)

B Ccannou tiemjis quors |
(English, English)

FE A% Ganyl bailandi | Cognac
(English)

o SN \RemyMartm ...........................
(English, alcohol)

é7ﬁ :ﬁnjiu Gm ...............................................
(English, English)

W RIRE sfadaim Beefeaters .............................
(English, English)

Fink Gedunin | Gordom’s
(English, English) i

o éélénjm .................... :Gram’s ......................................
(coffee, sweet, alcohol)

o i A4 el tgnis Kb
(English , alcohol)
Eﬂh&ﬂ,‘ﬁ . P R um ............................................
(English)

g | Baijiade E'Bacardi ......................
(English, boat, captain)

@*ﬁﬁ’&t’t | ' Mbgén Chudnzhdng Captain Morga;;é --------------
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g ) e
FrEHL Tejlla Tequllla

(English)

wwE Voo Jose cuervo |
(English )

ﬁ%m .............................. J— fUte“dVOdka .........................................
(Sweden, vodka)

BRI Rudonfieia Absolt
(Finland, vodka)

5 mmuFelm,pnld """"""""""""""""""
57—3 ............................ Huongguan S Smlmoff .....................................
(Russian, red, brand)

w0 Sién Hongpéi | Stolichnaya
(English)

EM:@ ........................................... We|3h|“WhISkey .....................................
(Canada, club)

WEABRE  JonadaJuebd CanadionClb
(English, 12, years)

seLnE  ZhhuGshi "8 nidn Chivas Regal 12 years
(English )

*ggg,; .......................................... GelanwelGrams .......................................
(English )

15,21 ................... ZhanblanhmBeam ..................................




Beverages 125

(English )
K- e Jiéké Danni Jack. Damels ..........................
(English)
—— ZhénbéoJ&B .............................................
(English)
HEE Zhanmeéichén Jameson

.......................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

oy 4] | Twaijil cocktail
(black, Russia)
%@ﬁk?ﬁf ............................. He|seE|uos|B1aCkRu551an ..........................
(bloody, English)
mfgﬂﬂ ........................................... x.eMg“BloodyMary ............................
RS
B Daikérul Daiquiri
(English)
&% 9 . Jintaingli  Gin and Tonic
HEIEG Qingcdoméng Grasshopper

.............................................................................................................................................................................

K&k Chdangddo Bingcha Long Island Ice Tea
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(E?Igluh) .......................................................................................
g®@ Manhadin Manhattan

(E?lgll.Sh ) .....................................................................................................
i‘%*ﬁﬂﬁ]?—r -------------- Magélite . Margarita

(E?Ig[iS]l ) .................................................................................................................................
O TR | Xinla Madingni Martini Dry

AR XU Yélin Féngguang Pina Colada

amiEAN . Hongfén Jidren Pink lady

7] Sidao Screwdriver

(day, rise, dragon, English)

Hﬂjﬁﬁé ------ g-"RTSVh-éng Léngéhéldn | Tequila sunrise

(English, sour)

Bt B | Waishijisuan Whiskey sour

(English, alcohol)

HIEN xiangbinjil champagne

(grapes. alcohol)

KR : pltaojill wine | B
ZHk erguodtéu Chinese alcohol

(this, alcohol, very, strong)

JXYEETE{IP/?.O """""""""""""""""""""""""""" J This alcohol is very strong.

Zhé jili hén chong /lié.

(this, alcohol, proof, not, high)

JZYIEE#[X: %o """"""""""""""""""""""""""" This alcohol is not strong.

Zhé jiti dishd b gdo.
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(this, whisky, 40, degree)

azﬁij:.u 40 B,

Zheé weishiji sishi du.

| This whiskey is 80 proof.

(Waxtress I want, one, cup, beer)

/Mﬂ &E ﬂ#L‘%

| Waitress, I’d like a cup of beer.

T

(walter I Want, one, can, cola)

H&%J\,qu %)L_fﬂ?c

-1 Waiter, I’d like a can of cola.

Fawuyudn, wo ydo yi gudnr kelé.

(m1<ter I, want, one, can, 7- up)

S’EE ?EE Fﬂ?tﬁo

Xidnsheng, wo ydo yi ting gixi.

-| Waiter, I’d like a can of 7-Up.

(I, want, one, small/large, cup, orange,
[ would like one small/large glass of

Julce)
' 1 0].
‘?&E—’l\/iﬁﬁﬂ‘c
W& y&o yT xido /da béi chéngzhi.
l (I. want, ice-cold, beer)
------------------------------------------------------------- ['d like an ice-cold beer

W3 yao bingzhén pijit.
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(Sprnte,I want, cold)

EL.F ﬁ%ﬁiﬂ’lo

Xuébi, wod ydo liang de.

I want cold Sprite.

(please, you, add, a little, ice cube)

““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““ Please add some ice cubes
BRI — S ILvk 3L,

Qing ni jia yididnr bingkudir.

(miss, give, tea, inside, add, a little, hot,

_water) ) ) | Miss, please add some water to my tea.

/I, %gﬁﬂﬂ ..\.)Li‘iwk

Xidojié, géi chd ii jia yidianr ré shul.

(mister, please, you, add a httle, sugar)

e M — ULEE .

Xiansheng, ging ni jid yididnr tang.

1 Sir, please bring more sugar.

(once, drunk release, thousand worry) Once you are drunk, all your worries

—HBTR. go away.

Yi zui ji& gian chou.

(alCOhOI’after’Spnom’true’words) _____________ A drunk man’s words are a sober
BEERTES, man’s thoughts.

Jili hou td zhen yan.
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(contend, alcohol)

PFH pin jid compare who can drink most

(with, me, compare who can drink most,

you, still, weak, a little) When compared with me, your drink-

EE?&?}#?E‘ it kﬁl

Gén wo pin jil, ni hai nen dianr.

| ing level is weak.

B guan zul to be forced to drink

(I, dont't, like, by, person forced to dnnk)
1 I dont’t like to be forced to drink.

R EWH R, e e

WO bl xthuan béi rén gudn zui.

(awake, alcohol)

PR xing jit . to sober up

(I, 8 o' clock, will, with, boss, meet, I,

. 1]
must, soher up) I am going to meet my boss at 8. 1’ ve

ﬁ/h&i%?ﬁ%fﬁ iﬁ &f&ﬁi@@

W0 ba didn ydo gen Idobdn jianmian, woé déi xingxing jil.

| gotta sober up!

(alcohol, strength)

HEE L L jidjinr affect of alcohol

(damn it, my, affect of alcohol, come up;
you, step-up, drive, vehicle) Shit! The alcohol has made me faded.

.................. You should drive.

Zao le, wo de jilijinr shanglai le. Ni |ai kaiche.
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N . . . .
(feeling, not intimate, sip; leeling, deep. | If you are not close with the person

Chug) with whom you are drinking, sip (your
RBEER, R0 RER, —0 ko drink). If you are comfortable, chug.

Ganging gidn, tian yi tian; ganging shén, yi kdu men.

This phrase is said when making a toast as a way to cajole, almost force the other

party to chug. How can you tell the person who is making a toast to you that the

relationship between you is not profound?




Restaurant

% (B

(meal, hall)

&7 canting restaurant
(food, bal) ..

it Shlwngcafetena ......................................
{alcohol, English) ;

" Y b ar ................................................

5 bowl

i chair

®r - kudizi chopsticks

(Westerner, not, able, use, chopstick)
P AASHERT,

Xifangrén bl hui shi kudizi.

~-| Westerners can’ t use chopsticks.

W F | baizi | ' cup
(meal, table)
BR . canzhud dining table

(please, set, properly, table)
HIEFRR

Qing bdi hdo canzhuo.

-1 Please set the table.
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XF chazi fork
TF  ddozi  knife

(meal, towel, paper)

B4 canjinzhi

napkins

BT . panzi

plate

e ' diezi

i small plate; saucer

A1F _ shdozi

{ spoon

(suck, pipe)

(table, cloth)

........................................................ gereeeeseertatoraacesnn

B L canbi

table cloth

(please, 10, tablecloth, lay, good)

SRR

Qing bd canbu pu hdo.

-| Please put the tablecloth on the table.

(tea, cup)

x*H chabéi tea cup
(tea, pot) |

-3 i chahu tea pot

(waitress, can, give, teapot, continue, a

little, water, QW)

/MH, TTELS F S R L KD ?

Xidojié, keéyi géi chahl xu dianr shui ma?

(tooth, piece of bamboo)

F % ' | yagian

 toothpick
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(my, teeth, gap, inside, have, something,
please, give, me, one, MW, toothplck) I have food in between my teeth.

&%ﬁ? BELRMG FHEK—WB 5]:% Please pass me a toothpick.

WO ya féng li ydu dongxi, ging géi wod yi gén yaqgianr.

(morning, meal)

a0 Cgsolen breckfast |
(noon, meal)

pay , o - lunCh ............................................
(evening, meal)

- r Wénfcn. dmner ......................................

{China, food)

EP@ ............................................. ZhongcanChmesefOOd .............................
(fast, food)
mgkumoanfastfmd .....................................
(west, food)
E& ............................................. XICGnWGStemeOd ...........................

e | caidan ' menu

(mlSS, look ahttle, your, menu) Waitress, can [ have a look at your

/N, ﬁ Tﬁ‘1l']ﬂ’]§i$$o menu?

Xidojié, kan yixia nimen de caidan.
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INEHEE i xidocong ban doufu i bean curd with shallots
AR pdi huanggua cucumbers in sauce
BEEEXK | wlixidng huash&ngmf | five spices boiled peanuts
i AR AR ] tang ban xthéngshi tomatoes with sugar
E[E 300 Ch- jilcdi chdo jidan fried Chinese chives and eggs
PO AR i jldan xthéngshi fried eggs and tomatoes

: fried sliced potatoes, pepper and
= i dis@nxian o 1 P Pepp

s | eggplant
A3 suanréong shengceai romaine lettuce with minced garlic
EEtE2 cu liu tudou si shredded potatoes with vinegar
B+ shao giézi stewed eggplant
BUEH gingchdo ddumido stir-fried bean sprouts
RELE i jiachang ddufu ! homely tofu
PR TR t mapd doufu pock-marked grandma’s tofu (spicy)
ARSAEN ] héngshao doufu stewed tofu
BERST yaoguod jiding diced chicken with cashewnuts
BEEST gongbdo jiding diced chicken with peanuts (spicy)
BERY yaxiang roust fish flavored shredded pork
TER jingjiang rousi shredded pork in Beijing sauce
HER guldorou sweet and sour pork
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WL A tangeu Iiji sweet and sour pork tenderloin
aEHEE héngshao paigl stewed spareribs

BIBRER cong bdo yangrou quick fried mutton with onion
BHRER Ziran yangrou strange flavored mutton

o U 4 gali niarou beef curry

B4 A tiéban nidrou . beef served on a sizzling iron plate
KEHA shui zhi nilrou boiled beef with hot peppers

#EM A W : haoyéu nidirdu | [ried beef in.oyster sauce

{main, food)

BT jidozi . Chinese dumplings

2k mantou Chinese steamed bread
P - Chinese steamed stuffed bun (usually
BF i baozi i
; i pork)
(fried, noodles)
a1 chaomidn fried noodles
e #% TH zhd@jidngmidan fried noodles served with bean sauce
75 2 IP IR jidan chdo fan i {ried rice with egg
4 RS IR nidrou chao fan fried rice with minced beef
R H nidaroumidan noodles served with beef
KR mifan rice
M k5 4 Ydngzhou chdo fan Yangzhou style fried rice

5 zhou porridge (very popular in China)
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32877 sudnlatang | hot and sour soup

i hot pickled mustard and
BXRAZYG i zhdcadi rdusTtang g

i shredded meat soup
=89 s@nxiantang i three flavored soup
[CEAR T BLE: 47 xthongshi jidan tang | tomato and egg soup

(sweet, refreshments)

(ice, English)

........................................................ B L LT L LTI PRTR

bingqilin

i ice cream

vk JL binggdnr popsicle

(English)

15]— S bUdTng pUddmg ......................................
(this, MW, dish, very, )

Zhé ddo cai hén . This dish is very

nan chr bad-tasting

# { kU bitter

®w 3 dan bland

ich cui crispy

(good, eat)

1072 | h&o chr delectable

& | tang hot (temperature)
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=

L xian

salty

i sudn

. sour

spicy

2 % 8

{tian

| sweet

| xidng

&

. aromatic, {ragrant

(this, MW, dish, smell, very, aromatic)
XEFEARKRE,

Zhé ddo cdi wén qilai hén xiang.

1 This dish smells great!

Hi 3E didao

i authentic

(Rocky's, dumplings, make, very, authen-

tic, like, Chinese, make, same)

‘Rocky 9 e T 18 R it 1% R E A

Rocky’s dumplings are very authentic,

just like a Chinese makes.

Rocky de jidozi bdo de hén didao, xiang Zhonggudrén bao de yiyang.

4 L hi

i burnt

(this, roast duck, roast, time, too, long,
all, burn, PT, no, way, eat) ... .
A e R T, AT, 1%

%L,

Zhé kdoya kdo de shijian tai chang le,

This duck has been roasted so long that

it is burnt. It is inedible!

dou hi le. Méifar chr.

(fire, time)

K

éhuéhou

. duration and degree of

| cooking
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(miss, this, MW, dish, cook, still, not,
reach, duration and degree of cooking; can,
_again, boil, alittle while, QW) . .
N, ﬁﬁ%fﬁz%ﬁjxﬁlk fﬁo ﬁ | Can you cook it a bit longer?

Waitress, this dish is not fully cooked.

(down, rice)

........................................................ T L LT T TSRO PP SRR

TR xiafan | go well with rice

(rEd stew, Spare“b very, g0 Well W‘th rlce) Stewed spareribs go really well with

ﬂ%ﬁ?%ﬁi‘?’ﬁo rice.

Hongshdo pdigl hén xiafan.

“: jué superb

(Nima, make, gongbdo jiding, very, su-

L) Nima makes a great gongbao jiding
Nima B XY T R4

Nima zud gongbdo jiding hén jué.

/% i nén/Ido tender/ tough

(this, meat, very, tender/old)

KAAM/ET.

Zhe rou tdi nén/1do le.

| This meat is tender/tough.

(Chinese food, you, eat, accustomed, QW) | Are you accustomed to eating Chinese

1 food?

Q)npgﬁznzﬁgiﬁi@?

Zhdngean ni chi de guan ma?
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(I, still, not, accustomed)

W3 hai méi xigudn ne.

(this, MW, table, very, dirty)
A) XKEFRE,

Zhé zhang zhudzi hén zang.

This table is dirty.

(no problem, not clean, not clean, eat,

PT. no. sickness) No problem. If it’ s not clean, it

doesn’t matter. You won’t get sick.

Méishir, bu gan bl jing, chile méi bing.

Used as a joke to comfort someone when meeting unsanitary conditions when

eating.

(you, want, eat, what)
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" What do you feel like eating?

NI xiang cht shénme?

(give, what, eat, “‘ha‘) I'1l eat whatever I can get my hands

A) wil 4, vzt 4 on.

Gé&i shénme, chi shénme.

Used as a joke to express that you are not a picky eater. A polite way of allowing

the other person decide what you eal.

Two foreigners walk into a restaurant in Beijing. Let’s listen . ..
A = Waitress

B = Foreigner

C = Foreigner
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(you, order, some, what)

A) RIS S ILH A7

0

Nimen didn didnr shénme?

| What would you like to eat? (very in-
formal)

(we, still, not, think, good, able, wait, a
while, QW)

B) HATEBA M, lEE—2ILG?

| us a moment.

Women hdi méiydu xidng hdo, néng

We have not yet decided. Please give

déng yihuir ma?

{miss, order, dish;you, here, have, what,

speciality; please, you, give, us, recom-

mend, a little)

C) /M, J3R! HINTXILE 2R
K FWBENERE—T,

Xidojié, didn cdi! Nimen zhér ydu
tuijian yixid.

we’ d like to order. What

are your special dishes? Could you

Waitress,

please recommend one?

shénme tésécai? Qing ni géi wdmen

like,

spicy, or...)

( you, what, type of food; sweet,

......

......................................................................................

Nimen xihuan shénme kouweéir? Tid

What type of food do you like? Sweet,

spicy, or...

n de, 1d de, hdishi-:-

(all, OK; for, MW,
best, dish)

B) WAL, A EJLA R AR I3

us, serve, a few,

4 We eat everything. Give us your best

Dou kéyi. Géi women shang ji ge zul hdo de cdi ba.

dishes.
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(no problem; then, just, come, cashew

chicken, stxr—frled bean <prouts)

A) WAE, MkKERST, BHbg

Méi wenti. Na jiu Iai yaogud jiding,

No problem. That willl have to be our

1 cashew chicken and stir-fried bean

sprouts.

gingchdo doumido ba.

(you, drink, a little, what)

Nimen hé didnr shénme?

What would you like to drink?

(1, want, one, bott]e, ice-cold,

B) RE KGR,

WS ydo yi ping bingzhén pijil.

beer)

(I, want, one, can, Coke; you, have, ice

"cubes, QW) .
C) RAK— '9?75%0 1’1 fl']ﬁbkﬁUL"Jﬂ

WO 1ai yi ting kélé. Nimen ydu bing

[ would like a can of Coke. Do you

| have ice cubes?

kudir ma?

(have: staple food, order, what)

You. Zhushi ydo shénme?

Yes. What would you like as your sta-
ple food?

(two, bowl, rice: we, still, have, thing,

“please fast, a lltt e)
C) Bk iR, ROLEAIIL, Wt
'.'%JLO

LiGng wan mifan. Woémen hai you s

Two bowls of rice. We have something

to do (we’re in a rush). Please hurry

hir, ging kuadi yidianr.

(OK plea:e alxttle walt)

A) Iz} uﬁé#o

Hdo, ging shaodéng.

1 Ok, please wait a moment.
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Waitress quickly gives the two gentlemen

......

their beverages. Ten minutes later

(miss, you, here, serve dishes, why, so,

slow)

B) /J\izﬁ ﬁ ﬂ’]JXJLj:i,’E\

Xidojié, nimen zhér shdng cdi zénm

| to serve our food?

e zhéme man?

Waitress, why is it taking you so long

{(sorry, right away, come)

A) MRE, B E 3k,

Duibugi, mdashdng jiu 1di.

| I'm sorry, coming right up.

Two minutes later, . . .

( mister, cashew chicken, stir-fried bean

_sprouts, arrlve)

A) B MRET BUEHEKRT,

Sir, your cashew chicken and stir-fried

Xiansheng, yaogud jiding. gingchdo doumido Idi le .

bean sprouts.

(now, serve. rice)

Xidnzdi shang mifan ba.

Please serve the rice now.

Ten minutes later, . ..

|

(miss, please, you, again, come, two, i .
Waitress, could you please bring us
bowl, nce. help us, grab some, napkm) . | |
- : - two more bowls of rice. Please grab us
C) /N, R R BIK IR, RN ( "
a few napkins.
I = LK T R
Xid&ojie, ging ni zdi I4i lidng wdn mifan. Bang women nd yixié canjinzh
(OK)
A) 389,
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Twenty minutes later, . . .

(mxss settle, account)

B) /J\ilﬁ,?ﬁﬂ&o

Xidojié, jiézhang.

1 Waitress, check please.

(altogether, 32, MW, money; you, need,
recelpt, QW)

A) R P HB, KNEERE

Yigong sanshi’ ér kudi gian. Nimen

| Altogether 32 yuan . Do you need a re-

ceipt?

xtydo fapido ma?

Qw)
) FHIT. BT 7 7

Bayong le. Nimen néng ddzhé ma?

(no need you, able dlscount

No, that is not necessary. Can you

give us a little discount?

(todav not, able: next time)

A) /\XT\—I Lo T{k"l‘i

Jintidn bl kéyi. Xia ci ba.

(miss, give, us, bring, several, MW, box,

and, plastic bag, OK, QW; we, want,

B) /J\!Iﬂ BRMEILNRERNE R4S
7 RIEITWE.

Waitress, can you please bring us some

| take-out containers and a plastic bag?

We are going to make a doggy bag.

Xidojié, géi woémen nd ji ge fanh
dabdo.

¢ hé sllidoddi hdo ma? Women ydo

Waitress brings them bag and containers.

(thank you; good bye)

Xiéxie ni le. Zdijian.
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(slow, go, welcome, next time, honor us
_W‘th your presence) _ | Take it easy. Please come again.

BE, yu‘éﬂ%ﬂall’*o

Man zbu, hudnying xid ci gudnglin.

Other useful sentences:

(miss, our, dish, cold, able, give, us,

heat, a little, QW) Waitress, our food is cold. Can you

AE, BB T, A RN — | please heat it up for us?

Xidojié, women de cdi liang le, néng géi women ré yixia ma?

(miss, day lily, already, cold, PT, fast, a
ltde) Waitress, our day lily is already cold.
l e

. T Please hurry up!

Day lily is a vegetable that is served cold. Similar to the English joke, “Hurry
up, the salad is getting cold”. Hudnghuacdi déu liang le should be used as a joke

or only when you are really mad as it has the potential to annoy the waitress.

(miss, we, lack, one, MW, fork)

Xidojié, women shdo yi ba chazi.

(my Lea cup, crack)

%tﬂ’]%ﬂ&T

W& de chdbei po le.
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(this, dish, portion, &erv/not sufflclent)

REMARR/RR,

Zhe cai de fénliang hén/bl za.

1 This portion is very big/small.

(miss, our, dish, not, enough, want,

again, order, few, MW, dlshes)

we,

N, T 1B A 6, Bl AL
%o

Xidojié, women de cdi bl gou, wdmen

Waitress, our food is not enough. We

would like to order some more.

xidng zd&i didn ji ge cdi.

(miss, one, MW,
hair, able, explain, allttle, QW)

UME, BTIERE — B L%, R

our, dish, inside, has,

Xidojié, women cdi li you yi gén tbufa,

Waitress, there is a hair in our food.

Can you please explain why?

néng jiéshi yixia ma?

(you are, at, here, eat, or, are, take out)

A) WIJEZE ﬂ%‘fﬁiﬁ"

Nimen shi zdi zhér chr,

1 Are you going to eat in or take out?

hdishi ddizou?

(we, take out)

Women daizou.

(miss, you, dell\er food QW)

A) ML 1 R

Xidoji&, nimen sdng can ma?

1 Waitress, do you have delivery service?
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(please ask you [pollte]

B) %IHJ"’”HE@IUL?

Qingwen nin zhu ndr?

llve. where)

1 Where do you live?

(I, at, Chang an *'\venue, 15 number)

A) REEKZE 15 2,

Wo zai Chéng’ an Jié shiwl hdo.

(no, problem: you [polite], want, what)

Méi wenti. Nin ydo shénme?

not, want,

(I,
.too, splcy)

A) RETEBT. REAK,

W0 ydo gongbdo jiding, blydo tdi |

Gongbdo jiding,

want,

| spicy.

I want gongbao jiding, but not too

-Ql

(OK; right away, for, you [polite], deliv-

er, Qv er)

B) %o [gl_ténm.\ﬁ %

| away.

Ok. We' Il deliver that to you right

H&o. Mashang géi nin sdng gudqu.

Eating in China

Chinese are famous [or paying special att
earliest Chinese restaurant can be traced

ention to preparing and eating food. The
back over 2, 000 years and the first Chi-

nese cookbook was written over 2, 500 years ago.

The way that Chinese prepare foods also

tells us a lot about the country’s desire to

conserve energy. For instance, ingredients are cut before they are cooked so that

they can cook faster. (That also explains

why eating can be done without knives. )

Chinese woks have a curved shape so a small amount of heat covers a large area.
Bamboo steamers, used in cooking traditional baozi, can be stacked up so that one

source of heat can be maximized.
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Chinese cuisine can be broken down into a few regional styles. In the north, dishes
are prepared with a lot of onions and garlic and wheat is preferred over rice. One of
China’s most famous dishes calls the north its home, Beijing Roast Duck, which is
served with soft tortilla-like shells and plum sauce. The use of Hot Pots is very pop-
ular in China and the best mutton comes from Inner Mongolia’s Jining City. The
city of Harbin is famous for its fish, caviar, and pickled cucumbers. Due to histori-
cal and geographical reasons, Russian-style dishes are also quite popular.

The coastal city of Shanghai is famous for its seafood and xiuo long bao or dim
sum. Many light snacks are also available.

The Chinese culinary capital is Canton, or Guangzhou. Canton is world renowned
for its abundant amount of delicately flavored seafood. In fact, persons from this
region open most Chinese restaurants outside of the mainland.

Western China’s climate has made the growing season short and food is very care-
fully preserved. Sichuan cuisine is very spicy and the most famous dish is mapo
doufu or mama’s tofu. Make sure that you have a beverage close by when eating!

Foods from Hunan Province are by far the spiciest in all of China. The most famous
Hunan dish is duojiao yutou, {ish head with sliced hot peppers.

Eating is one of the most popular social activities in China. It is the custom to order
more than what one can possibly eat, so don’t be surprised if you end up with a lot
of food left. Chinese never go Dutch. Usually the person who suggests that they go
out to eat will pay, unless they are friends in which case there is an understanding
‘I paid last time so it is your turn now.

Other customs include :

» The main guest always sits farthest from the main door. He/she also sits facing
this door so that when new people enter the room, he/she is the first person that is

seen.

» Tea should be poured to the oldest person or most important person (boss, offi-
cial, etc.) first.

» When being poured beverages, tapping your index and middle finger together on
the table at least two times will represent “thank you”. The reason for this custom
dates back to Emperor Qian Long of the Qing Dynasty(1644-1911). One day,
Qian Long decided to get away from “Emperor’ lifestyle so he traveled to southern
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China. He did not want his identity to be revealed to the southerners and demanded
his servants to treat him as an equal, meaning that they were not allowed to kneel
down to him during their excursion, standard procedure for that epoch. In the
south, the group met new friends and was invited to eat dinner with them. At the
table, Qian Long poured one of his servants a cup of tea. Since the servant was not
allowed to kneel down to the Emperor as it would show his subordination, he
tapped his fingers on the table as a way of showing respect. Since then, this
method has been used to show respect and thanks to a person for pouring bever-

ages.
» The head of the fish should face the oldest person to show respect.
» Persons should not eat until the main guest starts to eat.

Beijing Roast Duck

Roasting ducks can be traced back over 1, 500 years to the period of the Northern
and Southern Dynasties (420-581 AD). It is also known that about 800 years lat-
er, the Mongolian Emperor of the Yuan Dynasty ate roast duck as a banquet delica-

cy.

Today, prior to being cooked, the duck is shown to the customers. Before being
served the main course, other cold and hot duck dishes are eaten. Tender on the in-
side and crisp on the outsied, Beijing Roast Duck is served in thin slices which are
rolled up in a thin pancake and eaten with cucumbers, scallions, and a sweet plum
sauce. Following the main course, the skeleton of the duck is placed into broth to
make duck soup.
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KETHA

(fly, machine)

AL  feift airplane

(save, nurse, vehicle)

P E jithiché ambulance
(self, move, vehicle)

BT | Zixingché Cbieydle |
i chuan boat

AHEE gonggodng giché ' bus

(steam, vehicle)

HUER cha@ngpéngché convertible

(lift, heavy, machine)

Eim ......................... quhong“ — Crane ..................................
(save, fire. vehicle)

wkE jthuoche  fretruck |

=5 )} zhishéngji helicopter
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(English, vehicle)

FERE . hdohud jidocha ' limousine

(bread, taxi)

........................................................ T SR R TR TE T ELEETTRLELTIREITED

i small yellow van (a kind

of cheap taxi in China)

ok A gidnshuiting submarine

(ground, iron)

i dmé SUbway .......................................
(rent, vehicle)

e Chazachétam ...............................................
(English)

e ténketank ..............................................

g i O
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ondi

- Audi

- Bdoma

| BMW

- Biéke

Buick

' Kadildke

' Cadillac

- Keldisié

Chrysler

§ Dayu

i Daewoo

| Falal

i Ferrari

Kt

 Fate

Ford

o

- Béntian

Honda

e

L Xiandai

i Hyundai

Eout

Evvashnmg

¢ Isuzu

é Lingzhi

i Lexus

EE

| -

| Linkan

Lincoln

- Mazida

Mazda

.~ Bénchi

i Mercedes-Benz

3o &0

[1]
b

é Sanling

Mitsubishi
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RR

Nisang

Nissan

Oubdio

Opel

PRE

Biaozhi

Peugeot

PRt 5

i Bdoshijié

Porsche

am

Hoénggi

Red Flag (Chinese)

{ Léinuo

Renault

¢ Lbosildist

Rolls-Royce

Fengtian

Toyota

L Xial

Xiali (Chinese)

@
H Eﬂ
' ;

Ddazhong

Volkswagen

P WO’ érwo

Volvo

(you can, clrlve, QW)

Q) fJ\z:}Fﬁ‘:"q?

N7 hui kaiche mo‘7

| Can you drive?

(I, 16, year, already, can)

W& shilit sui jit hui le.
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(I, can't, drive, car, I, only, can, ride,
3 . .
[ can’t drive a car. I can only ride a

bicycle)
1 bike.

A) BASHE RASHETF.

WS bl hui kaiché, wd zhi hul gi zixingehe.

(1, like, drive, car, go for a spin)

RERTERR,

W6 xthuan kaiché doufeng.

=1 | like joy riding, going for a spin.
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HHF

5a] i

x dong

! east

1t § bai

north

i ndn

il

i south

EXT

[i]

i west

%t | dongbéi

! northeast

[l XTbé&i

{ northwest

E

i dongndn

i southeast

£ XTndan

[z

i southwest

(bike, lane)

BfTF18 zixingchéddo bike lane
D) e
i zhuding collide, accident

(several, MW, car, collide, PT, together,
die, PT, three, MW, person)
JUREMET —&,%ET =1 A,

Ji lidng ché zhuang zaile yiqi, sile san

| cars, killing three.

There was an accident involving several

ge rén.

(one, MW, big,
MW, ride, bike)

—WAREMT —AWATEN, |

truck, bump, PT, a,

Yi liang da kdache zhuangle yi ge qi zixingché de.

A truck hit a person riding a bike.
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(ten, character, road, mouth)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

The shape of a 4-way intersection looks exactly like the Chinese character 1.

(high, speed, public, road)

AR igdosﬂ gongld highway

(left, \}ehicle, lane)

left lane
(pass, vehicle, lane)
BEHE chaocheddo Lpassing lane
(person, move, lane)
AfTiE rénxingddo pedestrian lane
(refuse, load)

i to refuse to take a pas-

ek = 0 zai

! senger

(master, Wangfujing, go, QW) Mister, can you take me to Wangfu-

A) U, ERFIFE7 jing?

Shifu, Wangfljing qu ma?

(corr-le on board)

B) LRIE,

Shanglai ba.

(thank, you [polite]. just now, take, PT, . )
. Thank you. I just tried to take two
two, MW, vehicle, all, refuse, carry)
oo other cabs but they both refused.

Xiéxie nin, gangcdi ddle lidng lidng che, dou ju zdi.
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(right, vehicle, lane)

fH¥EE youch&ddo | right lane

TFO | dingzl 1Ukdu | T-intersection

The shape of a T-intersection looks exactly like the Chinese character T .

(road, fee)

................................................................................................................. qememecemeromosasmeaosasasssasesseccecescenoeacnconeaonood]

B3k 10fei ' toll

(hand in, fee, station)

........................................................ e e eeam oo nam e e oo emne e e oo ooedeeemeecee et aas et oo maeana o]

R -1 jiGoféizhan ' toll gate

(traffic, accident)

B jidotong shigu traffic accident

(here, often, appear, traffic, accidents) There are a lot of accidents around

Zhéli jingchang chi jidotong shigu.

(clog/stuff, vehicles)

........................................................ T Rt Gt

$/E% dii/sai ché traffic jam

(able, not, able, clog, cars)

Q) EANEEHE?

Hui bu hui du ché?

-1 Are we going to hit (heavy) traffic?
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(now, is, off, work, high, peak, definite-
ly, traffic jam) It is rush hour, and traffic will defi-

nitely be heavy.

Xianzai shi xidban gdoféng, kénding di che.

(traffic, smooth)

3B B jicotong changtong free-flowing traffic
(weekend, traffic, fairly, smooth)

""""""""" o) raffic is not too bad on the weekends.
JE AR ATl L A,

Zhoumo jidotong bijido changtong.

(red, green, light)

A% 14) ' hongliideng traffic light

(pass, road, before, first, look, traffic
Aght) ]
I TR B LT check the traffic light.

Gud mald gian xi@n kan hénglidéng.

Before crossing the street, you should

(dash through, red light, very, dangerous) | [; will be dangerous to run the red

B LT R light.

Chudng héngdéng hén weixian.

(traffic, rules)

i@ HL jidotong guizé traffic regulations

(you, if, not, follow, traffic regulation,
will, be fined)
RERFEFREAN, S8, |0

N7 ydoshi bl zlinshdu jidotong guizé, hui béi fakuan.

If you do not follow traffic regulations,

you will be fined.
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(master, arrive, airport, how much, money)

s e eeseed Gl how much to go to the airport?
Q) Vi, BNl % b7 :
Shifu, ddo jich@ng dudshao qgian?
(add, highway, fee, altogether, 150, MW) :
.................... ;...».....».........................A...A..A...........................é Including tollS, 150 kuai .
A) INEE AR F—3k 150 #, g

Jia gdostl gonglu féi yigdng yibai wishi kudi.

(master, pull, work, QW)

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" i Sir, are you on duty?
A) Vi, fris LG ? ;

Shifu, lahuér ma?
(you, go, where) ;
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" i Where are you going?

............................................................................................................................................................................

(I, go, Great Wall Hotel, you, know, how,
go, QW) . | am going to the Great Wall Hotel.

: Do you know how to get there?

W9 gu Changchéng Fandian, ni zhiddo zénme zOu ma?

(1, not, know) 3
........................................................................................... : Idon’t knOW.

B) HAHIE, i
WO bu zhitddo.

A) BHF, KLU A B - way.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Méi guanxi, wo.kéyi géi ni daill.
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(1, have, little, cold, can, IO, window, roll,
up, QW) i I’m a little cold. Could you please

B SLE, 0T LUOE R g7

put up the window?

WG ydudidnr 1éng, k&yi bd chuanghu y&o shang ma?

(car, inside, truly, hot, trouble, you, IO,
window, roll, down) i It’ s a little hot in here. Could you

% B A R R PR TR

Cheé li zhén ré, mafan nin bd chudanghu yao xialai.

please put down the windows?

(able, open, heater / AC, QW)

Néng kadi nudngi / kdngtido ma?

(this, song, good, listening, trouble, you, i

I0. volume, open, big. a little) This song is really good. Could you

' please raise the volume?

SO LT R R B R IF K — S Lo

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Zhe gér hdoting, mafan nin bd yinliang kai da yidianr.

(my, head, hurt, please, you, 10, radio, shut
off) . I have a headache. Please shut off

B, WHRENRT,

W6 téuténg, ging ni b& shouyinji guan le.

the radio.

(just, at, [ront, intersection, keep side way, | _ .
. At the next intersection, please pull

.............................................................................................

Jit z&i giGnbian de 10kou. kaobidnr ting.
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(please, you, don’t, make a detour, far) Please don’t take the long way. (I

...........................................................................................

know the way. )

Qing ni bié raoyudnr.

(trouble, you, at, front, convenient store,
stop, a little while, I, get out, buy, pack, { Can you stop for a second at the

cigarette) ! next convenient store? I want to buy

AR ERA /DL HE—T, ﬁ—Fijk a pack of cigarettes.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Omg ni ba dnqudanddi ji shang.

(master, you, able, not, able, not, smoke,

cigarettes) Mister, would you mind not smok-

............................................................................................

i ing please?

Shifu, ni néng bu néng bu chduyan?

(master, I, 5:30, before, must, arrive, |

there; you, think, there is show, QW) , Mister, | have to get there before

............................................................................................

A) V{8, 3&5:30.Z I8 BIHR L, ﬁ'gﬁ : 5:30. Do you think that is possible?

Shifu, wd wu didn sanshi zhigian déi dao ndr. Ni kan ydu xi ma?
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(that. string, road, very, not, good, go, !

probably not) . That road is horrible ( traffic is

B) TR BHERIT £, 50y, bad), probably nt

Na tido IU té bd hdo zou, gougiang.

(please, you, strike, meter)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ _: Please use your meter.
BRI, .

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Qing ni da bigo.

(you, don't, cheat, me, your, name, on, :

. ' Don’t cheat me. Your name is writ-
your, monitor card, on, be careful, I, go, :

H . y
your, company, report, you) | ten on your monitor s card. Be care-

SRR, 50 B A B b, 2 [ | epert you o your compa
LREGNIL AR oy

Ni bié pian wd, ni de mingzi zai ni de jiandika shang, dangxin wd qu nimen
gongs' jubdo ni.

The majority of cab drivers are very f[riendly people. However, there are some
that will try to cheat passengers. If you strongly feel that you are being cheated,
saying the above will usually make the driver think twice. On the dashboard of

every licensed taxi, there should be a monitor’s card that tells the driver’s

name, number and company.

(I, have, emergency, able, not, able, drive,
i I am in a rush. Could you please

| fast, a little)

KESFIL, HEARBRITR—LY

WS you jishir, néng bu néng kai kudi yidianr?

hurry up?
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(master, you, drive, very, fast, please, 510‘”’ . Driver, you are driving too fast.

a little) Could you please drive a little slow-

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Sh:fu, ni kai de tai kudi le, ging man yididanr.

mere, to, we, go, place, need, how, long,
: . How long is it going to take to get

there from here?

Zhéli ddo wdémen qu de difang ydo dud chéng shijian?

(master. you, drive, truly, stable)

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Mister, you drive very stable.
I R s e
Shifu, ni kai de zhén wén.

I kuéng crazy, like a maniac

4 nid great

R ’ kudi fast

% man slow

] midn turtle-like

A hudng unstable

(excuse me, please, ask, go, US embassy,

how, go) : . Excuse me, could you please tell me

Q) X R, AL EEAEEEAL?

Duibugi, gingwén qu Meigud dashigudn zénme zou?

‘ how to get to the U.S. embassy?

(towards, front, walk, 100, meters, then,
right, turn) . Go straight 100 meters, then make

Wang gian z0u yibdi mi, ranhdu you gudi.
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(at, front, four-way intersection, left, turn) | A{ the T-intersection ahead, make a
H ]

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Zdi gianbian de shizl 10kdu zud gudi.

(towards , north, walk, 50, meter, right,

side, has, MW, McDonald’ s. back, side , Go north 50 meters, on your right-

right there) i hand there is a McDonald’s. It’s

...........................................................................................

A) #EALE h 1K, Eiﬂﬁﬁ‘f%’l%, & right back of there.

Wang béi z6u wiishi mi, ydubian ydu ge Maiddngl@o, houbian jit shi.

(pass, one. MW, traffic light, towards,é

right, walk, 30, meter, about, then, left, _
{ Past this traffic light, go right about

i 30 meters, then make a left,

A) ML B S A EAT

| Gud yi ge héngllidéng, wang ydu z6u sanshi mi zudyou zai zud gudi.

Transportation in China

China is called the “Bicycle Kingdom” for good rea-
son. Nearly everyone owns one and uses it to go to
work or to school. During morning and afternoon
rush hour, two-wheeled vehicles can be seen as far
as your vision will take you. All streets have bike
lanes, and the laws for riding are strictly enforced
by policemen who are monitoring traffic at virtually
every corner. The fine for riding through a red light

is about one dollar.

The cost of an average new bicycle is around 150 yuan, or about 20 dollars. There



164 Cab & Directions

is also a used bicycle market where a decent bike can be picked up for a few bucks.
If your bicycle has a problem, there is no need to worry. There are stands set up
every few blocks with “skilled” repairmen. The cost for pumping up a tire is 0.2
yuan, or three cents.

Besides bicycles, buses are the most popular form of trans-
portation in Chinese cities. The fare is dependent upon the
distance you travel, ranging from six to 15 cents. The bus
system is convenient, but of course very, very crowded.

In major cities, there are subway lines that are sometimes really crowded, but are
more efficient than buses. The fare is 3 yuan -or 24 cents per ride.

Ten years ago it was difficult to catch a cab. Not anymore. The
streets are roaming with taxis. The initial fare is 10 yuan, and
then is calculated at a rate of either 1.2, 1.6, or 2.00 yuan per
kilometer, depending upon the type of vehicle. There are also
many hei che or “black car”’, which are vehicles owned by pri-
vate citizens who take passengers just like a regular cab would. In recent years, the
government has been intent of getting rid of these illegal vehicles because of insur-

ance and tax evasion reasons.

Although it is getting more popular to travel by air, the train system is by far the
most widely used means of transport between Chinese cities. The passenger lines,
which run throughout every province except Tibet, have four different types of
seats. The cheapest and least comfortable are the hard seat and soft seat. The hard
- sleeper provides the passenger with a small bed, while the soft sleeper is largest and
most comfortable. For a trip between Beijing and Tianjin, which takes about an
hour and a half, the hard or soft seat is an option. However, if you are taking an
overnight trip, the hard or soft sleeper is highly advisable.

The Beijing Taxi Driver

When Wang Junjian, one of Beijing’s over 70, 000 licensed taxi drivers, wakes up
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every morning at around six o’ clock, the only thing on his mind is the 200 renmin-
bi ( $24) that he needs to earn throughout the course of the day in order to break
even. By the time he has warmed up his 1997 36-horsepower Xia Li (around 74,
000 RMB/ $9,000), his wife Wang Yan and parents have prepared the breakfast
that they will eat together: traditional Chinese noodles in a water-based broth and
Man Tou, a rather bland (by Western standards) traditional Chinese pastry.
While the others are eating, Wang Yan prepares for her husband a big thermos of
green tea that he will take on the road. “In the morning I am full of life”, Wang
says, I really enjoy chatting with my family”. In order to take advantage of the
morning rush hour, at 7 o’ clock Wang heads off to work and a minimum of 12
hours will pass before Wang sees his family again, and by then the pressure of Bei-
jing’s nerve racking traffic has taken its toll.

Tea thermos in hand, Wang says good-bye to his family and walks out of their
two-bedroom, 70m? Chaoyang District (Northeastern Beijing) residence. Accord-
ing to Wang, there are two ways of la huor, or picking up passengers. Some
drivers have specific spots that they go to and wait for people while others will drive
around until they find customers. The latter technique is called “sao lu (searching
road )" in cab driver language. Wang prefers the latter. “I don’t really care how I
get customers”, he exclaims. “Belore, the traffic gets too packed up, I like to have
taken a few customers. Besides, when the traffic is really bad, it is better to have
someone in the car with you, for both financial and boredom reasons. And boy can
it get backed-up! What does the last sentence mean?”

After hustling the streets and alleys of Beijing for a few hours, Wang will stop [or a
quick lunch. Fried eggs and tomatoes and a bowl of plain white rice, no beverage.
Total cost: six renminbi or 70 cents. “I don’t have a lot of time to talk with my
friends or family during the day, but that really doesn’t bother me”, he confesses,
“If you think about it, my life is very interesting. In what other field can you meet
new people every hour? People from Beijing, outside of Beijing, and of course for-
eign friends. And my passengers realize that when my Xia Li reaches their destina-
tion, our relationship will also come to an end so they are rather willing to speak
their minds. I have heard many interesting stories over the past five years.”

Besides speaking with his customers, Wang enjoys listening to classical Chinese
novel and English-learning cassettes issued by his company a few years back in an
attempt to better accommodate non-Chinese speaking passengers. “Hello! Do you
need a taxi?” he blurts out in a hysterically funny but understandable English ac-

cent.

After lunch Wang will repeat the same routine. At around 8 o’ clock, a fatigued
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Wang returns home to his family. Although the other family members have already
eaten, the entire family sits down at the table as Wang devours his eggplant, pork,
and rice. Following dinner, Wang and his wife watch a pirated copy of American
Beauty. At around 11, he goes to sleep so that he can have the energy to do it all
over again. “My life is pretty simple”, he says. “I work during the day. When I
come home [ eat dinner and relax with my wife. On an exciting night I will play
mahjong or cards with my friends. In the summer, I like to take a stroll around the

block” .
Do you know?

The initial charge for a Beijing taxi is 10 renminbi ( $ 1.25) for the first four kilo-
meters. Every kilometer over 4 is charged at a rate of 1.20, 1.60 or 2. 00 renminbi
respectively based upon the make of the car. On all taxis, there should be a sticker
posted stating its rate. For every 5 minutes that the vehicle is idle, the price of one
kilometer will be added.

There are over 70, 000 licensed taxis in Beijing. Additionally, there are an estimat-

ed over 20, 000 hei (black) or illegal cabs.

On the dashboard of every cab, there should be a monitor card displayed. If you
feel that you have been given great or poor service, you can call the company to
make your comments heard.

The average car insurance cost for cab drivers is 2700 renminbi/year or around
$ 325. The cost of gas is about 2.5 renminbi per liter or about 20 cents. There al-
so is a road fee of 110 renminbi or $ 13US per month.
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B B

+H shi book

(map, manual)

ERES . Zizhuan | autobiography
f&it zhuanji biography
) i cidian dictionary

(hundred, subject, comprehenswe book)

BE 2 | baike quanshi encyclopedia

(little, speak)

/N xidoshud novel .........................................
(class, book)

A kebén textbook |
(turn. open / close up, book)

ﬁﬁ/%t#’:o """""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Open / close the book

o K/ 6 SRl
(turn. to, 3™, page)

........................................................................................... Turn to page three

Fan ddo di san yé.
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(state, request)

B iF shénging to apply, application

(he, apply, PT, Harvard University)
ftb e i T BB KA

| A s
Ta shéngingle Hafd Daxué.

He applied to Harvard University.

(she, apply, to, PT, Harvard University)

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" - She got into Harvard.
BRRE TERK L e A
Ta shénging daole Hafé Daxué.
(black, board)
L7 - hgibdn blackboard
(10, blackboard, wipe, clean)
............................................................................................ | Wipe the blackboard.
EREETE, |
Ba héiban ca ganjing
(book, slender piece of bamboo)
4:,§ shaqlanbookmark ......................................
(at, 20", page, clip, one, MW, bookmark) :
E%:'I‘ﬁ%_/l\:l%%o """""""""""""""""""" Put a bookmark at page 20.
Zmd|ersh|yel,ay|geshgq,an ...................................................................................................
(school, yard)
&@ R X|Ooyuan . Campus ...........................................

(I, next year, will, live, at, campus, outside) : | am going to live off campus next

WO mingnian yao zhu zdi xiadoyudn wai.
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{powder, writing utensil)

VR i zuobl i to cheat on a test

(test, cheat, when, movement, should, little, |

a little) When cheating on a test, you should

R ERE R0 BT 0%, SRR b — AL, |

Kd&oshi zudbi de shihou, dongzud yinggdi xido yidianr.

keep a low profile.

(same, study)

7l 2 | tongxué i classmate
(he, is, my, same, class, classmate) ;
""""""""""""""""""""""" s He g my classmate.
R R FISERIE, g

Ta shi wd tdngbdn tongxué.

(teach, room)

144 1A bdo f6 jido to cram (for a test)

(he, usually, not, study, arrive, test, when,

then, temporarily, hug Buddha's feet) He usually doesn’t study. When the
B R3], BB BT EML G BT 48 | test approaches, he crams.

Ta pingshi bu xuéxi, dao kdoshi de shihou jill linshi b&o 6 jigo.
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{wax, writing utensil)

[=E L 1abi | crayons

(study, point)

....................................................... " e e me e hee e eseceeceeetase et e are e eeeemeesateanataaenaneatasaasantanacsannaccanaal
H

#45r i xuéfén | credits

(1, already, accumulate, PT, 30, credit)

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 1 I have already earned 30 credits.
ZBT=1T%%, |

W0 yijing xilile sanshi xuéfen.

(escape, class)

2 vk tdo ké to cut class

(you, for what. escape, class)

Mbﬂ :UW

Why did you cut class?

N wéi shénme tdo ke?

(class, scheme)

2L XUEWEI degree
(you, take, PT, what, degree)
........................................................................................... What is your degree7
Q) WER T2 %M?

NT nd daole shénme xuéwei?
(I, take, is, law, Ph.D, degree)
........................................................................................... I have a Ph.D ln law

W& né ddo de shi falll béshi xuéweéi.
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XE . wénping diploma

(you, when, take, diploma, PT) ; .
.......................................................................................... ; When did you graduate?

RAF 20 iR & B SCFERY 2 '

NI shénme shihou nd ddo wénping de?

(lodge, house)

R sushe . dormitory

(1, live, in, foreign students, dorm) :
““““““““““““ ' I live in the foreign students dorm.
KEERFLEEE,

WO zho zdi lidxuéshéng sushe.

(cease, study)

B chudxué to drop out of school

(he, because, economic, condition, not, good, !

drop out of school) Due to financial considerations, he

: dropped out of school.

EBEFEERITFRET, 5

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Ta yinwei jingji tidojian bu hdo chuoxue le.

(off, class)

TR xiaké . to end class

(1, 3:30, end, class)
.-----u---------.-----;.:‘-~--.-<.---»»-»»----A-.A.--.-.-..-..---..‘.u'.......---._......i My Class iS Over at 3:30'
K=ZRETIR, ;

WO san didn ban xiake.
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xiangpf

34

i eraser

Yong xidngpi bd zhé ge ci ca dido.

(use, eraser, 10, this, MW, word, wipe, off)
""""""" Erase this word.

(study, card)

NI jinnian da ji?

ek JL | jiGoshuir i glue

(at, stamp, on, paste, a little, glue) ,
"""""""" et Pyt some glue on the stamp.
FEWBFE b3k LKL, :

Zdi yoéupido shang zhan dianr jicdoshuir.

(year, level)

FERK nian;ji grade

(you, this year, read, how many, grade) ;
.,....,...“........4...4..‘ ................................................................. ; What grade are you in?

Q) WA EZILER? -

NI jinnian dd ji nianji?

(you, this year, university, how many) :
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" : What year are you in university?

...........................................................................................................................................................................
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(I, this year, read, D) i
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ' This year, I am (in, a)

A)BRSEER.

W3 jinnidn dd

(one - six, grade)

B—-= ; gdoyT — san i 1012 grade
(university, one-four)
K—-M dayT - si freshman / sophomore / junior / senior

AR 4t i chéngji grades

(his, grade, excellent)

E L

Ta chéngji youlidng.

(finish, course of study)

+R shangké " to have class

(you, what time, have class)

"""""""""""" st What time do you have class?
Il EiR? ;

NI ji didn shangké?
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(fluorescent, writing utensil)

KHE yinggudangb¥ hi-liter

(this, MW, sentence, use, hi-liter, mark up, sign,
. Hi-light this sentence for em-

express, emphasis)

............................................................................................................................................................................

Zhé ju hua yong yinggudngbi zuo shang jihdo, bidoshi gidangdido.

(practice, work)

(4 zudyé homework

(our, teacher, everyday, all, assign, very, much, |

homework) Our teacher assigns us a lot

! of homework everyday.

Women Idoshi méi tidn dou buzhi hén dud zudye.

{we, tomorrow, must, hand in, homework) | We have to hand in our
FAIHRLBAEEL . homework assignment.

Women mingtidn bixi jido zudye.

FF B kaichu to be kicked out of school
(he, by, school, expel) '
............................................................................................ g He was lekEd out Of SChOOl.

Ta béi xuéxido kaichu le.

(early, retreat)

il zdotui | 1o leave early




Education 175

(he, today, because, body, not, comfortable,
leave early) i He left class early today because he

did not feel well.

Ta jintian yinweéi shénti bu shifu zdotui le.

(picture, book, establlshment)

B4 1E 5 tushuguan ; library

(1, from, library, borrow, PT, one, MW, book) I borrowed a book from the li-

W0 cdng tlshagudn jiele yi bén shi.

| (1. will, go, library, renew, one, MW, book) | | will go to the library to renew
RELEBHEHE KB, - a book.

W0 ydo qu tGshdgudn xujié yi bén shi.

(I, must, go,return, book) I must return a book. (to a li-
KIGELH, { brary)

Wo déi qu hudn shd.

(do, note)

i Eid . zud biji . to take notes
(note, book)

Zick : bijibén notebook

i School is out (for the day,

W  fangxué

| morning, vacation) |
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% zhi paper

WE gangbi pen

(lead, writing utensil)

(pencil, box)

WMER : gianbihé pencil box
(turn, pencil, knife)

HET] zhudnbiddo pencil sharpener
(loot, steal)

83 piGogie to plagiarize

(he, because, plagiarize, PT, other person’s, the- He was expelled from school for

sis, by, school, expel) plagiarizing somebody else’s

fEBE G THAMBLHERTFRT, thesis.

Ta yinwei pidogiele biéren de lunweén béi xuéxido kaichl le.

(school, leader)

Lig S xidozhdng principal
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(teach, instruct)

€4 jidoshou professor

(our, school, have, very, many, foreign teacher) Our school has many foreign

.................................... L T T T

RINMFBRERE I | teachers.

Wdmen xuéxido you hén dud wdijido.

RE P Xiuxi { recess, break

(we, every, MW, hour, have, 10 minutes, recess) ! Every hour we have a ten-

]84 DME kB, - | minute break.

Women meéi ge xidoshi ydu shi fénzhong xitxi.

(recommendation, letter)

WG {tutjianxin . recommendation letter

(my, teacher, for, me, write, PT, one, MW, rec- :

ommendation letter) i My teacher wrote me a letter of

i recommendation.

Wo Idosht géi wo xiéle yi feng tutjianxin,

R-F chizi ruler

(prize, study, gold)

Krte jiingxuéjin scholarship

(he, receive, PT, full amount, scholarship)

Ti nd ddole quan’é jiangxuéjin.
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{book, bag)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

57 | jidnddo | scissors

=23 1) i xueqr semester

¥ | xuésheng  student

(I, am, Chinese Department, student) ;
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" i I study in the Chinese Department
BREPXRMEL, :

W shi Zhongwénxi de xuésheng.

(male, student / female, student)

BR/ Y nanshéng / nlishéng | boy / girl student

3 Xuéxi study

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Hdohdo xuéxi, tiantian xiang shang.

(abroad, study)

B | lilxué \ study abroad
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(I, plan, next year, go, Stanford, study_g

abroad) ; I plan on studying abroad at Stan-

e

7% ford next year.

W& ddsuan mingnidn qu Sttanfd ligxué.

(summer, vacation)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

2R ¢ shijia { summer vacation

( Chinese, student, July, August, release, |

summer vacation) : Chinese students have their summer

. vacation from July to August.

Zhonggud xuésheng gi. bayué fang shijia.

B  jiGodai ' tape
(use, tape, 10, this, MW, book, stick, a lit-
te) . Tape this book.

| AR B R |

Yong jigoddi bd zhe bén shi zhan yixid.

AL IGosht teacher

(1, from, my, teacher, there, learn, PT, i
very, many, things) :

I learned a lot from my teacher.

W06 cong wo 1doshi nar xué huile hén dud dongxi.

(test, trial)
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(1, will. test, GRE)
........................................................................................... E I Will lake the GRE.
HE* GRE,
Wo ydo kdo GRE.
(he, test, not, pass) ‘
A i He didn’t pass the test.
R B, 3
Ta kaoshi méi guo.
(he, test, pass)
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" i He passed the test.
fhE IR AT, ;
Ta kdaoshi jigé le.
(I, test, PT, 89, point) ;
............................................................................................ : I gOt an 89 on my test-
BETN+ AL, ’
W0 kdole bashijia fénr.
(semester, end, test)
SR E R | gimd kdoshi final exam
(semester, middle, test)
R B rik T
D Sy : qizhdng kaoshi ! midterm exam
(measure, test)
| 45 i ceyan i quiz
(discuss, article)
w3 L linwén thesis
lyour, thesis, write, what, topie) .  What are you writing your thesis
RS 2B about?
NI de lunwén xié shénme timG?
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(grade, sheet)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

5%l < chéngjidan transcript

e fiddo | tutor, to tutor

(I, four o’clock, will, with, tutor, study) ' I am going to study with my tutor at

...........................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

WO si dian yao gen fiddo xuéxi.

(cold, vacation)

e haniia winter vacation |
(children, kid, garden)

& )LE you’ éryuan | kmdergarten ..........................
(small, study)

INEE - xidoxué elementar;.;;.}.;;;i ---------------------
(elementary, middle)

e ' chiizhong junior high school |
(high. middle)

= gaozhong senior high school |
(vocation, school)

E/Elﬁk'\—i:’"& ...... zhiye xuéxiao vocational school

(big, study)

j("#(jt}—?:j("?) daxué (Bgéijing Daxué) university (Peking Univ. )

(study, institute)

2B | xuéyudn . institute, college
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A8/ ¥t . banke / xuéshi : undergraduate / Bachelor’s
i+ shudshi Master s
=+ | bosh | Ph.D.

(you, study, is, what, major)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ .E What iS your l'najOI‘?
Q) WERIRA 2% 17 :

NI xué de shi shénme zhuanye? W
(my, major, is ) :
........................................................................................... : My major iS / was
A) BeE R o

Wo de zhudnye shi
(you, select, is, what, major) '

NI xudnxid de shi shénme zhuanyé?

(my , minor, is )

o mEmERLE

..........................................................................................................................................................................

W0 de xudnxit zhudnyé shi

(this, MW, major, very, popular)

[ This major is very popular.
AT AR IL, r
Zhé ge zhudnye hén réménr.,
{accounting, studies)

£ i kudijixué { Accounting
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(agriculture, studies)

R néngxué . Agriculture

(people, category, studies)

ANF rénigixué Anthropology
(construction, studies)

BERY jidnzhixué Architecture
(sky, culture, studies)

KL% tianwénxué . Astronomy
(business, studies)

B shangxué Business

(industrial, business, administration)

% hudxué
(electric, image, studies)

LR didnyingxué
(computer, science)

HELRE . Nlsuanj kéxué
(east, Asia, research)

RO Dongyd yaniii
(economy, studies)

ZHE L jingjixué

HE¥ i jicoyuxué i Education
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(project, procedure, studies)

ITHE#

§ gongchéngxué

Engineering

(gold, melt)

Jecerrecentrarsacesantocanatratreneresssinrsssottonartsrerent]

. History

bR ¥

Jesesescnsecttettscrtnscrasacsosatoacasrisennts onasecancaae]

i International Business

(Jewish, studies)

qeereemeesemeecdtcceitentaeseecstatacscacrtetantsannnsenand

] e?wish Studies

EME T2 héngguan jingjixué

i Macroeconomics

(operation, sales, studies )

| yingxidoxué

T

Marketing
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(number, studies)

pEeS | shixué

{ Mathematics

(small, concern, economics)

PO B 22

(sound, music)

5 R P yinyué Music
(wise, studies)
T zhéxué i Philosophy

Y P2 wulixué

Physics

(administration, govern, studies)

...................................................... J R N

BUR%¥ zhéngzhixué Political Science
(heart, theory , studies)

AD}E% """"""""""""""""" Xinlixué i Psychology
(society, studies)

?i’b‘% ....... i shehuixué Sociology
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The Chinese Educational System

Before Liberation in 1949, an alarming 80 % of Chinese were illiterate. Since then,
the government has placed great importance on educational policies and great strides
have been made. Today, the cost of education is affordable, but is on the rise.

Most Chinese children enter kindergarten at the age of two or three. Parents pay
around RMB 1, 500 tuition cost out of their own pocket, around US $ 200 annual-
ly. At age six or seven, the student will enter primary school. The tuition cost is
about US $ 1,200 for six years. At age 12-13, the student will enter junior high
school for three years and tuition costs are similar to those of primary school.

Following middle school, students have a choice between entering Senior high
school, entering a vocational school where they can learn a specific trade, or leaving
school altogether in search of work. Leaving school altogether is an option that is
more common in rural areas. Senior high school is three years and tuition costs are
slightly higher than those of junior high school.

The only word used to describe the competition to enter a Chinese university is
fierce. Every July 7, 8" and 9" there is a college entrance examination called Gdo
k&o, which is administered nationwide. College hopefuls have the option of choos-
ing Science or Liberal Arts examination. If the student selects Science, he/she will
participate in the Math, English, Physics, Chemistry, and Chinese examinations.
If the student chooses Liberal Arts, he/she will take the Math, History, Politics,
Chinese and English tests. Needless to say, the period leading up to the examina-
tion is a very nervous one for students and parents alike, especially following the
implementation of the “one family, one child” policy in 1978.

College tuition costs have been rising steadily over the past few years and have be-
come a major concern for Chinese families. For example, a student entering Beijing
Language and Culture University will pay around US $ 750 annually for tuition,
dormitory, and book fees. That figure does not include meal costs, an additional
few hundred dollars per year. Although the amount seems rather small, one must
consider that the annual income of most Chinese urban dwellers does not exceed a
few thousand dollars and is substantially less in the countryside. In recent years,
the government has introduced measures to provide financing to help those who
have financial difficulties to realize their educational dreams.
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BB S

(air, adjust)

Z= i kongtido { air conditioner

(10, air conditioner, temperature, adjust, !
high / low, a little)

AR AL,

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Ba kongtido wendu tido gao / di yididnr.

.. Raise / lower the air.

'

(10, temperature, adjust to, most, low) i

Ba wéndu tido dao zui di.

(noisy, clock)

i/ Bfr ndozhong alarm clock

(10, alarm clock, set, to, 8, o’clock) '

......... ._.........................................4,.....v..........‘.....................g Set the alarm for eight.
L EFA S, :

Ba ndozhong shdang ddo ba didn.

(leave, words, machine)

BEN lidyanjT answering machine




188 Electronics

(call, machine)

FE L L hujt 5 beeper

(have, thing, page, me) .
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" If necessary, you can page me
FHETE,

You shi hu wo.

(count, calculate, machine)

HHE jisuangi calculator

(shoot, image, machine)

B § shexiangjT camcorder

(he, use, camcorder, shoot, PT, his, broth-

He recorded his brother’s wedding
er's, wedding)

RERNIAT T B F s,

Ta yong shéxiangji pai xidle ta gége de hunli.

 with his camcorder.

(reflect, image, machine)

,i'ﬁfﬂﬂ g ZhGOXIClnng . camera
(digit, camera)
F R ML shuzi zhdoxiangjt digital camera
(10, f{ilm, load into, camera, inside) ;
.................. ; .....‘...............4............w......,.................‘..........'... Load the film intO the camera
e 2k AL R,
bd jidojudin zhudng jin zhdoxiangjt Ii.
(10, film, take, out)
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Take the film out of the camera

Ba jiaojudn qu chulai.
{wash, film)
il & chong jidojudin : to develop film
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(English , machine)

....................................................... R RCLCECEC R R LU T e E SR P EE PP TST RIS

CD #l CDj CD player / Discman

(electric, brain)

(smooth, disc)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

i | XIinpian { computer chip

(soft, disk)

BER ! yingpdn hard disc
(key, board)
iy jianpén keyboard

i AN | bijbén didnndo ' laptop

(display, machine)

BR%S | xiGnshiql { monitor

(mouse, mark)

FTERHL | dayinjT | printer
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(sweep, instrument)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

B3 JEC liadi back-up

(my, computer, not, very, reliable, you,

write, complete, thing, better, leave, MW, { My computer is not reliable; when

baCk‘”P) you are done you’ d better back up
BHBBAKRRR, REXARARITE your file.

A :

(M8

...........................................................................................................................................................................

W0 de dianndo b tdi bdoxidn, ni xié wan dongxi zuihdo il ge di.

(English)

¥ 1 kdobei copy

(10, this, MW, file, copy to, floppy disc, |

..f’.?.). ................................................................................... Copy this file onto a floppy disk.
HELX A SO PP T BBk k. |

Ba zhé ge wénjian kdobeéi ddo rudnpdn shang.

MR / 45 shanchi / dido delete

(10, this, one, line / MW, character, delete)

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Delete this line / character.

WX —FF / EME, §

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Ba zhé yi hang / ge zi shan dido.
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(down, load)

_Fﬁ xiazai , download
{my, thesis, is. from, Net, on., download,
L PT) . | downloaded my thesis from the In-

! ternet.

W de lunwén shi cong wdngshang xiazdi de.

(English )

kL yimeir E-mail
L (1, must, check, my, E-mail)
........................................................................................... ‘ I have to CheCk my E_.mail.
8 B I B bR L
...... ,..................,.........;...A.............4.....................................;.........,..........................‘...........................................‘
WO déi chd wo de yimeir.
(I, today, receive, PT, four, MW, E-mail)
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" . I received four E-mails today

W jintian shouddole si ge yimeir,

(he, give, me, send, PT, one, MW, E-mail) !

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" i He sent me an E-mail.
fha®RE T —1 kL, :

Ta géi wo fale yi ge yimeir.

(install, assemble)

R | anzhudng install

Install; both dnzhudng and zhudng are used, zhudng is more colloquial.

(my, computer. should , install. one, MW, !

kill, virus, software) 1 should install virus-killing software

; into my computer.

W de didnndo yinggdi zhudng yi ge shadi rudnjian.
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(English)

2] mao i modem

(this, MW, computer's, modem, is, S6K) '
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 4+ This computer has a 56K modem.

g T T TR T LLTTTT O R

Zhé tai dianndo de mado shi wishilit K de.

(strike, print)

TH { dayin print
(10, this, MW, article, print out) :
......................................................................................... .g Print this article,
X B SCREATEN Ok '

Bd zheé pian wénzhdng ddyin chilai.

(protect, save)

RFF bdocin | save

(10, this, MW, document, save, to, my,

floppy disk, inside) Please save this document onto my

B& zheé ge wenjian bdocin dao wo de rudnpan li.

Ekii] : sGomido | scan

(help, me, scan, several, MW, photo, OK,
: Can you help me scan these pic-

Bang wo sdomido ji zhang xidngpidan, h&o ma?
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(illness, toxic)

o B { bingdd virus

(my. computer's, C drive, infect, PT, virus)

""" There is a virus in my C drive.
FALRi CEETHE, ;

Wd dianndo de C pdn ranle bingdd.

(electric, pool)

R, i dianchi ' batteries

(this, battery, no, power, need, fill, a little, |
i This battery is out of juice. It needs

Zhé dianchi méi dian le, xtiydo chong yixia dian.

( English , machine)

e, Bl 51 2 ] didndong tixtudao electric razor

............................................................................................................................................................................

fEE L chuanzhénji facsimile
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(1, will, give, you, send, MW, fax) :
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" i [ will send you a fax.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

B A 5 dianféngshan electric fan

(blow, wind, machine)

USRI U G EE L EERL S B T IR

R L | chuifengjT | hair dryer
(electric, iron)

i 5 3 | dianyiinddu iron

(10, clothes, iron, a little) , :
.......................................................................................... .; Iron the Clothes.
ERRH—T,

Ba yifu yun yixia.

(electric, light)

AT | diandeng lamp

(10, light, adjust, light / dark, a little) Make the light brighter / dim the
AT / L, light.

B& déng tido liang / an yididnr.

(micro, wave, oven)

ik o weiboll microwave oven
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(please, 10, this, MW, hamburger, place,

into, microwave, inside, heat, a little) Please heat the hamburger up in the

i microwave.

Qing b& zheé ge hanbdobdo fang jin weiboll li ré yixid.

(repeat, print, machine)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

K HIYL fayinjt photocopier

(10, this, MW, article, photocopy, three,
COPV) Make three copies of this article
EXE R B ?

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Ba zheé pian wénzhang flyin san fén.

(plug in, wire, board)

%R chaxidnbdn plug bar

(10, plug, plug into, plug bar, on) .

""""" e et Plyg the chord into the plug bar
4 B SR b

Ba chatéu cha ddo chaxianbdan shang.

(receive, sound, machine)

gz shouyinjT radio

(electric, ice, box)

2R, §ic] dianbingxidng refrigerator

(10, beer, from, refrigerator, inside, take, .
i Take the beer out of the refrigera-

Bd pijit ¢dng bingxiang li na chulai.
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(10, coke, place, in, refrigerator, inside)

Ba kélé fang jin bingxiang Ii.

(remote, control, machine)

& 15 28 _ i yaokongai { remote control

({ast, ddvance, a llttle)

—T L

Fast forward.

Kudijin yixiar.

(10, sound, shut)

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Mute the sound.
BEERXT
Ba shéngyin guan le.
(10, sound, open, big / small, a little)
............................................................................................ Ralse / lower the volume
BEEFK / AL
Ba shéngyin kdi da / xido yididnr,
(10, this, section, aga.in, play, a little)
'. .......................................................................................... Rewind
EX—BEH—TF )L
Ba zhé yi duan chdngfang yixidr,
(start, play, movne)
Lo e Play
ﬂ:!l“fﬁ(%;%ﬂﬂ
Kaishi fang dianying ba.
(change, to, ESPN channel)
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" SWltCh the channel to ESPN

Hudan ddo ESPN tdai.
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(change, to, 4 channel)

Huan dao si pinddo.

{plug in, seat)

i JBE chazuo socket

(you, here, have, extra, socket, QW; I, want, |

i ?
| use, computer) 5 Is there an extra socket here? |

: would like to use my computer.

Nimen zhér ydu dudyl de chazud ma? W§ xidng yong dianndo.

(voice, box)

..........................................................................................................................................................................

e BN | laidian xianshi  caller ID
(no, answer)
BAEME i méiydu yingda no answer

................................................... T T TEEPTRPRP
H

B IE R | dianhudkd . phone card
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(my, [phone], card, almost, wse over) My (telephone) card is just about
Fmy (K FRAET . done.

WO de (dianhud) k& kudi yong wan le.

(hand, machine)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

W& méi péi shoujT.

(his, cell phone, not, on)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Ta de shduji méi kaijt.

(no, signal)

Méiybu xinhdo.

(voice, mail)

= E A shéngyin yéujian voice mail

(if, you, with, me, connect, not, on, head, i

then, leave, MW, voice mail) If you can’t get a hold of me, leave

RIS £k, B A, TSR o7 m voice mall

Ragud ni gén wd jié bu shang téu, jit liG ge shéngyin youjian.

(1, will, give, you, make, phone call)

W hui géi ni da dianhua. .
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(have, person, give, me, make, PT, phonef

YOu rén géi wd daguo dianhud ma?

(please, relay to, him, I, give, him, make,

PT, phone call) Please tell him that I called.

Qing zhudngdo ta, wo geéi ta daguo didnhud.

(phone, occupy, line)

Dianhud zhanxian.

(1. give, him, call, PT, but, no, person, an-
i I called him but there was no an-

swer)

........................................................................................... swer

KA MTd, HEANE,

WO géi ta daguo, dan méi rén jie.

(where, have. public, phone) E
......................................................................................... 1, Where can I flnd a pubhc phone?

Nar you gongyong dianhua?

(you, want, make, long distance, or, local
i Do you want to make a local or long

call) L
#\T‘Eﬂ-&ﬁﬁ%ﬂiﬁ? ..................... distance call?

NI xidng d& changtl hdishi shihua?
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cs

(phone, no, dial tone)

s

Dianhuda méiydu bohdoyin.

]
v
eecascasacadl
‘

There is no dial tone.

(phone, bell, sound)

...........................................................................................

Didanhudling xidng le.

(your, phone number, is, how many)

I HLIE B L £ 7 §

...........................................................................................

NI de dianhua hdoma shi dudshao?

What is your phone number?

(my, phonebook, lose)

K RiEAILET, §

...........................................................................................

Wo de didnhuabénr dit le.

I lost my phonebook.

(phone, has, confused, noise)

Didnhua ydu zayin.

(electric, view)

e 1  dianshi

(have, wire, television)

AL | ySuxian dianshi

| cable television
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(high, definition, degree, television)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

T T TR LR gaoqingxidl didnshi high definition television

(satellite, television)

TERA(TH) wéixing didnshi (WéiShT)E_satellite television

(letter, screen)

............................................................................................................................................................................

FR i zImu subtitles

(1, watch, not, understand, Chinese, movies, |

this, movie, have, English, subtitles, QW) i [ can’t watch Chinese movies. Does

............................................................................................

KEAEFERY, XNIILERELFE this movie have English subtitles?

W& kan bu dong Zhonggud dianying, zhé pianr you Yingwén zimu ma?

RE i pingmu { monitor, screen
(this, MW, screen, is, how many, inch) i
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" i How big is this screen?

Q) RANRERZ Swty?

Zhe ge pingmu shi dudshao cun de?

(29, inch)

Ershijit can.

(strike, character, machine)

% 2 &% xichénql i vacuum cleaner
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(use, vacuum cleaner, IO, carpet, suck up,

| clean) eeeeeeereeereeerressnes Vacuum the rugs.

PR 2L 2 4 B T T2

......................................................................................................

Ydng xichéngi ba ditdn xi ganjing.

(movie, disc, machine)

g XL youxijt video game machine

(now, children, play, video game machine, !

addicted) . Kids these days are really addicted to

i video games.

Xianzdi de xidohdi wanr yéuxijT shangyin.

(with, body, listen)

TeAHL XIyTjT washing machine

(10, want, wash, clothes, throw, in, wash-
i Put the clothes that need to be

ing machine, inside)

i washed in the washing machine.

Ba ydo xi de yifu réng jin xiyijt Ii.
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(10, wash, good, clothing. from, washingé

machine, inside, take, out, hang up) Take the washed clothes out of the

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" ' washing machine and hang them
m%%m&%&%ﬁﬂa%&%&%aup

Ba xi hdo de yifu céng xiyiji li n@ chulai, liang qilai.

(drink, water, machine)

oKL yinshuiji water machine (mineral)
(10, electronic, turn, open) : '
.......................................................................................... .:: Turn on the

fEERBS 4T T,

Ba diangi da kai.

(10, electronic, close)
........................................................................................... , Turn Off the

EEEX L

{ Ba diangi gudn shang.

(10, electronic, plug. on) E
-~ Plug the electronic in.

eSS I o

Ba dianqgi cha shang.

(10, plug, pull, down)

Bd& chatdu ba xidlai.
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A sample phone call

(please, ask 'Yang Kang, in, QW)

A) BRAHEEY?

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Qingwen Yang Kang zai ma?

Is Yang Kang there?

(he, go out, your, honorable, surname)

B) fbiE T, R

Ta chiiqu le. Nin guixing?

-~ He went out. May I have your name?

(no, honorable, surname, Zhang; I, can, |
for him, leave, MW, note, QW) i My surname is Zhang. Can I leave a

! message?

A) BB, RELLEAZFT?

Midn gui xing Zhang. WO néng géi ta lid ge yan ma?

(you[ polite], say) :

Nin shud ba.

(trouble, you [polite], tell, him, US gener-
al election, result, in a while, still, can't{ Would you please tell him that the re-

come out, OK, QW) E sult of the US election will not turn out

A) BRIRE S VT, 3 F K g5 i | soon, OK?
e 2 LT RS, AP 7 |

Mafan nin gaosu ta, Méigud daxudn jiégud yi shi ban huir hdi chii bu Idi, hdo ma?

(no, problem, still, have, other, matters, !

.AQW) . No problem, anything else?
B) Iﬁlﬁ]@ ﬁ%‘JH‘J$JLﬂ3” '

Méi weénti, hdi you bié de shir ma?

—

(no, thank you [pohte] hang up)

A) &FEIT 15#151‘ o

Méiydu le, xiéxie nin. Gua le.

No, thank you.Good bye.
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Paging a person

(hello, please, ask, you [ polite], page,
_What number) oot Which number are you calling?

w4, %l?féfﬂ?iy

Nin hdo, gingwen nin hu dudshao?

(please, page, 592754)

. Please call 592754.
) MR 592754, f

Qing hi wa-jit-ér-gr-wu-si.

(your, hohorable, surname)

A) Wﬁ'iﬁz?

Nin guixing?

(my’ surname,  Cheng, * gongcheng *, - My surname is Cheng, the Cheng that

e ", appears n the WOI'd Gc_)ngChéng (pro—

wd xing Chéng, “gongchéng” de “chéng”.

(please, you [polite], leave, words)

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" What is your message?
A) BEES,
Qing nin ligyan.
(if, convenient, please, return, phone call) '
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" “If convenient, please call me back.”

“Rigud fangbian ging huf dianhud. ”

t

(your [polite], telephone, number, is, how !

.many) ) What is your phone number?
fﬁﬁﬁﬁlﬁ?@%g"w

Nin de dianhud hdomd shi dudshao?
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B) 6555-1212,  6555-1212.

Lid-wi-wi-wl-ydo-er-ygo-er.

(still, have, QW)

A) EHG?

Is that all?

Hai ydu ma?

(no, thank you)

Méiydu le, xiéxie.

(again, see)

Zaijian.

Since the implementation of Deng Xiaoping’s Market Reform policy in 1978,
Chinese, for the first time, have been able to accumulate wealth. Obviously, money
is no good unless it can be used to purchase things that bring happiness. Below is a
list of appliance penetration into Chinese’ households.

Television

Urban 140 per 100 households
Rural 38 per 100 households
Penetration rate in cities 99.3% .

Telephone

Nationwide penetration 20 %

Cellular phone
Shenzhen, Guangzhou 25% , Beijing 8%, Nationwide 2% , Developed nation aver-

age 30%

Washing machine
Urban 87 %
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Rural 24 machines per 100 households

Refrigerator
Urban 90 %

Rural 11 units per 100 households

Computer
Urban households 27 %, Beijing, Shanghai, Chongqging, and Tianjin 40 %

VCD Player
Urban 58 %

Walkman
Urban 33%



Business

B %

(money, property)

S S L LT LT PP PR R PPPRRPR R P

e | Zichdn | asset

(broker, person [middle, between person])

Ze A(FEIA) i fingjirén (zhongjidnrén) broker (middleman)

(broker, the fewer, we, earn. money, | .
i The fewer the middlemen, the more

then, the more)

CRRAARD, RIEEMBE,

Zhongjianrén yué shdo, wdmen zhuan gién jit yué dud.

~i money we make.

(before, count)

P { yUsudn ! budget
(this year, USA, increase, PT, defense,

erica increased its defense budget
_budget)

SEgEENT EEEE, e ver

Jinnian Méigub zéngjiale gudfang yusudn.

(buying, power)

Wy 3% Ay i goumaili ' | buying power

(in, China, some, big, city, buying power.

_simply, startle, person) In some big Chinese cities, people’ s
i, — e KT E’JU!@;&?J“TE‘I? buymg power is amazing.

Ao

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Z4ai Zhongguo, yixié da chéngshi de g(‘)uméiﬁ jinzhi jingrén.
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(receive, silver, table)

KRE shouyintdai cashier

5P kehd client

(our. company, is, IBM, biggest, client

A T Our company is [BMs biggest client
ATA TR [BM ya, |

Wdmen gongsT shi IBM zui da de kéha.,

(draw money, ticket)

= zhipiao | check

(you[ polite], accept, check, QW) :
....................................................................A..,_......,.......; DO you accept CheCkS?

R X FEW?

Nin jiéshou zhipido ma?

(save/check, account)

BE/ SRR chiixi/ zhipido zhanghl savings account/checking account

(my, savings/checking, account, over- !

draw) My savings/checking account is over-

RAOIEG/ CREMPELT,

W de chixi/zhipido zhdnght touzht le.

(goods, arrive, pay, funds)

CEIEE . hud ddo i kudn - Ccop

(compensate for, pledge)

A - diya collateral
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(take loan, buy, car, can, use, house,

serve as. collateral) You can put up your house as collateral

$% 308 2 AT UL AR B T-MEAN,

when buying a car.

HRE xiaoféizhé consumer

(businessman, should, more, {or,

. . . Businesspeople should take more inter-
consumer, take into consideration)

P37 W%?b«é nEEH,

Shangjia yinggai dud weéi xidofeizhé zhudxidng.

est in the consumer.

{consume, product)

TH 2% X|aofe|p|n . commodity
iH % i xidoféi i consumption, to consume

(Labor Day, National Day, have holiday,

seven, day, is, for, stimulate, people, con- !

. The Labor Day and National Day holi-

days are for stimulating consumption.

sume)

:“134+;hmﬁtf%ﬁ7ﬂg
BT,

“WU-yT” . “Shi-y1” fangjia gi tian shi weile ciji rénmen xidoféi.
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(version, right)

AL | banquan copyright

(can, download, music, give rise to, PT,

very, many, piracy, problem) i Downloadable music has given rise to a

t lot of copyright disputes.

TFRE R T ReNR A E,

Kéxiazdi yinxue yingile hén dud banqudn wenti.

Dﬁﬁzf: chéngbén ' cost
(in, developing country, build, factory, I

can, lower, labor costS) Settmg up a plant in a developing coun-

E&E*@%‘bf? U F% f&ﬁ‘i’éﬂj] try can cut labor costs.

Zai fazhdn zhong gudjia ban chang kéy jiangdt Idodongli chéngbén.

(hundred, product, store)

| BIREG bdihud shangchdng department store
ik | xiGotiGo depression

(this, century, 30s, economic, big. depre<—

sion, towards entire, world hit, very blg) The Great Depression of the 1930s had

.ZM&?E ‘l“ fﬁﬁ B’J (ﬁj( ;ﬁg’ X‘fé a great effect on the entire world.

Bén shiji sanshi niandai de jingji da xidotido dui quan gid daji juda.

(make, discount)

T dd zhé discount

(these, apple. very, expensive, you. able, !

i These apples are very expensive. Can
not,. ab e. c|1<coum) | pp y exp

JX%“IE%HE% i ﬁ"‘TﬁEfTﬂ’r

Zhéxié pinggud hén gui, ni néng bu néng da zhé?

" you reduce the price?
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Note: This phrase might be the most useful in this entire book as just about everything in
China ‘can be discounted. It is just a matter of asking. I once got a discount on a book that I
bought at an official university bookstore. At the time, I was only kidding around, but it

worked!

& xidoyi efficiency

(very, many, SOE, economic, efficiency, |

not, good) C The efficiency of many state-owned en-

weed . 0
i terprises 1S poor.

8% B4 10 S50 2025 A |

Hén dud gudqi de jingji xidoyi bt hdo.

AN waihui foreign exchange

(foreign exchange, in, China, for the time !

heing, not, able, freely, exchange) For the time being, foreign exchanges

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" . are not freely convertible in China.

Waihui zai Zhonggud zanshi bl néng ziybéu duihuan.

(rise, value)

Wz {A | bidinzhi | depreciation

(one, country, currency, devaluation, able, |

i . )
increase, that, country's, exports) § The devaluation of a country’s curren-

—E AR IZES s 0,

Yi gué hudbi bi&inzhi néng zéngjia gai gud de chikdu.

(exhange, rate)

C# L huild exchange rate
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(US Dollar, convert, RMB, exchange rate,
§ Over the past few years, the exchange

%JEFEJ\EFI? i ftﬁﬁﬂ.ﬁﬁjﬁi‘é rate between the RMB and the US

recent, several, year, pretty, stable)

Dollar has been pretty stable.

Mé&iyudn dui rénminbi de huill jin ji nidn bijido wénding.

(current money, inflate)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

i 57 MRk tdnghud péngzhang . inflation

(USA, these few, year, inflation, rate, !

: , . . ] .
very, low) i Over the past few years, America’s in

% flation has been very low.

SRR R .

Méigué zhé ji nian de tonghud péngzhangll féichang dr. J

(foundation, facility)

X jicht shésht { infrastructure

Y

o Bk fen gr fukudn installments, mortgage

( now, buy, house, majority, people, .
Y Joriy, - peob i Most people buying houses today use

choose, installment, very, few, people, ! )
' an installment plan, and very few peo-
able, one time, pay off) :

WL, 58 ERE S B &, 1E
SAE— KT

Xianzai mdi fang, dudshl rén xudnzé fen gl fukudn, hén shdo rén néng yi ci fu

ging.

i ple are able to pay it off in one lump

sum.

(protect. risk)

BRI i bdoxian . insurance
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(fire, insurance)

U Wl £ %4 : c@ichdn bdoxidn property insurance
(knowledge, property, right)
FIR AL | zhishi chanquan  intellectual property rights

(China, now, diligently, protect, intellec- !

tual property rights) i China is currently trying to protect in-

J. tellectual property rights.

Zhonggud zhéngzdi nali bdohd zhTshi chanquan.

(profit, interest, [rate])

FIR(F) xT(10) interest (rate)

(lower, interest rate, is, stimulating, con- !

sumption, measure, one of) Lowering interest rates is one way of

i stimulating consumption.

JidngdT lilli shi cijT xidoféi de cudshi zhT yT.

(cast, money)

B - touzT . investment, to invest
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(we, now, really, need, attract, foreign,

investment) : We really need to attract foreign in-

..J
; vestment.

&mmﬁﬁaﬁgwm@%maﬁgg

Wdmen xidnzai féichdng xidydo xiyin gudwdi de téuzl.

(release, ticket, [receive, evidence])

KB (W) fapiao(shouju) invoice (receipt)

(miss, you, able, make out, MW, receipt,
: Waitress, could you please give us a re-

QW)
e ) .
/NG, PR BE TF 3k Sk B g 7 | ceipt’?

Xidojié, ni néng kai zhang fapido ma?

(cut, employee)

&R cdiyuan to lay off employees [

,,(takeover usuallv mean, la_Y.Off) Takeovers usually mean that there will
%#ﬁ%%%%ﬁﬁo - be layoffs.

Jianbing tongchdng y|we|zhe cdiyudn.

(borrow, funds)

Wk daikuan loan

(take loan, buy, house, become, PT, very, !

i Taking loans to buy houses has become
many, young people s fad) i

SRR T RE R Ay, | o new trendof the younger generation.

Daikuan mai fang chéngle hén dud nidngingrén de shishang.

il 15 (A =) ZhlZf]OSh(lvng _ manufacturer

i (shéngchdnshang)
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(Mlcrosoft’ is, largest, software, producer) | Mlcrosoft is the largest software pro-

MERBEKXKMAEH. ::  ducer.

Weiruan shi zui da de rudnjian shéngchdnshang.

(market, economy)

%4 5f shichdng jingji market economy

.................................... .

k4 E shichdng fén’é market share

(Coke, occupy, PT, China, soft drink, ‘
30%, market, share) : Coke has a 30% share of China’s soft

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Kékodukéle gidngzhanle Zhonggud rudnyinlido bdi fén zhi sdnshi de shichdng
fén’e.

ZE Wy Idngdudn monopoly

(consumer, support, competition, oppose, | . :
I ., .
. Consumers favor competition, oppose

e

: monopolies.

iﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁf;ﬁ% fiﬂ%ﬂsﬁo ;

Xiaoféizhé guli jingzhéng, fandul IdGngdudan.

monopoly)

(famous, brand)

Z mingpai name brand
(Nike, is, every family knows, famous
brand) Nike is a household name.
lﬁfﬁ%% "”‘F’ ﬂ?E H‘J 1‘:71)?5!

Naiké shi jia yu hu xido de mingpdi.
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(plan, economy)

........................................................ g

TR 5F jThua jingji planned economy

(China, now, at, from, planned economy, | L .
i China is currently in the process of go-
to, market _economy, transformatlon penod)

W 1E 4 75 M R 2 ﬁﬂﬁ%%ﬁ
A5 R

Zhonggud zhéng chiizdi cong jihud jingji ddo shichdng jingji de zhudnxinggr.

i ing from a planned economy to a mar-

{ ket economy.

F) i firan | profit
(this year, this, MW, company, profit, !

reach, PT, two, one hundred million, This company’s profit was 200 million

yua n )

A@ ATMﬂ@ ﬂTﬁﬁmc

Jinnién zhé jia gongsr de lirun dadaole liding yi yudn,

this year.

(decline, go backwards)

i ShUClItUI recession

(Japan, in, past, ten, year, happen, PT, | Over the past ten years, Japan’s econ-
_economic, recesmon) . , omy has been going through a reces-
HAfE S f'i‘@yiﬁiT%ﬁfﬁ sion.

Ribén zdai gudqu shi nidn fasheéngle jingji shuaitui.

(fragment, sale [bustnessman] )

FEE) . lingshou (shang) retail (retailer)

(our, wholesale, price, compare, retail,

prlce, cheaper, 3 yuan) :Our wholesale price is three yuan

11'] B’J ﬁtk m 1‘% 2 i % m’ fﬁ @ "= i cheaper than our retail price.

..........................................................................................................................................................................

Women de pifa jiagé bi lingshou jidgé pianyi san yudn.
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(receive, enter)

HEB . 'xidoshou'é sales
(Dell, company's, computer, sales, :
amount, have, very big, increase) i Dell’ s computer sales increased dra-

* matically.

Bk AL IR KR K,

Ddi’ér Gongsi de didnndo xidoshou'é you hén da zéngzhdng.

(sell, goods, person) J

(R4 RN shangyé zhongxin : shopping mall

(Beijing, build, up, PT, very, many,g

shopping mall) : There are a good number of shopping

jta@@?ﬂ%?ﬁikf# Lo

"7} malls popping up in Beijing.

Beijing jian gile hén dud shangye zhongxin.

(living, level)

A TEK T | shénghué shuiping i standard of living
(Opening Up and Reform, make, Chinese,

people, living standard, have, PT, obvious, The Reform and Opening-up Policy has

improvement) i significantly increased the living stan-

'&iﬁm&¢lA&m¢@m¥ﬁ dard of Chinese.

Gaigé kaifang shi Zhonggud rénmin de shénghud shuiping ydule xidnzhi tigao.
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(share, ticket)

{ now, more and more, Chinese, start, !

speculate, stock) : Now, more and more Chinese are play-

i ing the stock market.

Xianzdi, yué 1ai yué dud de Zhonggubrén kaishi chaogdl.

(bear, market)

(bull, market)

kil . : shangshi to go public

(Israel. already, has, hundred, MW, hi-
tech, company, on, NASDAQ, go pUbllC) One hundred Israeli high-tech compa-

"u éf’JEﬂﬁ 100 % ﬂﬁ/\ E]ffél’ﬂﬁﬁ , nies have listed on the NASDAQ.

Yiselié yi you yibdi jiad gaokeji gongsi zdi Nasiddke shangshi.

HE - i mutual {und

(Baoying. is, China, best, mutual fund, gBaoying Fund Management Company

_management, | company) ‘15 China " s best fund management

5&%*@%@%%%%@“ﬂo §mm

Bdoying shi Zhonggud zui hdo de jijin gudnli gongsi.

(stock, market)

i ' glipido shichdng stock market
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(China’s, stock, market, still, very, not, )
, ’ i China’ s stock market has not yet de-

”developed)
HE Bﬁﬂi"@fﬁ%ﬂﬁxﬁiﬁ

Zhonggudb de glpido shichdng hai hén bu fadd.

veloped.

(stock, trade, market)

BRERS T % i glipido jiGoyi shichdng | stock exchange

(New York, stock, trade, place)

HAMRFER G § Nillyué giipico jidoyisud

.j i change
(Englisk, index)
i B ' Dio QiongsT zhishi | Dow Jones Index
(Hang Seng, index)
ERIEif1 Heéngsheng zhishu Hang Seng Index
(English)
ik 5 | NasTdake | NASDAQ
(standard, English, index)
b e R 16 5 ' biGozhiin Pu'r zhishi  Standard & Poors
(English)
HIRE Hud'&rjie  Wall Street

i S hcuguan customs

(when, goods, pass through, another, one,
MW, country’s, customs, when, usually, When goods pass through a country’s

will, levy, certain, tariff) ) | custom, there are usually tariffs
éﬁl’fﬁi’xﬁ% A@Z{ﬂgiﬁﬂéﬁf ]E levxed
wEER—ERREL,

............................................................................................................................................................................

Dang shdngpin jinggud ling yi ge gudjid de hdigudn shi, .tdngchdng ydo

zhéngshou yiding de gudnshui.
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B | shui Tax

(what, receive, tax)

B { zhéngshui ' to levy taxes

(this year, China, start, on, savings, inter- |

est, levy, tax) This year, China has started to levy

® taxes on savings.

SrEbRFEHEERRER,

P nashui to pay taxes

(any, citizen, and, enterprise, all, has, pay

ax, obllgatlon) Every person and business has the obli-

"7 gation of paying taxes.

AR LB,

Renhé gongmin hé giyé dou ydu ndshui de yiwu.

(free of, tax)

b . mianshul | duty free

(duty-free shop, thing, very: Cheap) Items sold in duty-free shops are very

B ORI cheap.

midnshul shangdian de dongxi hén pidnyi.

(pay, tax, person)

R5 maoyi . trade
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(USA, and, Europe, trade, relationship, to

S America and Europe’ s trade relation-
some extent, deteriorate)

= ERIN 1050 5 36 R BT E ML

M&igu6 hé Ouzhdu de mdoyl gudnxi you sud &hud.

" ship to some extent has deteriorated.

(out, port [trade])

HO(H5) chiikéu (maoy?) | export
(enter, port [trade])
#HO(H5) | jinkdu (maoyi) | import

(Japan, need, import, big, amount, rawé
i Japan must import a large amount of

; raw materials.

R R R

Ribén xuyao jinkdu dalidng yudncdilido.

materials)

(trade, deficit)

A 5 Wi 2 maoyi shuncha trade surplus

(usually, Japan, trade, surplus, USA, '
trade, deficit) . Japan usually has a trade surplus while
the US usually runs a deficit.

BE, HAR B, ZERHYE,

Tongchang, Ribén mdoyi shinchd, Meéigudé maoyi nicha,

(business, label)

RT3 5 - 1lxing zhipito  traveler’s check
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(travel, check, use, very, convenient, al- |
so. very, safe)

R 0 0 R and s

Liixing zhipido shiyong féichdng fangbidn, érqidé hén anquan.

. Traveler’s checks ate both convenient

(bulk. deliver [salesman])

| ddngshizhang | chairman of the board

.....................................................................................................................................................................

(chief, to execute, official)

IR

i shouxi zhixinggudn

(head, manager)

po¥ 23! i zongjinglT general manager

(sales, manager)

HEsM

....................................................................................................................................................................

(person, affair, manager)

. rénshi jinglt

; human resources manager

BT (R AFIETT)

dollars (Australia)

(& KRIT)

~~

i doyudn

%Ndyuén

dollars (Canada)

B |l

G

2

[ik

7

L Xinxtlanyudn

. dollars (New Zealand)

Sl

. méiyuan

dollars (US)
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DY Hélan ddn florin (Netherlands)

EE ) B 25 B Bilishi falang franc (Belgium)

b7zl faldng franc (France)

B B BB Ruishi falang franc (Switzerland)
AT Ruididn kélang krona (Sweden)

1% 5B Danmai kéldng krona (Denmark)

10 B v B Nubwei kelang krone (Norway)

B KR B ' Yidali 11a lira (Italy)

EESR i Dégud make mark (Germany)
VEBLT HL R | Xibanyd bisditd peseta (Sapin)

PR R Agénting bisud peso ( Argentina)
=R . Znilt bisud  peso (Chile)

e yingbdang pound (Britain)
BIREE Ai'érldh bdng pound (Ireland)

=Kl lUbu rouble (Russia)

B BF 5 b ' Yindi 16bf ' rupee (India)

7 8 5 B ' Bafisitan b ' rupee (Pakistan)

B RR xieke'ér shekel (Israel)

T hanyudn won (Korea)

H T riyudn yen (Japan)

AR rénminbi RMB yuan (China)
(black, market) ...

mili heishi black exchange market |
(if. you, need, US dollars, can, to, black :

market, go, change) If you need US dollars you can go to
ﬁﬂ%f$%%;i,ﬂﬂ§]%?ﬁ%}ﬁoJ the black market and exchange.
Rigud i xiydo mélyudn, kéyi ddo haishl qi huam.
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(you, are, which, country, person)

t Which country are you from?

Q) HREMEA?

Ni shi nd& gud rén?

......................................................................................

(you, from, where, come)

NI cong ndli 164i?

......................................................................................

(I, am, from, USA, come)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

W& shi cong Méigud 1di de.

(1, am, USA, person)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

W shi Méigué rén.

z = i Aflhan Afghanistan
- Rl /R B2 JE A’&rbanfya Albania
B W R SR EA'érjinyd EAlgeria
—— F] 4R 7 Agénting Arge-ntina

e '
m R K Aodallya Australia
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Countries

A

- Aodili

Austria

A

{ Bilishi

Belgium

R

' Bonai

{ Bosnia & Herzegovina

B

| Baxi

Brazil

R

| Baojialya

Bulgaria

' jianada

Canada

- znin

' Chile

Zhonggud

China

' Glba

Cuba

P

i Danmai

Denmark

R

Dongdiwen

i East Timor

BR

- Aijf

- Egypt

REMUT

| Aisai’éblyd

Ethiopia

EE

Fenlan

Finland

Fagud

i France

v‘--_}l—E?
H

Dégu6

i Germany
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fin

i Jiana

Ghana

liff§

Kl

 Xila

i Greece

i Hélan

Holland

& F F

- Xiongyah

i Hungary

(ice, island)

D

P

Bingddo

Iceland

B

Yindu

India

HR(EE

Yinni (Yindunixiyda)

Indonesia

RPET)
e

i Iran

P

Iraq

DR 2

L Ai'rlan

Ireland

Py

L Yisélie

Israel

B

L vidail

Italy

§ ’w; CHA ! Ribén Japan

L Yuédan

Jordan

| Hasakeésitan

Kazakhstan

| Hangud

the Republic of Korea

| Kewéité

i Kuwait

- Mal@ixiya

i Malaysia
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' Moxigs

i Mexico

Ménggu

i Mongolia

s

| MOludge

i Morocco

P

L XTnxTlan

New Zealand

§%ﬁ

i Chaoxidn

\ the Democratic People’s

Republic of Korea

ET

i Nuéwei

i Norway

BEHS

Bajisitdn

i Pakistan

Bgg

i Banama

 Panama

e

i Bl

i Peru

. Failibin

Philippines

' Bolan

Poland

WEF

| P(tGoya

i Portugal

;%5%

i Eluost

¢ Russia

§w%mmm

| shate Aldbé

Saudi Arabia

g

| XTnjiapo

Singapore

e

| Nanfai

South Africa

e

Xibanyd

Spain

A

i Ruididn

Sweden

EE=

| Rulshi

Switzerland
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E:

. Sdan

Sudan

£H

' Taigué

Thailand

EHR

v

TU’érqi

Turkey

LTI
K

- Alabo

. UAE
i Lianhegitzhanggud

.

nain

B

- Wikeldn

Ukraine

NV
AN

3

Yinggub

United Kingdom

I

FY

. M8igué

United States

T

i Wéinéiruila

i Venezuela

B

i Yuéndn

i Vietnam

FTETEs

| NansTlafd

Yugoslavia

FE M

. Feizhou

5 Africa

LA

Ndanjizhou

i Antarctica

.

| Yazhou

i Asia

B

Ouzhou

Europe

LT R

. Lading Méizhou

i Latin America

Je M

. Béimeéizhou

i North America

KM

Ddayangzhou

. Oceania

e

" i Nanméizhou

i South America




Country Leaders

ExRxTH"

Aodaliya

Australia

| Hudhuadé

John Howard

EBER

i Mdo Zédong

{ Mao Zedong

J& Bk

| Zhou Enldi

Zhou Enlai

X8 7N

Déng Xidoping

Deng Xiaoping

LR

| Jidng Zémin

Jiang Zemin

R HE

| Zhii Rongii

Zhu Rongji

0 ;‘Cu‘ba

' KasTteluo

Fidel Castro

R Qiuaji’ér Winston Churchill
R Sagie’éer Margaret Thatcher
i 3 IR Bul&i'ér Tony Blair

% Those names of the country leaders that people are familiar which are selected and listed here without any political purposes.



Country Leaders

Napoleon

4 ES - Népolan

nE S | Daigdolé

De Gaule

HhL XTlake

i Jacques Chirac

Helmut Kohl

Gerhard Schroeder

_iIndia

H it . Gandi

Mohandas Gandhi

BL 7R 061 . WajiépayT

Atal Behari Vajpayee

Ayatullah Khomeni

Mohammad Khatami

B¥ ik 18 - (R A . Sadami Housdiyin

Saddam Hussein.

u @yu e Yise“e —

hLE | Labin

Yitzhak Rabin

3% T 5. 48 | Néitanfyahd

. Benjamin Netanyahu

S ' Balake

Ahud Barak

Wk | Shaléng

Ariel Sharon
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; XiGoyuan Hulsan . Keizou Obuchi
HEY | Sen Xildng . Yoshirou Mori
/N IR lE— B Xidoqudan Chinyilang Junichiro Koizumi

&K - Jin Dazhong - Kim Dae Jung

& H R | ' in Richéng ' Kim 1l Sung

4EH | Jin Zhéngrl . Kim Jong 11

Pakistan A N

Pervez Musharaff

| Yasser Arafat

) 8K t Yéligin Boris Yeltsen
EH Pljing Vladimir Putin

3
& i Mandéla Nelson Mandela
i

" - Mubsiji | Thabo Mbeki
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e BE 4 § Hudshéngdun George Washington
7R3 Jiéféixun Thomas Jefferson
wE Linkén Abraham Lincoln
B 118 - Ludsifd | F.D. Roosevelt

H el K&nnidf John F. Kennedy
JE FE Nikésong Richard Nixon
B Ligén Ronald Reagan
Zikin Bushi Gec.;:rge Bush

FLAR R Kélindun EWilliamJ. Clinton
AN A : Xigo Bushf George. W. Bush




Language Studies

BEF
word, gender) e
-ﬁl‘ﬁi i CIXlng part of speech
| (this, MW, word, is, what, part of speech) |  What i this word"s part of speech?
Q) A A Y e
Zhé ge ci shi shénme cixing?
(this, MW, word, is, )
........................................................................................... ' This word is a (an)
R S — R
Zhé ge cf shi
(describe, Word) e
T 25 i) | xfngréngci  adjective 1
gl  fiici - adverb
Slcomnecet, word)
% 1] liancf T conjunctive word |
(measure, word)
TR I - T o

PAT| i mingcf ! noun

(introduce, word)

4 1] | jieci ! preposition
(substiute, word)
R - daic | pronoun
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(this, MW, word, is, word with a positive '

connotation, QW) Does this word have a positive conno-

T tation?

Zhé ge cf shi bdoyici ma?

(neutral, word)

Wz S i) | bidnylcf i word with negative connotation
(this, MW, word, is, abstract word, or, !

concrete word) . Is this word abstract or concrete?

Q) |1'])%$H3%UE] %ﬁﬁiﬂ”

Zhé ge ci shi chouxmngol hdishi jutici?

(it, is, MW, abstract word/concrete word) |

"""""""""""""""""" et s an abstract/a concrete word
A) Ah g8/ B kA,
Ta shi ge chouxiangci/jutici.
{mouth, sound)
gy kduymn accent

(he, has, a l]ttle, southern, accent)

ﬂﬁﬁ ,mJLfﬁﬁ 0&,

~+ He has a slight southern accent.

Ta you yidianr nanfang kduyin.

(his, accent, very, hea\y)

RN ERE.

Ta de kduyn hén zhong.
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(Chinese, character)

£ fantizi original complex characters
(you, able, write, Chinese characters, QW) i
""""""""""""" e Can you write Chinese characters?
Q) REBENFY? j
NI hui xi& Hanzi ma?
(I, only, able, write, 300, MW)
....................................................................................... I Can only “lete 300

A) RASB=81,

WS zhi hui xié sanbdi ge.

(many, pronunciation, character)

P g duvingi | : character with multiple
| dudyinzi i

{ pronunciations

(%5, is, many, pronunciation, character, | )
o i { /& is a character that has more than
1&"”, sometimes, read, : o ) o

i one pronunciation. Sometimes it is

‘“

sometimes, read,

N yuén )

5‘%5%? ﬁ&gaﬂﬁ‘*‘“ n ?ﬁE}‘JEﬂ' read “ /6" and sometimes it is read
1&@“yUé”o . yue
5K shi dudyinzi, ydu de shihou di “lé", you de shihou da “yue”.

(up, down, text)

EFX : shangxiawén i context

(from, context, I, can, guess, this, MW, |

word's, meaning) - From the context, I can guess the

A EFIRALN X MR EE,

Cbng shangxiawén wo kéyT cai chii zhé ge ci de yisi.
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(dirty, word)

iary i zGnghud curse word

(this, counted as, curse word, QW) ;
meesecaesian ..................A........................_.‘,......._..........,,_.,_,.; IS this a Curse Word?

Zhé sudn zanghud ma?

7] 4 : cldian i dictionary

(this, MW, word, in, dictionary, inside, !
able, look, up, QW) :

Zhé ge ¢f zdi cidian li néng cha ddo ma?

ERX zhéngshi formal (language)

(this, MW, word, very, formal, QW)

i ) Is this word formal?
XA AR IE R ? ‘

Zhé ge ci hén zhéngshi ma?

(language, law)

............................................................................................................................................................................

Eik i yufa grammar

(I, don’t, understand, this, MW, sentence’s, ! , )
_ . i [ don’t understand the grammar in

grammar, you, can, explain, a little, QW) b o

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- . this sentence. Can you explain it to

BAE XA T F BRI, R DR —

{ me?

W6 bu ddng zhé ge juzi de yufd, ni kéyi jiéshi yixid ma?
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| (Mr./Mrs. Wang, you [ polite]. can, analyze, a |

, : Mr./Mrs. Wang, could you
little, this, MW, sentence's. structure, QW) 5
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" { please analyze the structure of this

EEIW, BT — TR TR

i sentence7

Wang I&oshi, nin néng fénxi yixid zhé ge juzi de jiégdu ma?

(set, language)

B chéngyl : idiom

(very, many, Chinese, idiom, have origins :
i Many Chinese idioms have their origins
in, ancient time, story) :

BETEORIEETH RGN E,

Hén dud Zhonggud de chéngyl yudnyl giddi de gushi.

"1 in ancient China.

(mute, Engllsh)

i can only read and write. but not

| speak a language

(very, many, Chinese, study, is, mute,
English, need. improve, listening, and, | Many Chinese can read and write Eng-

spoken) " lish, but they need to improve their

'ﬁng .}\ H']EIHIZE%M, %E}ﬂ f spoken and listening.
=T OiE,

Hén dud Zhonggudrén xué de shi ydba Yingyl, xlydo tigdo tingli hé kduyl.

(spell, sound)

............................................... e e e e e e et s e ee etk ea e e s kAo sasoaeoieasececesesasssesetastanaesraar e iaraennaetnn s naananal

=3 i pinyin i Pinyin Romanization system

'

( pinyin, is, speak, good. Chinese, knock,
door brlck)

ﬁ%%lﬁlﬁaﬁ%mm i E{‘f:o T

Pinyin shi shuo hdo Hanyl de gidoménzhuan.

i . . . . .
i Pinyin is your training wheels [or

speaking good Chinese.
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(produce, sound)

5 : fayin . pronunciation

(my, pronuncmtlon clear. QW)
el 7;? BEEW?

W de fayin gingchu ma?

= Is my pronunciation clear?

(this, MW, word's, pronunciation, you, i

. i You didn’ t pronounce this word accu-
articulate, not, accurate) ;

Zhé ge danci de fayin ni ydo de bd zhin.

(this, MW. sound, you, pronounce, not, |

i Your pronunciation of this word is not
is, very. to position) :

AEREEARRE .,

1 perfect.

Zhé ge yin ni fa de bl shi hén ddowsi.

(your, pronunciation, still, need, further, !

i Your pronunciation still needs some
pohsh. practxce) :

Yy L

Ni de fayin hdi xdyao jin yi bu mélian.

% work.

( pronounce, this, MW, sound, when, :

: When pronouncing this sound, what is
tongue, bhould place. at, where) : pro ng S0

Q) XA A, K B IL?

Fa zhé ge yin shi, shétou yinggdi fang zai nar?

" the positioning of the tongue?

(tongue, should, place, at, mouth cavity,

upper part) . Your tongue should be placed on the

" roof of your mouth.

A) kW 1’7155(1{!! 150

Shétou yinggdi fang zai kdugidng shangbu.

1

( pronounce, this, MW, sound, when, !

should. send. alr) . When you pronounce this sound. air

K A, 1%%_5{

Fa zhé ge yin shi, yinggdi songai.

should leave your mouth. (aspirated)
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(raw, neglect)

eeteeresemmmaeeeseec s asmsseasemsaeseesmaseaeaeetaaeeioann.netanaar e oo e e e ee a4 el s e e e e e e tm o et ee o ncenaoteemooototntsestesetasas

A B | shéngshil ' rusty
(I, just, return, China, my Chinese, still, : . .
has, a lm]e, rusty) I just came back to China so my Chi-
- - " nese is a little rusty.

W'J[EIFP@ ?lléﬁ:ﬁ 4...]L§5£ﬁio E

WO gang hui Zhdnggud, Hanyl hdi you yidianr shéngshu.

(fixed, arranged pairs)

T et phrase, two words that always
& & HE B i guding dapei ;
: 9 g adp i go together

k3 . " . “ . ” E
(“receive, superb, grades”, in, “receive , !

~and, ° “grades”, is, set phrase) In the phrase “qudé youyi chéngji”,
“Elﬁﬁ‘.gﬁﬁéﬁ ‘P “EI'I%"ﬁ]“ﬁjz | : “qUdé” and “chéngji” is a set phrase.
T2 [ 2 YR AL . :

...........................................................................................................................................................................

“Qiidé youyi chéngji” zhong “qlidé” hé “chéngji” shi guding dapéi.

il i pidn i seldom used, rare

(this, MW, word, , rare, seldom, use) i This word is very rare. It’s not

used often.

(1, towards, slang, unusually, mterested)

R EE R,

WO dul liyd feichang gan xingqu.

i I have a deep interest in slang.




Language Studies 241

(mouth, language)

HiE | Kouyl spoken language

(this, kind, way of speaking, in, spoken?
_1a“g“age inside, often, use, QW) Is this often used in spoken language?

ﬁmﬁiﬁ? Eli%i““’ﬁﬁﬂy

Zhé zhdng shudfd zai kduyl li chdngyong ma?

B yluqi tone

(this, MW, sentence, your, tone, not, :

enough, swong)  Your tone isn’t strong enough.
XA ERES AR |

Zhé ju hud ni de yligi bd gdd gidng.

= . shéngdido ! tones

(this, MW, character, pronounce, what tone)

Zhé ge zi fa di | shéng?

(you, able, tell me, thls, MW, character s tone, QW) Can you tell me this

e ﬁﬁ;‘z/\ E}jpuu‘]ﬂ.%? character’s tone?

...................................................................................................................... et e et cicc s oo oo

NI néng gdosu wo zhe ge zi de shéngdido ma?

(‘hls’ MW, Chafa‘:ter’ is, 4[' tone) . This character’ s tone is the fourth

E':%U_qﬁo tone.

Zhé ge zZi shi di si shéng.

(this, MW, character, is, many, pronunci-
) . . This is a character with more than one
ation, character, in, here, pronounce, 2", :

i pronunciation. In this situation it is

........................................................................................ pronounced in the 2nd tone.

Zhé ge zi shi dudyinzi, zai zheli fa di er sheng.
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(this. MW, word, by itself, use, pro- . When used by itself, this character is

nounce, 2™, tone, but, here, pronounce. | pronounced as the second tone, but

neutral tone) i when it is combined with another char-

ﬁﬁ\?%iﬂﬁﬁk%:ﬁ@zﬁik% acter it is pronounced as the neutral

Zhé ge zi dandi yong fa di ér shéng, dan zhéli fa gingshéng.

2Nz fanyi translate

Zhé ju hud zénme fan chéng Yingyi?

(assist, lead)

R i fliddo | tutor
(I, today, have, tutor) i I am going to meet with my tutor to-

W4 jintian you fliddo.

(word, gather together, amount)

......................................................... fe e e emeesemiiamaseieaisastemeceiemcaacacmsaaamaasessaqesseacanacameescasacasacascmmmaamemmcseemmes-mes-epmsened

Wil & cihuiliang vocabulary

(I, must, enlarge, my, vocabulary)
Ry KEOIRICE,

W& déi kuddd wod de cihuiliang.

-4 I have to enlarge my vocabulary.

(his, vocabulary, very, big/small)

Ta de cihuiliang hén da/xido.
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B g ; shamianyd i written language

(this, MW, sentence, only, used, in, writ- |

ten language. inside) This word is only used in written lan-

ERER A B EES. guage.

WA B F, G - ple?

Géi wo ju ge lizi, hdo ma?

(his. Chinese, unusually, fluent) j
: T He speaks Chinese fluently.

iy i 35 AR # R A

Ta Hanyl feichang tidli.

(sorry, I, didn't, hear, clearly, you, can, i

repeat, one, time, QW) ' I’ m sorry. I didn’ t hear clearly.

AR, HETERE, REEE — R Could you please say it again?

............................................................................................................................................................................

Duibugi, wd méi ting gingchu, ni néng chongfu yi bian ma?

(this. MW. character's, original meaning, ! . ' .
: What is the original meaning of this

Zhé ge zi de yudanyi shi shénme?

(this, MW, word. how, use, you, can, give, |

. i Can you please tell me the lan-
me, one, MW, language, environment, QW) | ) ) bich thi
e e oo guage environment in which this
EANMAELR KRRAEER - EFTAE

i word is used?

Zhé ge ci z&énme yong, ni néng gé&i wo yi ge ylyan hudanjing ma?
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(this, MW, use, Chinese, how, say)

Zhé ge yong Hanyl zé&nme shud?

(his, handwriting, very, neat/sloppy)

il i AR TR/ W

Ta de ziji hén gongzhéng/lidocdo.

His handwriting is very neat/sloppy.

(this, MW, word, I, use, appropriate, QW)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Zhé ge ci wo yong de giadang ma?

(you, just, speak, words, I, only, under-
i I understood about half of what you
stand, half) :

....................... ‘ said.

Ni gang shud de hud wd zhi doéng ylbanr

(this, MW, sentence, has, quite a number :

. i This sentence has many different
of, layer, meaning) {

Zhe ju hud you hdo ji céng yisi.

1

(this, MW, sentence, has, amblgulty) '
: - -+ This sentence is ambiguous.

EEEEE L, |

Zhé ju hua ydu qiyl.

(listen, tape, is, improve, listening, good, : .
approach) Listening to tapes is a good way of im-

i proving your listening ability.

Ting ciddi shi tigao tingli de hGo banfd.
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(this, MW, word, is, Mandarin, or, local

dial t) i ) . .
. e il this word Mandarin or local dialect?

JX"ﬂ;%j"-ﬁﬁZ%ﬁa ?

e e e e e e e e e e et e e e oot aoc e eaenolesanaeas et et e e e e et e e aeseanenesaacaecaeanasnetesnaeennnnannena]

Zhé ge ci shi putonghud haishi fangyan?

(your, tongue, very, stiff, should, relax)
Your tongue is too stiff. Please relax!

MxB‘J%%{E@ m'x

Ni de shétou hén ying, yinggadi fangsong.

(I, want, establish, MW, solid, Chinese,
foundation) i [ want to establish a solid Chinese

foundanon

...........................................................................................................................................................................

W0 xidng da ge zhashi de Hanyu jicha,

(I, just now, speak, PT, words, tone, not accu- :
E . ’ .
rate, so, you, not, listen, understand) I didn’ t say it clearly so you

dldn t understand.

Wo gangcedi shud de hud shéngdido bl zhin, sudyi ni méi ting mingbai.

(Thlb, MW, word, how to use) |
: e How s this word used ?

Au’ﬂff L

Zhé ge ci zénme yong?
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(this, MW, word, in, inside, daily life, how '
: How is this word used in everyday

.......................................................................................... ' { life?

Zhé ge ci zdi richang shénghud zhong zénme yong?

(this, MW, word, often, used, QW)

Zhé ge ci changyong ma?

(sorry, just, say, words, not, express, - I’ m SoIrry. What I just Said was not
my, meaning; my, Chinese, feeling, not, { what I meant to say. My understand-

right) ing of Chinese is not right. (Maybe you

MR, WA BRA é% & H M % . tongue, but when translated into Chinese
B, RiBEBAX, doés not. )

Duibugi, gang shud de hua méiydu bidoda wo de yisi. WO de yligan bl dul.

* said a word that makes sense in your mother

(your, Chinese, speak, very, good)

(your, Chmese, very, good)

A) R af:'#jcm?

NI de Zhongwén hén hdo.

Your Chinese is very good.
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(no big deal, practice makes perfect, noth- :
ing more) i It is really not a big deal. Practice

"% makes perfect, nothing more.

B) WA AKAT 0, MG,

Méi shénme ddbulido de, shd néng shéng qido éryi.

(your, Chinese, not bad)

A) REh R,

Your Chinese is pretty good.

NI de Zhongwen blcud.

(you, over praise)

NT gudjidng le.

(your, Mandarm, speak Very superb)

MxB‘J%ﬁtﬁﬁé%‘fﬁ{% !

Ni de pltonghud shud de hén lid!

Your Mandarin is kicking!

(I, only, study, PT. a little, nothing?

more. still. behind. far) - | have only scratched the surface. I

B) HR=ET REBME, £E/T,

WO zhi xuéle didn pimado éryi, hai cha de yudn ne.

still have a long way to go.

(your, Chinese. indeed, with, Chinese, !

: Your words are exactly like a Chinese
speak, same) |

A) HREGILIE 2 E0R o A — #"

Ni de Hanyl jianzhi gén Zhonggudrén jiang de yiyang.

person’s.

(not, dare, serve) :
=4 I am flattered.

Bu gandang.
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T(your, Chinese, level, soon, catch up to, ;
Dashan) i Your Chinese level is approaching
’ " Dashan’s.

o) ROREATFRE KT,

N de Hanyi shuiping kudi gan shang Dashan le.

]
i

(I, how, can, with, Dashan, mutual,
i How can | be mentioned in the same

mentlon, together, discuss) ,
' - "% breath as Dashan?

B) REAMRALMIIEL

W& z8nme néng gén Dashan xidng ti bing lan?

{who, say, not, is)

B) ERREE?

Shéi shud bl shi ne?

~ Who said it wasn’t?

(that, still, need, 'Sa_y) Is it necessary to say this? (Of course

B) IE AT i)

Na hdi yong shud?

(he, speak, very, ) :
He speaks very

Ta shudhud hén

®r kudi fast

(have, level)

AIKE yOu shuiping intelligent, refined
(big, sound)

KH dashéng loud

% qing light

1& man slow

B>

i s : vulgar
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If the name of a country ends in gud (¥ Fagué France, f&E Dégud, Germany
etc. ), omitting the gud and adding yl will create the language that is spoken in
that country (¥£1& Fayl French, &% Déyl German).

If the name of a country has been formed by its English counterpart ( F ¥ 5
Xibanyd, Spain, F+7 Danmdi Denmark), adding ylU will form the name of the
language spoken in that country ( F§HLF & Xibanyayl Spanish, £+ & Danmdaiyi
Dutch). Because Japanese already uses Chinese characters, H & Riyl Japanese is
an exception to this rule.

Please refer to list of countries in Section VI Category Usage Dictionary: Coun-
tries .

The History of Chinese Characters

In April of 2000, Chinese archaeologists unearthed a 4, 800-year-old piece of pot-
tery bearing Chinese characters. These pottery inscriptions, which were found in
Juxian County, Shandong Province (Eastern China), trace the first usage of Chi-
nese characters to a time when people recorded events by tying knots in ropes or
strings.

Although there are a few different versions as to who invented Chinese characters,
the most widely accepted is that court minister Ts’ ang Chieh( & #l, Cadngjié) in-
vented characters to facilitate record keeping. It is believed that Ts’ ang Chieh was
inspired to create a system using lines, shapes and pictures to represent ideas after
observing the footprints of birds and animals.

There are mainly four types of Chinese characters, Borrowings are borrowed from
other characters but have different radicals that allow them to be differentiated. For
example, R (kudi fast) and 3R (kudi piece). Ideograms are made by the association
of two characters, such as AR(zhong crowd) which is made up of three A(rén per-
sons) . Ideophonograms are characters that are composed of two elements, one rep-
resenting the meaning while the other representing the pronunciation. The charac-
ter ) is comprised of 7 (sdndi&nshui water) and #i which is pronounced HU.
Pictographs are characters that look like the actual thing that it is representing,
such as I (sha@n mountain).

In Chinese, there are countless dialects including Mandarin, Hokkien, Fuzhou,
Hakka, Min Nan, Cantonese, etc., but there are only two types of written char-
acters, traditional and simplified. Traditional characters are still used in Hong Kong
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(SAR) and Taiwan. Simplified characters, which were introduced in the late
1950s to create one standard Chinese language, are used in the mainland and Singa-
pore. The largest Chinese dictionary contains mord than 50, 000 characters. Fortu-

nately, only 3,000 — 4,000 are needed for daily use.
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Confucius (551 BC—479 BC), Chinese Philosopher

fLF Kongzi

Confucius was probably the greatest moral philosopher in ancient China
and has had by far the biggest impact on Chinese life. Born K’ ung Ch’
iu in the small feudal state of Lu (now Shandong Province) in 551 BC,
Confucius led a rather uneventful life, that is, if compared to his impact ;
following his death. His father died when he was only three and his
mother took the role of educating him. He quickly developed a strong
thirst for knowledge.

He had served in minor government posts before he married when he

was 19. His knowledge of ritual, music, archery, charioteering, callig-

raphy and mathematics, coupled with his familiarity with classical traditions includ-
ing poetry and history, allowed him to start teaching when he was in his 30s.

In his late 40s and 50s, Confucius served as a magistrate, as an assistant minister of
public works, and as minister of justice in the state of Lu. Confucius’s political
career was short-lived as he did not get along well with some of the king’s inner
cabinet members. He felt that they were not interested in his objectives, especially
those dealing with education. He later left the country in search of a state that was
interested in his teachings. He was followed by hundreds of disciples and his name
became synonymous with vision. Unsuccessful, he returned 12 years later to con-
tinue teaching. Confucius was known as a person with a righteous passion, who
although faced great obstacles, still attempted to achieve his goals. He died in 479
BC at the age of 73.

Confucius was the first person in China who wanted to make education available to
everyone. He held the belief that ordinary human beings could become awe-inspir-
ing. He believed that human beings were teachable, could be improved, and per-
fected. He felt that the superior man was motivated by the desire to good deeds,
and not by personal profit. Confucius considered himself the transmitter who con-
sciously tried to re-animate the old in order to attain the new.
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(three people, together, walk must, have _my, teacher)

If three of us are walkmg together, at least one of the

= NI, O T ; other two is good enough to be my teacher; regardless
- ’ ° of educational level, we can all teach each other some-
 thing.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

San rén téng xing, bi you wo shi.

(have, friend, from. far, place, come, not, also, happy, QW)

AWM BETTK, ANIFRT?

...........................................................................................................................................................................

You péng zi yudn fang IGi, bd yile ha?

(our, good, friend, Park, next week, will, come,
China) i Our good friend Park will come to

' China next week.

Women de hdo péngyou Pido xid zhou yc‘lo lai Zhonggud.

(very, good, truly, is, “Isn't it great that a friend | Great' It truly is “A friend com-

from far away is coming?” ) mg from a far place isn’t a great

Tai hdo le! Zhén shi you péng zi yudn fang Iai, bd yi e ha.

Sun Yat-sen, Chinese Revolutionary

Il Sin Zhdngshan

Born near southern China’s Guangzhou on November 12", 1866, Sun Yat-sen is
considered the “Father of Modern China”. In 1879, Sun traveled to the United
States to be with his brother who emigrated earlier. There he became familiar with
Western influences, but when his brother objected to his belief in Christianity, he
decided to return home. In 1885 he married Lu Mu-chen, the girl selected for him
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by his parents. The couple had two daughters and one boy.

Although Sun had earned his medical degree, he forsook his
practice to help China break away from the years of humilia-
tion at the hands of more technologically advanced Western
powers. In 1894 Sun sent national leaders his ideas on how
to make China a strong power, but all he received in return
was the equivalent of a “thank you”. In that same year,
Sun founded the “Revive China Society”, a secret organiza-
tion whose membership was mainly drawn from the lower

classes of society.

In 1911, the Qing Dynasty leaders nationalized the railway system, and in doing so
encroached upon the interests of local leaders. This led to successful rebellions all
over the country and Sun was named provisional president of the new Chinese re-
public. Influenced by Karl Marx, Sun’s political theory was based upon the guiding
principles of nationalism, democracy, and people’s livelihood. Realizing that his
regime was weak, Sun made a deal with Yuan Shikai, an imperial minister who
had been entrusted with the court. Yuan Shikai became more and more dictatorial
and Sun successfully revolted against him and became president of a self-proclaimed
government in Guangzhou in 1921. He later became director of the Kuomintang

Party (KMT). '

In 1924, he joined forces with Chinese Communists and accepted aid {rom the
USSR. He passed away in 1925 and is known today as a “pioneer of the revolu-
tion. "

the Model Soldier
THE Léi Feng

Lei Feng was born into a poor peasant family on December
18, 1940 in Hunan Province. In his youth, his father was killed
at the hands of the Japanese and his mother committed suicide.
Lei Feng was saved by the communist party who fed and raised
him. He joined the People’s Liberation Army and was a model
soldier. He sent his meager earnings to the parents of a fellow
soldier who had been injured in a flood; he served tea and food
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to officers; and performed other deeds that showed his deep passion towards Chair-
man Mao and the Communist Party.

On August 15, 1962, while working at the Fushun Army Base, Lei Feng was
struck and killed by a pole that was knocked down by a military truck. Lei Feng
was rushed to a hospital but died soon afterwards. While alive Lei Feng was not an
eminent soldier, but following his death, his diary was discovered and became the
poster-boy of the Communist Party.

Chairman Mao called on the nation to envelop the spirit of Lei Feng. Mao asked all
Chinese to dedicate themselves to the cause of others as well as the Party. Lei
Feng’s diary was reprinted, photographs of him were plastered everywhere, and
movies were made about his life.

These posters, which read “Xiang Léi Féng Tongzhi Xuéxi (Learn from Comrade
Lei Feng)” are still hung today to encourage Chinese to become model citizens.

(my, life, is, f{finite, but, for, people, o o
L . My life is finite, but my dedication and
serve, is, infinite) :

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" | service to the People (of China) is infi-

KR E 2R, B2 ARKRS |

nite.

WO de shéngming shi youxidn de, danshi wei rénmin fGwad shi wixidn de.

( study, should, develop. drill, and,

squeeze, spirit) - Regardless of how busy you are, you

B R O,

| Xuéxi yao faydng zudn hé ji de jingshén.

should still find time to study.

(you, are, MW, living, Lei Feng)

............................................................................................................................................................................

If you see a person do a good deed, you can tell them that he/she is a living Lei Feng. If you

see someone doing something mischievous, you can use this sentence in a sarcastic manner.
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(you., should, in the direction, Lei Feng, !

_comrade, study) e} You should be more like Lei Feng.

GENESRSES,

Propaganda, used to motivate and encourage the youth of China.

Bruce Lee, Martial Arts Specialist & Actor

Z=/NE LY Xidolong

Born Lee Jun Fan on November 27", 1940, Bruce Lee is by =
far the most famous Chinese actor.

At three months, Bruce Lee made his first acting appear-
ance as a baby girl in Golden Gate Girl and at age 6 made
his first major childhood movie. In total, he appeared in 20
movies before the age of 18.

One day Bruce was beaten up by a Hong Kong street gang.
This is the first and last fight that he lost. This incident
brought him to take Kung-fu lessons under the tutelage of
Master Yip Man. At age 18, Bruce entered the 1958 Boxing Championships and
defeated the reigning three-year champion, attracting great attention.

Because of his involvement in many street fights, his mother sent him to the United
States. As a way to earn money, Bruce taught martial arts in backyards and parks.
In 1961, Bruce entered the University of Washington as a Philosophy major. In
1963, he opened the Jun Kung-Fu Institute and taught persons of all races, some-
thing that had never been done before. The Institute became successful and Bruce
decided to open another school in QOakland. In 1964, Ed Parker, the Father of
American Karate, invited Bruce to give a demonstration. At this demonstration,
Bruce performed his famous two finger push-ups and his “one-inch punch”. Holly-
wood producer William Dozier was in the audience that day and invited Bruce to
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give an audition.

In August of 1964, Bruce married Linda Emery and in 1965 their only son Brandon
was born. In that same year Bruce was challenged by Wong Jack Man, a leading
Kung Fu master, who disliked Bruce teaching non-Chinese. To his surprise, Bruce
accepted the challenge and a stipulation was set that the loser must stop teaching.
The fight only lasted a few seconds as Bruce pummeled Wong Jack Man. Although
he won, Bruce felt that he was not in his best physical condition and decided to
reevaluate his technique. He later created the concept of Jeet Kune Do, the art of
intercepting the fist.

In 1966, Bruce starred on a television show called the Green Hornet. He was paid
around $ 400 / episode but the show was a flop. During this time, Bruce Lee’s ex-
posure became greater and greater. He opened the third Jun Fan Kung-Fu Institute
and gave private lessons to such stars as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, James Garner and
Roman Polanski.

In 1970, Bruce injured his sacral nerve and doctors said he would never kick again.
Bruce documented his recovery and perfected his technique because of it. Bruce was
offered the leading role in The Big Boss, released in the US as Fists of Fury and
became famous overnight. His next film Fist of Fury released in the US as The
Chinese Connection was even better received than his first movie and Bruce was on
top to stay. In 1973, Bruce began to work on Enter the Dragon, the first-ever film
jointly produced by Hong Kong and American film companies.

On July 20™, 1973, Bruce unexpectedly died of swelling of the brain. Doctors later
declared that the cause of death was “death by misadventure”. The premiere of the
Enter the Dragon was delayed a few days but was a huge hit when it finally hit the
screen.

Jackie Chan, Film Star

FJE Chéng Léng

Born Chan Kong-Sang on April 7'*, 1954, his parents, Charles and Lee-lee, know
that Jackie was going to be special when he was in his mother’s stomach for 12
months. '
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In 1960, Jackie’s father went to work in Australia
and his mother enrolled him in the Peking Opera
Boarding Shcool. There he met his mentor, Master
Yu Jim-Yuan, and studied Chinese traditional
singing, acting, performing, and martial arts. Jackie’
s mother joined her husband in Australia and Yu Jim-
Yuan became Jackie’s godfather.

Jackie's acting career began in 1962 when he appeared in the Cantonese film Big
and Little Wong Tin-Bar. Before age 17, Jackie appeared in many films, both as
a stuntman and actor. In 1973, Jackie was an extra in two of Bruce Lee’s films,
The Chinese Connection and Enter the Dragon .

In 1976, Jackie was renamed Sing Lung (which means become the dragon) and
had the leading role in New Fist of Fury which was a sequel to Bruce Lee’s The
Chinese Connection . The [ilm was not a huge success. Jackie later went to Australia
to join his parents. One of his father’s friends, whose name was Jack, gave him a
job on a construction site. Jack knew that the other workers would not take to Sing
Lung so he gave him the name, Jack. Later Jack became Jackie and that is how
Jackie Chan was born.

In 1978, Jackie finally broke away {rom the Bruce Lee shadow when he acted in
Snake in the Eagle’ s Shadow, a film that showcases Jackie’ s martial arts and
comic abilities. Jackie later went to the United States where he had small parts in
the Cannonball Run movies. While in the US Jackie met some stuntmen and de-
cided that this was a role in which he could excel. Jackie first became famous in the
US following his re-creation of Harold Lloyd’s “hanging from the clock tower”
stunt where he fell three stories.

Jackie returned to Hong Kong where he starred in the box-office hits Police Story
and Project A. The film featured both martial arts and comedy and put Jackie on
top to stay. New Line Cinema’s 1996 Rumble in the Bronx became the number
one movie in America and opened American eyes to adventure-comedy films. His
latest films include Rush Hour and Shanghai Noon .
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Dr. Norman Bethune (1890—1939)

FHsRKE  Bai Qid’en

One of the most famous foreigners in Chi-
na is Dr. Norman Bethune, the Canadian
Medical Hall of Fame surgeon who intro-
duced the mobile blood bank to the battle-
field. Born in Gravenhurst, Ontario in
1890, Dr. Bethune had a passion for
medicine as a child. He studied medicine at
‘ the University of Toronto but his educa-
tion was interrupted when he enlisted as a stretcher-bearer in World War [. In

1916 he finally received his M. D.

Dr. Bethune wrote extensively on the usage of surgical instruments that is still con-
sidered to be the hand guide for all surgeons today. Dr. Bethune also made contri-
butions to the formation of Canada’s national health care system. But Dr. Bethune
is most saliently remembered for his work in China as a battlefield doctor where he
shared his food, clothing and even blood with wounded soldiers while performing
countless blood transfusions. A doctor to the end, in 1938 while in China, Dr.
Bethune succumbed to the very disease to which he dedicated his life to curing,
blood poisoning.

Upon hearing of his death, Chairman Mao wrote of Dr. Bethune, “Comrade
Bethune and I met only once. .. I am deeply grieved of his death. Now we are all
commemorating him, which shows how profoundly his spirit inspired everyone.
We must all learn the spirit of absolute selflessness from him.” Mao’ s essay later
became required reading in China and Bethune’ s picture appeared on postage
stamps and posters.

Like most non-doctors, before I came to China I rarely heard the name Norman
Bethune. In China, however, where he is revered as a saint, you are bound to hear
his name, especially from older generations.
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Mark Roswell

K1l Dashan

Canadian Mark Roswell, or Dashan (Big Mountain) in Chi-
nese, is by far the most well-known of all foreigners in Chi-
na due to his remarkably fluent Chinese. Dashan first start-
ed studying Chinese in Peking University s Chinese Depart-
ment and became famous almost overnight after appearing
on xidngsheng, a traditional Chinese comic dialogue show .

Today, Dashan performs comic skits and makes guest appearances on holiday pro-
grams. He also appears in a plethora of advertising campaigns. If studying Chinese
in China, you will hear his name everyday, from the mouths of cab drivers to doc-

tors.



Chapter VII
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There are a few reasons why Chinese pay particular attention to idioms. For over
5,000 years, Chinese have been renowned for their keen interest in literature and
the Chinese language is the channel in which these intellectuals utilize to convey
their thoughts. Chinese believe that four-character idioms sound pleasant to the
ear. Using just one or two words to express a thought is rather elementary, espe-
cially when there are more scholarly words that can express the same ieda. Indeed,
idioms are one way of measuring the intelligence and educational level in a society in
which great emphasis is placed on education.

[t is worthwhile for the foreign student of Chinese to invest some time learning Chinese
idioms as China’s long history and language go hand in hand. It is consequential to be-
come familiar with China’s past in order to become proficient in modern Chinese. Behind
every idiom there is a story, called a diGingli which will allow the student to deepen their
understanding of the Chinese culture while at the same time increasing their vocabulary.
Lastly, properly using idioms will guarantee for you the praise of the Chinese on your
way to becoming a Zhonggubétong, an expert on China.

L QR IRN Help Seedlings Grow by Pulling Them up

There once was an impatient farmer who lived during the Song Dynasty (960-1279
AD). Everyday the anxious farmer would measure the growth of the crops. To his
dismay, his crops were growing much slower than he expected.
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The farmer racked his brains trying to find better ways of planting in order to get
quicker results. One day he finally came up with a solution. He started to physical-
ly pull the crops out of the ground, thus making them taller. The farmer worked
very hard and at day’s end he was physically exhausted but mentally happy as his
plan had produced the desired results.

When the farmer went home, he told his son of his “brilliant” method. His son .
went to the field only to discover that all of his crops were dead.

(pull up, shoot, help, grow)

The idiom is used today to refer to a situation where an impatient person does not
fully consider the consequences of an action and therefore produces results that

are contrary to the initial objective; spoil things by undue haste.

. When educating children, one must

HEETHEER L, ARERE B, %be patient. You cannot pull the

i shoots up to help them grow.

Jidoyl hdizi xtydo ndixin, bu néng bd mido zhu zhdng.

HIIFHF Show One’s Mediocre Skill before a Master
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There once was a master carpenter named Lu Ban who lived during the Spring and
Autumn Period (770-476 BC). Lu Ban was very famous because he invented wood-
working tools and built many bridges and palaces.

One day another carpenter, axe in hand, came to Lu Ban’s doorway to display his
average talents. When others heard of this act, they all laughed at the carpenter.

(name of the famous carpenter, door, demonstrate, axe)

The idiom is used to describe a person who attempts to display their skills in front of the
master.
A) RBAMEERENXERST, |

i my article is.

I want to show him how well-written

WO xidng géi ta kankan wo xié de wénzhdng you dud hdo.

B) bR &R, %ﬁ%”ﬁ’ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬂll]% Don’ t forget that he is an expert, You’'d

3—:“' o ) better ot to show of{ in front of hnm

Ta sh| zhuanjla, zunhao ble zdi to midngidn Ban mén nong fu.

2T T I [eave Something Half-done

There once was a man named Yueyangtsi who lived during the Warring States Peri-

od (475—221 BC) who truly loved his wife.

One day, Yueyangtsi found a piece of gold on the ground and rushed home to give
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it to his dear wife. To his surprise, when he presented his wife with the gold, she
was not excited. “How could you possibly give me something that someone is prob-
ably crazily looking for?” Yueyangtsi was moved by his wife’s words and put the
gold back where he found it .

The next year, Yueyangtsi left home to study classics with a famous teacher. One
day while his wife was weaving a loom, Yueyangtsi entered the room. “Why are
you home now?” she asked. He told her that while he was studying, he suddenly
missed her so much that he decided to make the trip home.

“If something is done halfway, it might as well not have been started”, she started
to lecture. “Take for instance this loom, if I stop now, all the energy that I have
exerted and all the time I invested will have been for naught. The same holds true
for your studies. You have started, you need to finish.” Yueyangtsi was moved by
his wife’s words and at once returned to his studies.

(half, road, but, give-up)

The idiom is used to encourage a person to continue even the most daunting tasks.

\ . . When studying Chinese, one must not
PSS B . - B! > :
FIVRLI AR BT, : “Leave Something Unfinished”.

Xuéxi Hanyl juédui bd néng ban tu ér fei.

WHTCEE =8 M There [s No Silver Buried Here

Once upon a time there was a “clever” man named Zhang Sun who worked very
hard. After a while he accumulated 300 silver coins and was nervous that a burglar
would come to steal his {ortune.

He thought about putting the money in a drawer but later decided against that as a
burglar could easily find it. He also pondered hiding the loot in a locked chest but
then realized that a thief could easily come in, take the chest and the silver. At last,
Zhang Sun came up with the solution.

In the middle of the night, Zhang Sun quietly dug a hole in the ground and buried
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the silver. Although Zhang Sun
originally thought this plan was full
.proof, he later once again became un-
easy. “What if a person comes by and
sees that the ground has been moved?
They will suspect that something is
buried there and will dig it up. When
they do they will discover my silver!”

After thinking it over, Zhang Sun came
up with another idea. He took a large
piece of paper and wrote on it, “300 sil-
ver coins are not buried here”. He post-
ed the sign above the hole where the sil-
ver was buried and was finally at ease.

One of Zhang Sun’s neighbors, Wang Er, heard the digging and became suspi-
cious. The next day when he saw the note, he realized what Sun had done. During
the next night, Wang Er dug up the silver. Wang Er was very excited but was also
a little nervous. “What if someone discovers me?” he thought to himself. Suddenly,
he came up with a great plan. He wrote on a piece of paper “Neighbor Wang Er
never stole the silver” and placed it above the pit.

(this, place, no, silver, 300, a Chinese weight unit)

HHL TR = H M ¢l di wii yin sanbai liaing

The idiom is used to refer to someone who thinks they are clever by doing some-

thing to disguise an action, but in fact only makes themselves more obvious.

A) RBHIZIRE VKT, I didn’t eat your ice cream.

WO méiydu chi ni de bingailin.

EThere are not 300 liang of silver
B) WM =T W, RIFELEBA R buried here. I hadn’ t noticed that
EA AMZ T A vk, BUAE 58

BIR, ! your telling me this, I know it was

someone had eaten my ice cream. By

Ci di wi yin sanbdi lidng. W& yuanbén dou bu zhidao ydu rén chile wd de |

bingqilin, xianzai zhidado shi ni.
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BUTIRTYE Heard on the Streets, Told on the Streets

A long time ago there was a teacher named Ai Zi who was taking his students
into town for an excursion and on the way bumped into his old friend Mao Kong.

Ai Zi asked Mao Kong, “I haven’t been out in a while, anything interesting going
l?”
on’

MK: “You di;:ln’t hear? Someone’s duck laid 100 eggs at one time!”
AZ: “I don’t believe that. That’s scientifically impossible.”

MK: “Then it was two ducks.”

AZ: “Still, two ducks, 100 eggs. I still don’t buy it.”

MK: “Yeah, you’re right. It most likely was three ducks.”

Mao Kong saw that his friend was not buying into his tale and kept changing the
number of ducks to make the story more and more believable.

AZ: “Why do you change the number of ducks but not the number of eggs?”
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MK: “I prefer to change the number of ducks because I have already committed
to the number of eggs.”

MK: “I still have another piece of news for you. Last month a huge piece of
meat fell from the sky and almost killed three people. It had to be 100 feet long.”

AZ: “How could that be?”
MK: “Then it was about 20 feet long.”

AZ: “For argument’s sake, let’s concede that the piece of meat was 20 feet
long. It is still impossible that it fell from the sky. Did you see it with your own

eyes?”
MK: “No, I heard it from someone else.”

Ai Zi turned to his students and said, “Our lesson for today is that you can never
trust what is heard on the streets and told on the roads.”

(road, hear, road, say)

The idiom is used to describe a rumor; hearsay

M58 i PR3 LR e i i ' What he was talking about was only a

Ta shud de zhé jian shi zhi blguo shi ddo ting ti shud.

X 4 BE Playing a Zither to a Cow

A long time ago there was a famous composer and performer named Gongming Yi.
On nice days Gongming would take his zither outside and play in the countryside. One
day, Gongming went outside to play and happened to see an ox. Thinking that his har-
monious music would entertain the bull, Gongming decided to set up his zither and play.

As Gongming played what he thought to be a perfect song, the bull continued to eat
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his grass, unfazed by the music. Gongming thought, “Maybe this type of music
does not suit the bull’s taste.” So Gongming decided to play a little more upbeat
tune to brighten the bull’s day. Mustering all of his skill, Gongming started play-
ing his finest tune. To his dismay, however, the bull’s only movement was to swat
some flies away that were hovering over his head. Disheartened, Gongming picked
up his zither and headed home.

(towards, cow, play, zither)

X o B 52  dul nifi tan gn

The idiom is used to describe a person who has no knowledge of a subject or wastes one's
breath when trying to get your point across to an unreasonable person.

| He didn’t graduate middle school.
flo A AR B Ee b, BR fth R A X8 B 5 KT A Talking with him about the Theo-
PAEE, i ry of Relativity is like playing a
i zither to a cow. '

Ta chlizhong dou méi biye, gén td tan Xiangduilun jid xidng dui nid tan qin.
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FTHE T2 The Remedy Should Suit the Illness

During the Han Dynasty (202 BC—220 AD), there was a famous doctor named
Hua Tuo. One day two men named Li Yan and Ni Xun together visited Dr. Hua,
complaining of headaches and fever. After his examination, Dr. Hua prescribed
medication for the two men. Upon comparing the two prescriptions, the two men
realized that although their symptoms were very similar, their medicines were very
different. Puzzled, the two men asked Dr. Hua, “The two of us are suffering from
the same illnesses, why are our medications different?”

Dr. Hua replied, “ Treatment is prescribed according to the cause of the patient’s
symptoms. Your symptoms are similar, but their causes are different. Li Yan in-
ternally has nothing wrong but has contracted a cold from exposure to cold weath-
er. Ni Xun has nothing wrong externally but has caught his cold from drinking too
much. As the causes are different, of course the treatments will not be the same.”

After listening to the doctor, the two men were relieved and a few weeks later their
health returned.



Idioms 271

(towards, illness, prescribe, medicine)

The idiom is used to describe that although two problems on the surface might be identical, their caus-
es might be different and therefore different measures should be adopted to solve them.

oA X R IR L LR % The developments of China’s many re-
o 25 i g 7] 5 ’ gions are not the same, and so each

Zhonggud gé diqu fazhan gingkudng bl téng, sudyl yinggdi dui zhéng xid ydo
jiejué wenti.

i3 9E  Carry a Stick and Ask for Punishment

There once was a man named Lin Xiangru who was both intelligent and auda-
cious. Unfortunately his country, the State of Zhao, was very feeble and conse-
quently often bullied by the hegemonic State of Qin. One time, Lin Xiangru risked
his life in a battle of words against the King of Qin and emerged victorious, thus
saving his country. The King of Zhao was grateful of Lin Xiangru’s success and re-
warded him by granting him the highest ministerial position in the country.

The State of Zhao also had a very celebrated minister named General Lian Po who
had also risked his life in order to save his country. Lian Po was a very macho man
and once he heard that Lin Xiangru was elevated to the highest position in the land
over him, became enraged with jealousy and anger.

Lian Po ridiculed Lin Xiangru, saying that his only ability was his mouth, and
vowed to show who was the stronger of the two. Upon hearing this news, Lin Xi-
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angru decided to avoid Lian Po, realizing that no benefit could come out of two high
officials’ quarrelling. If a ministerial meeting was held, Lin Xiangru would call out
sick. After a while, Lin Xiangru’s intentions became known and the other minis-
ters started to think that he was a coward.

When asked the true reasons for his absence, Lin Xiangru said, “the King of Qin is
an evil despot and I was willing to face him. [ am not afraid of Lian Po, but I do
feel that if the news got back to the State of Qin that there are battles going on
within our state, they will feel that our state is susceptible to outside attacks. I am
willing to sacrifice my personal shame for the better of the state.”

When the other ministers heard this explanation, they all realized how patriotic Lin
Xiangru was and never doubted him again. Lian Po heard the news, he felt so em-
barrassed that he went to Lin’s residence, bent down on his knees with prickly
stick on his back and begged for forgiveness.

(carry, prickly stick, ask for, punlshment)

ik REE : fll ing qing zui

The idiom is used today for someone who acknowledges a wrongdoing and wishes to apolo-
gize for his/her mistakes.

Sorry, I forgot to go to your house

MAE, BERET EMRE, RARE |
IR SRR |
i row to ask for punishment.

........................................................................................... e e e et eiMeeaemaaiesaeaaacacitecececccacccecireenenenand]

‘Duibugi, wo zudtian wangle qu ni jid, wd mingtian qu ni jid fi jing ging zui.

i yesterday. 1 will come over tomor-

EHEIHE  Add Feet to a Snake

There once was a family who used wine when performing worshipping rituals.
One day when the service was completed, the family gave the remaining wine to
their servants. Unfortunately, there was only a little bit of wine so the servants
had to divvy it up.

One of the servants suggested that the servants have a snake-drawing contest. The
servant who could draw the quickest, best snake would be the winner. This sug-

gastion gave all men an equal chance and was accepted.

One servant drew a snake so fast that he started to mock the others. With one hand
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on the wine and the other holding his paintbrush he said, “Look at you. Can’t
even draw a snake! By the time you are done, my snake will have feet.” With that
the man started to draw legs on the snake. Unfortunately, the man did not notice
that one of the other servants was painting very fast and finished his snake before
him, and in the process won the wine.

In the end, the cocky man could only angrily stand back and watch the man drink
what should have been his wine.

(paint, snake, add, foot)

The idiom is used to describe someone who does something superfluously, and as a result ru-

ins their originally good piece of work.
R XEEH/BT. HHB%R Your thesis is well written. If you correct it a-
T, APRMRERERLET o ' gain, that will be “Adding Feet to a Snake.”

NI de wénzhang xié de hén hdo. Bié zdi xilgdi le, buran jiu shi hud shé tian zi le.

& FEHAN, MMZEH P Gold and Jade on the Outside, Withered Cotton

on the Inside

There once was a fruit peddler in Hangzhou who possessed great business acumen.
Although his prices were high, his fruits were looked fresher and as a result well re-
ceived.
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One day a man went to the market and saw the vendor’s ripe oranges and tanger-
ines. “I have never seen better-looking citrus fruits in my life”, he thought to him-
self. “ Although it is winter, these fruits seem to have just been picked off the tree.
I must have them.” The man bought several pounds, the equivalent of one month’
s salary. '

When the man returned home, he called his wife and children into the kitchen and
told them that he had a great surprise. However, to his dismay, upon cutting open
the fruits, he discovered the inside was as withered as cotton.

The outraged man returned to the market in search for the peddler. “ Your oranges
look delectable from the outside but are withered on the inside. Simply inedible! "he
said in an infuriated voice.

Upon hearing the man’s gripe, the peddler burst into laughter. “I have been selling
fruit around these parts since you were an infant. [ have never had a dissatisfied
customer. Moreover, I am not the only one in this world that cheats people. What
about the officials? They sit in their beautiful chairs and fancy clothing and dictate
how we live our lives. If you are going to complain about anything, you should

)

complain about them.’

With this, the man who bought the rotten oranges became speechless and walked
home.
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(gold, jade, its, outside, withered, cotton, its, inside)

............................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................

The idiom is used metaphorically to describe a person or thing that has a fine out-
er appearance but lacks real inner capabilities or strengths.

A) REEW/NZEN, AKEM, XF I really like Xiao Li. He is béth

REE, i handsome and mannerly.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Wd ting xithuan Xido Li de, ta rén zhdng de shudi, you ydu féngdu.

What you said is exactly wrong. His

. character is very poor, simply is a

B) IRATUEE T, b ASIERE, dif |

., i case of Gold and Jade on the Out-
B &R, WEH P, - , e om e TR
:iszde, Withered Cotton on the In-

Ni k& shud cud le. Ta rénpin gishi hen chd, chdncul shi “jin yu gi wai, bdi

xU gi zhong”.

5 2Z % The Goose That Starts at the Mere Twang of a Bow
String

In the State of Wei there lived a very famous archer named Geng Lei. His a-
bility was so well-known that even the king used him to shoot down geese.

One day Geng Lei was walking with the King’s entourage looking for game.

Geng: “Do you see that goose, Your Majesty? Without using a single arrow, I
can make this goose your next meal! ”

King: “That is impossible. Do you have such ability?"
Geng: “Please allow me the honor.”

Geng Lei took the bow and drew his arrow back. There was a loud “Bang! ™ sound
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I

and the goose beat its wings at an alarming rate, finally falling to the ground, dying
instantaneously .

King: “Wow! That is the most amazing thing that I have ever witnessed! How
did you do that?”

Geng: “I saw how weakly the goose was flying and realized that something was
wrong with it. When I heard its feeble call, I knew that it had been struck before
and had not totally healed. When I pulled back my bow, it became nervous as it did
the first time that it was attacked and instantly had a heart attack and died.”

[
| (startle, bow, bird)

..........................................................................................................................................................................

The idiom is used metaphorically to describe a person who, because of a past experience, is

hesitant to do the same thing again.

s LART %3 & AR E, ITE , His heart was broken once. Now, he has turned
BRTESZE, BHABERE l into a “Starts at the Mere Twang of a Bow -

i string”, not willing to get involved with another.

Ta yigian shduguo niirén de shanghdi, xianzdi chéngle jing gong zhi nido, Zzdi
y& bl gdn tan lian’di le.
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HHHE A  Fishing the Moon from the Bottom of a Well

There once was a genius named Huojia who went one night to fetch some water
from the well. To his surprise, when he looked into the well, he discovered that
the moon had somehow sunken to the bottom. The brave Huojia rushed home to
get a hook to fish the moon out.

After a while, Hugjia finally had a bite. He pulled with all his might causing the rope to
snap, and in the process of propelling Huojia fell to the ground on his back. While on his
back, he saw the fruits of his labor, the moon was returned to its rightful place in the
sky. From that point, Huojia told everyone about his “heroic” adventure.

(well, inside, scoop, moon)

The idiom is used today to describe a person who does something of no use or impractical.

{ It’ s impossible for you to borrow some

EibEEmERH T A,

Gudn ta jié gian jidnzhi shi jing zhong 1Go yué.

i money from him.
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2Pk A Castle in the Air

There once was a rich, stubborn man who visited a neighboring state to see
how others built houses. He looked at many structures until finally finding the one
that he set his eyes on, a three-storied piece of artwork. The man asked the owner
if the architect would build him a house exactly like this? The owner directed the
man to the architect and the two men talked about building the house in his home"
state.

“I am thrilled that you like the house and would be happy to build one for you, " the
architect said. The next day the architect rounded up a dozen workers and started
to work on the project.

The workers labored day and night excavating the ground, laying the foundation,
and assembling the building materials. Unfortunately, their speed was not fast
enough for the impatient man. “You have been here for many days now and there is
no progress, = he said furiously.

The architect listened and replied, “Sir, don’t you want a three-storied house?
This is not a project that can be completed overnight.”

Annoyed, the man replied, “Maybe there is a lack of understanding here. I don’t
want a three-storied house. I just want the top floor of a three-storied house.”
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The carpenter was at first taken aback by the man’s stupidity but then realized that
the man was dead serious. He patiently explained, “If you don’t build the first sto-

ry, you cannot build the second. If you don’t build the second, you cannot build
the third."”

The silly man repiled, “If you work for me, you work on my conditions and this is
how I want it to be done!”

“I am sorry, sir. Apparently I am not the right man for this job. You'll be better
off trying to find someone else.”

(sky, middle, castle)

The idiom is used to describe a ludicrous theory or an idea that might sound attractive on pa-
per but when put into practice does not achieve the desired result; no foundation.

You want to succeed without putting
IR, BRIIRT TR P, an effort forward. That is simply A
~ Castle in the Air.

............................................................................................................................................................................

NI guang shud bl zud, chénggong duiy( ni jit shi kdng zhong 16u gé.

W A Pass Oneself off as a Yu Player

During the Warring States Period
(475—221 BC), there was a state
called Qi, whose leader loved to lis-
ten to musical instruments. One day
the king decided to assemble an en-
semble of 300 players to play for him
everyday while he drank his tea.

Mr. Nanguo was a citizen of the
State of Qi but did not know the
slightest thing about musical instru-
ments. When he saw how well the

king’s ensemble was treated, he de-
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cided to become a member. After a few days of practicing the Yu, the king’s fa-
vorite wood instrument, Mr. Nanguo realized that there was no chance of him ever
being admitted based upon his playing ability. With no other options, Mr. Nanguo
decided to try and fake it. “I can puff my cheeks and act as if I am playing. I will
be amongst 300 of the State’s finest, 1’1l blend right in.”

Mr. Nanguo’s plan was right on the nose. For a few years he enjoyed the special
treatment of being a member of the king’s ensemble while not being discovered.

Unfortunately, the king passed away and his son ascended to the throne. The new
king kept the ensemble in tact, but decided that the band as a whole was too loud.
Everyday, he invited different members of the band to give him a solo perfor-
mance. Mr. Nanguo decided that the time had come for him to quietly exit stage.

(abuse, musical instrument, make up, numbers)

.........................................................................................................................................................................

The idiom is used to describe a person who passes himself / herself off as genuine, and gets
away with it because he / she is amongst a large group.

Peking University is China’s best univer-
it H &R RE, BHAF AN
Eji;i;t $}'ﬁ§ RF, BEA i sity, and yet there are still people there
o ° i who pass themselves off as a Yu players.
Béida shi Zhonggud zui hdo de daxué, dan yé ydu rén zai zhéli 1an yi chong
shu.

RABE  So Happy as to Forget Home

During the period of the Three Kingdoms (3 AD), the Shu Kingdom was con-
quered by the Wei Kingdom. To show the other Kingdoms their strength and con-
fidence, the Wei Kingdom leaders spared the life of the Shu Kingdom’s King, Liu
Chan. They did, however, force Liu Chan to relocate to Luoyang, the Wei King-
dom’s capital.

In Luoyang, Sima Zhao, a Wei Kingdom General invited Liu Chan and his old staff
to eat and listen to music from his former kingdom. The staff members were very
sad as these tunes reminded them of their homeland which was now in the hands of
the Wei Kingdom. Surprisingly, Liu Chan was not affected.



Idioms 281

Seeing that Liu Chan was not sad, Sima Zhao asked him whether he was home-
sick. Liu Chan replied, “I am very happy here and I do not miss my hometown at

all.”

(happy, not, miss, the state of Shu)

The idiom is used to describe people who leave their homeland but find that they do not miss

it at all.

Q) KRERHEG? Do you like China?

Ni xihuan Zhonggué ma?
A) FEEL, RESARET, China is great! I don’t miss home at all.

Zhonggud hén hdo, wo dou lé bu si Shi le.

2 FEF A Gentleman on the Beam

During the Eastern Han Dynasty (25—220 AD) there was an honest man named
Chen Shi who went to great lengths to properly raise his children. One year, a hor-
rible famine struck and robberies were rife. One evening, a burglar entered his
house and decided to quietly wait on a ceiling beam until he could make his move.
While waiting in the rafters, he was discovered by Chen Shi. Chen Shi decided to
use this unique occasion to teach his children a lesson.
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He called his children into the room where the thief was and began a serious lec-
ture. “To be a productive member of society, one must place strict demands on
himself so that he can develop and improve himself. One cannot become compla-
cent, not even for the shortest length of time, otherwise, it is easy to succumb to
evil. Evil persons are not inherently evil, but turn evil because of a lack of self-dis-
cipline and devoted studies. Those who commit crimes would not do so if they only
had demanded more of themselves. ”

Pointing at the rafters, Chen continued, “Look at the poor gentleman that is sit-
ting on the beam. He has turned to evil.”

The burglar intently listened to Chen Shi’ s remarks and felt ashamed. Slowly
climbing down from the rafters, the now trembling burglar started kowtowing at
Chen Shi’s feet. Chen Shi looked at the helpless burglar and said, “You do not
seem like a bad man, just a person who has ran into difficulty. You should take this
as a lesson and start over from here."”

After concluding his speech, Chen Shi gave the thief some cloth and sent him on his
way. Weeping, the thief thanked Chen Shi and promised to turn over a new leaf.

(bearn, on, gentleman) ‘

RERT Ilang shang junzl j
The idiom is usecl to descnbe a thlef or burglar ’
{UL—1A, Eifﬁﬁ_/\%i:ﬁac In only one month, already three thieves ;
SelE EmENIE R, : have honored our dorm with their presence. |

Jinjin yi ge yue, jiu ydu sdn ge liGng shang jiinzi xidnhou gudnggl women l
stshe. |
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£ 7% Phill Name Falling behind Sun Shan’s

In ancient times there was a scholar
named Sun Shan. One summer he
was riding to the provincial capital to
take part in the imperial examina-
tion, when his neighbor approached
him and asked if his son could ac-
company him as he was also taking
the test. Sun Shan agreed and the
two men headed for the capital.

The two men safely arrived in the
capital and a few days later took the test. When the results were posted, many
people crowded to see if their names were on the list, meaning that they had
passed. Sun Shan squeezed to the front and discovered that his name was last on
the list. He cried out, “I passed! I passed!”

He then decided to check if his neighbor’s name was on the list. To his dismay, it
was not. Sun Shan returned and comforted the young boy. That day Sun Shan set
out for home with the good news. When he returned, everyone in the village came
to congratulate him. Amongst the men was the father of the boy who inquired
about his son’s results. Sun Shan was a very respectful man and realized that if he
told the man in front of the others that his son had failed the exam, it would make
him feel uncomfortable.

Upon being pressed for answers, Sun Shan replied, “The last name on the list was
Sun Shan and the young man’s name came right after that.” The old neighbor was
a bit confused at first but then realized Sun Shan’s meaning and morosely returned

home.

(name, fall behind, Sun Shan)

22 ZNIN . ming Iud STn Shan

The idiom is used metaphorically to express bad results in an examination or fail-

ure to be admitted into a university, company, etc.
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Q) F LI KT HG? Did you test into Peking University?

Don’ t remind me. My name fell

right behind Sun Shan’s.

Bié ti le, ming lud Sun Shan.

FRAMR The Man from Qi Who Feared That the Sky Would Fall

-
{/Jk

/

PN

& S commm——— U
pA D
e =N
—
N

A long time ago there was a man from Qi who often pondered strange things. One
day he was sitting down and wondered what would happen if the sky fell down.
The more he thought about it, the more scared he became.

He thought about moving to another place but then realized that the sky covers the
entire world so avoiding it is impossible. He became so anxious that he could not
sleep or eat. His condition became so bad that he decided to tell others about his
theory.

Most people laughed and told him that he was crazy. There was one man who sym-
pathized for the man and sat him down. “You are worrying yourself for no rea-
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son, = he said in a caring voice. “How could the sky fall down? The sky is just a
huge mass of air. It is everywhere and you come in contact with it everyday, so
how could it possibly collapse?”

Obviously the neighbor’s explanation was not very scientific, but was enough to set
the man’s mind at ease and cure his anxiety.

(ancient Chinese place, person, worry, sky)

The idiom is used to depict a person who is worried about nothing.
This is not a big deal. Don’t be “The
XUBEEFELAKR, RAERLANRK, : Man from Qi Who Feared That the Sky
| Would Fall” .

Zhe jian shi weénti bl dd, ni blydo Qi rén you tian.

EHRY A Blessing in Disguise

There once was an old man living on the
frontier who raised horses. One day,
one of his horses escaped from his ranch,
A few of his neighbors came to comfort
) him. To their surprise, however, the
old man was not the least bit morcse.
“Although losing a horse is not a small

i thing, it also is not the end of the world
IR either and just maybe, is a good thing.”

In a few days, the horse found its
way home and brought with it a few
other horses that were even stronger
and faster than his original horse. This time, his neighbors came to congratulate
him. “This is not necessarily a good thing, and might even turn out to be a bad
thing, " the old man said.

After a few days, his words came true when his son fell off one of the new horses
and suffered a broken leg. Once again his neighbors came to comfort him. Always
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looking at the glass half-full the old man replied, “This accident might very well
bring my son happiness. "

Later a war broke out and all eligible men were called upon to participate. In the
war, the state was defeated badly and nine out of ten soldiers were killed, thus de-
stroying many families. The old man’s son, because his leg was broken, was not
able to participate in the war and his life was spared.

(frontier, old man, lose, horse)

EHRD sai weng shi ma i a blessing in disguise

The idiom is used to describe an event that initially is negative but later turns out to be positive.

INEY T EE, ARZERE T — Xiao Wang was fired but later found a better
MEFHTE, ERESFKD, job. It truly was “A Blessing in Disguise.”

Xido Wang béi chdole ybuyl, danshi zhihdou zhdo ddole yi fén géng hdo de gongzud. Zhén
shi sai wéng shi ma.

SFEEFFHR  Wait for a Rabbit underneath a Stump

In ancient times there was a farmer who worked in the fields. One day he

spotted a rabbit running around crazily and spun out of control and ran into a tree
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stump. The rabbit broke his neck and died instantaneously.

The farmer hurriedly ran over to see the dead rabbit. He thought to himself,
“Without breaking a sweat or even lifting a finger, I have a delectable, fat rabbit to
devour! "

When the farmer returned home, his wife saw the rabbit and was full of joy. “You
are such a good provider. I am so lucky!” She proceeded to ask, “Where did you
catch the rabbit?”

The farmer replied in a very self-satisfied voice, “I did not catch the rabbit, it was
sent to us. The wife prepared the rabbit and the couple ate a delicious meal. After
dinner the wife said, “If you can catch a rabbit everyday, I can always cook us

tasty meals. "

From then on, the farmer gave up the farming trade and sat by the same stump ev-
eryday and waited for more rabbits to collapse at his feet. To his dismay, there was

no second rabbit and the fields became full of weeds.

(stand by, stump, wait, rabbit)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

The idiom is used today to encourage people to aggressively go after the things that they

want and not just wait for things to happen or trust them to luck.

T AE /Y B % PR L R AR — When looking for a job, one should be aggres-
L, BIFRRTR R, : sive. Don’t “Wait for a Rabbit under a Stump”.

| Zhdo gongzud de shihou ni yinggdi jiji yidianr, bié shou zhu dai tu.

R M ZE A Mantis Trying to Stop a Chariot

During the Warring States Period, Qi Zhuanggong, the king of the State of Qi,
was riding in a chariot to go on an outing. As the chariot was moving he noticed a

mantis fighting furiously to stop the chariot.



288 Idioms

W King Qi was very curious by the
mantis and wondered what would
possess such a small creature into
thinking that it could actually stop a
chariot that outweighed it by
—— 100,000 times. He asked the driver
M to stop the vehicle and asked, “What
kind of bug is this?”

—_——
—

The driver replied, “It is a mantis, Your Majesty. It does not know its own limits
and the word ‘retreat’ is not in its vocabulary. ’

“It is a shame the mantis is nothing more than an insect, ” the king said. “It has
great courage and would make a great soldier. Let’s go around him to spare his

life. ”

(mantis, arm, block, vehicle)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

b B 24 4 . tang bi déing ché

The idiom is used to describe a person or thing that does not have a good estima-
tion of one’s own abilities and subsequently does something that has no chance of
accomplishing.

R E B AR T IR B Aéking me to defend Michael Jordan
e % 7 ’ isn’t like asking “A Mantis Trying to

Stop a Chariot”?

Rang wd fangsh6u Maike’ ér Qidoddn, na b shi tang bi dang ché ma?

SEBEA#  Return the Jade back to the State of Zhao

During the Warring States Period (475—221 BC) in the State of Zhao, a big piece
of jade was unearthed by a farmer when he was doing his routine fieldwork. The
farmer immediately turned over the precious stone to the Emperor. The Emperor of
Zhao asked some craftsmen to carve the raw stone into a circular treasure.
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After a short while, the Emperor of the Qin heard about the jade masterpiece and
wanted to see it for himself. He dispatched some of his men to relay this message to
the Emperor of Zhao. The Emperor of Zhao was very troubled. If he refused, the
much more powerful State of Qin might invade his State. On the other hand, if he
allowed the Emperor of Qin to have a look at the jade, he feared that he would nev-
er see it again. One of the Emperor’s cabinet members, Lin Xiangru, volunteered
to go to the State of Qin with a few porters on behalf of the Emperor of Zhao. His
mission was to allow the Emperor of Qin to look at the piece of jade and then re-
turn.

When the Emperor of Qin saw the piece of jade, he was in awe of its beauty. The
Emperor showed it to everyone that he came in contact with. Lin Xiangru decided
that he must take immediate action, otherwise, the Emperor of Qin would become
attached to the jade and he would never be able to part with it.

In order to get the jade back, Lin made up a story that there was a flaw in the
stone. The Emperor believed him and demanded that he point out the imperfec-
tion. When Lin got hold of the jade, he threatened to destroy the jade if the Em-
peror would not compensate the State of Zhao with land. The Emperor agreed, but
Lin did not believe him. Lin then pushed the Emperor further, making him list the
names of the towns, locations, etc. He suggested that both sides think it over for a
day or two.

Meanwhile, Lin had secretly placed the jade in one of his porter’s bags who es-
caped back to Zhao. The next day, when the Emperor of Qin demanded to see the
jade, Lin told him that the jade was on its way back to Zhao and that if he was seri-
ous about the swap, he would do it in a public forum. Of course the Emperor of
Qin did not make the deal and the jade was returned safely to the State of Zhao.
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(intact, a round piece of jade, return, the state of Zhao)

........................................................ T LT E T G ELT TR PR PP
' .
i .

SEEE AR | wén bi guT Zhdo

...........................................................................................................................................................................

The idiom is used when returning something safely to its owner.

R A A = I ) Thank you for letting me borrow your car. I am now
T HETEAM, | “Returning the Jade back to the State of Zhao'.

Xiexie ni rang wo jiéyong ni de che, xidnzdi wan bi gut Zhdo.

T-F¥ %%  Mend the Fence even after the Sheep are Gone

Once upon a time there was a shepherd who raised a lot of sheep. One night a
wolf broke a hole in the sheep’s pen and made off with a sheep. The next day
when the shepherd counted his herd, he discovered that one sheep was missing. He
then went to the pen where he discovered the hole made by the wolf. He did not
immediately fix the pen, thinking that it did not matter when he got around to do-
ing it.

Two nights later, the wolf returned and to his surprise, the hole had not been
mended. He once again did not leave empty-handed, this time taking two sheep.
The next day when the shepherd counted his sheep, he discovered that two more
sheep were unaccounted for. He went to the pen only to discover that the hole in
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the fence was bigger than before. But once again, the stubborn shepherd refused to
take immediate action. “This is just a great big coincidence,” he thought to him--

self.

The next night, the wolf returned. Realizing this golden opportunity would not last
forever, he decided to take three sheep. Just as before, when the shepherd counted
his sheep the next morning, he discovered that he was once again shy of sheep. As
the number of sheep slowly dwindled, the shepherd finally figured out that the hole
in the fence probably had something to do with the missing sheep.

The shepherd finally decided to mend the fence. When the wolf returned a few
nights later, the fence was fixed and he could no longer steal the sheep.

(lose, sheep, fix, enclosure)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

The idiom is used metaphorically to encourage a person who feels that they are too late or too

old to start something.

I regret not studying math

A) RUBTEBE FiF 5%, WERESE, i
i harder.

W9 yigidn méiyou hdohdo xué shuxué, xianzdi hén houhui.

i There is still time now. It is not too

B) MEXLXRB K, T"FHE, TR w
" . late to “Mend the Fence even after
° \ the Sheep Are Gone”.

Xianzai hdi 1&i de ji. Wang yang b 1o, wéi shi bl wan.

BMFE Contradict Oneself

There once was a merchant who sold spears and shields. His selling pitch was quite
interesting. “This spear is the sharpest in the world. There is none better. It can

pierce any shield, regardless of the strength.”

After realizing that no one was interested in his spear, he decided to push his
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i ]‘”"“h i ”l"’;‘

shield. “This shield is the best there is. There is no spear in the world that can
pierce it.”

The crowd listened to the man and started to laugh. Someone in the crowd asked,
“ Didn’t you just say that your spear is the sharpest in the world and that there is
no shield that it can’t penetrate?”

The merchant proudly replied, “Yes, that is correct.”
“And isn’t your shield so solid that even the sharpest of spears could not penetrate it?”
“Yes, that is correct.”

“Well, if that is the case, I just have one more question. If your shield is attacked
by your spear, what will happen?”

The merchant became confused and started to stutter. With no recourse, the man
picked up his spear and shield and returned home, losing face in the process.

(self, mutual, conflict)
BEHFE Zi xidng maodun

The idiom is used to describe something that is self-contradictory.

You once said that English was unin-
RART IS BB B 3h, BLZE L P IE | teresting, now you are saying that it is
TRAER, RXARBHTEG? | fascinating. Aren’t you contradicting

¢ yourself?

NI yigian shudguo Yingyl méijin, xidnzdi you shud Yingyl tébié yduql. Ni zhé
bl shi zi xiadng maodin ma?
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Slang, by definition, is very informal words sometimes containing vulgar or other-
wise socially unacceptable language. Mirroring the changes in the socio-economic
and political conditions of a society, slang allows outsiders to get a feel for the af-
fects of these changes on the Average Joe’s life. In a country that has experienced
enormous changes over the past twenty years, Chinese slang is as rich as any other
language in the world.

When there are 1.3 billion people living in one country, it is not possible to capture all of
the slang. Phrases that are said in some parts of China may have never been heard in
others. To ensure the highest rate of usage possible, we have conducted a familiari-
ty test. Only if a majority of persons questioned knew the word was it selected.

Over the past decade, there have been a select few foreigners who have become
household names because of their ability to speak slang. Learning how to properly
use the words in this section will put the reader on the track of those elite Chinese-
speaking foreigners.

ANFE+ | ba jio b 1f shi | pretty much; 80-90%

(heard you, will, g0, USA nght) I heard that you are going to the US,

'“A) ”frﬁﬁﬁ’ﬁi%%@ %“l‘.‘." isn’ t that right?

Tingshud ni ydo gt Meéigud, shi ba?

(80-90% ; if, no, the unexpected, I, next,
MW month, stress. leave) . Pretty much. As long as there are no

-+ unforeseen changes, [ will leave next

B)¢ﬁg§£? W%&ﬁﬁﬂiﬁﬂmmh

Ba jil bl If shi ba. Rigud méiydu yiwai, wd xid ge yué jid z0u.

(English)

FERE bOIbOI to break up with (boy/girlfriend)

(1, last, week, with, my, girlfriend, break
up)

REARRLCMRERT.

W& shang zhdu gén wd niipéngyou baibdi le.

i I broke up with my girlfriend last
week.
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Bt | baipii | to show off

(this, fellow, always, love, at, friends,
front, show off) i This guy loves showing off in front of

hlS friends.

Zhé xitozi zong di zai péngyou midngidn bdipd.

(half, 1/ 2kg, eight, 1/ 32 kg)

£ A ban {in ba lidng six of one and half a dozen of
g . the other; the same

(his, study, grade, very, poor)

Ta de xuéxi chéngji hén cha.

(Vou’ don b gay hlm’ you, are, the \qme) i Don’t talk about him. You two are

B) GMEAL, TR AR, gpreny much the same.

NI bié shud td, nimen shi ban jin ba lidng.

(date, wealthy man)

R bdng dakudn to date a wealthy man

(more and more, girl, like, date a wealthy ) .
! More and more girls like to date

man) :
i wealthy men.

BB KT AS,

Yué 14 yué dud de niihai xihuan bang dakudn.

A1 8 L baoyuanr to finish the remaining portion

(you, not, eat, QW; that’s great, I, [inish :

the remammg pomon) i What, you guys are done eating?
 Great, [’ll take care of the rest!

1/MH4~ 7 L7 AR 4F, ?ﬁ@,@ULT‘

Nimen bl chi ma? N& hdo, wé baoyuéanr le!
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)L+ A béir + xingrongci very + adjective

(your, Chinese, speak, very, great) :
.................................................................. .......: Your Chinese is really great!

e PGB RS ILEE

NI de Hanyl jidng de béir bang!

A + i béng + dongci there is no need, do not
{1 assure, nothing, 0 0L MO I am sure that there will not be a
BEEREIL BFEA, { problem. Don’t worry.

..........................................................................................................................................................................

W0 kénding méishir, béng zhdoji.

(we, are, good, friend, there is no need, to be polite)

RIMNMRTHER, FEXK. need to be so polite.

............................................................................................... doieeeeimeicateeesaseecctesesecsasasetecatssnsanmsrtanrnaeamanaeaannnn ]

Women shi hdo péngyou, béng kéqi.

We are good friends. There is no

75 is one of the most interesting Chinese characters. It is comprised of a & bU,
meaning no, and F yOng meaning need.

(knit, story)

HiH bian gushi to make up a story

(you, don't, trick, me, don’t, make up astory) ¢ trick me. Don’t make up a

GEILE AT & story.

Uhh, don’ t bring that
i up (it’s really terrible)

Jintidn kaoshi z&énmeyang?
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(don’ t bring that up, definitely, not, able,
pass) i Oh, don’t say that again. I definite-

‘, ly did not pass.

. fﬂ*ﬁ%?‘ ﬁ'igx%&%o e |

Bié ti le, kénding bu néng jigé.

(no, see, no, disperse)

SILARE bd jian bl san Be there, or be square.

Not leave without seeing each other, it is definite that we meet, if one of us is late for any
given reason, the other person will not leave.

(we, 3 o’clock, at, the Imperial Palace, :

meet, definitely see you there) i Let’ s meet at 3 at the Imperial
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Palace [’ll definitely see you there.

Women san didn zdi Gugong jianmidan, b jian bd san.

(not, see, coffin, not, fall, tear)

bu jian guancai bl dido ; refuse to be convinced until
L 1ei faced with grim reality

WM AER

(I, think, you, are, reluse to be convmcecl

until faced with grim reality, must, give, you, ' You refuse to be convinced until
some, color, see, you. will, recognize, fault) ! ' faced with grim reality. 1’1l have to
. give you a lesson to let you realize

KEHRRARLEHS AR, EBLERS your fault.
LB EERASING, ‘

WO kan ni shi b jian gudncai bl dido 1ei, fei déi géi ni didnr yanse kankan ni
cdi hui rencud.

N ba i { awesome, fat, not bad

(you, buy, new, car, truly, fat, defi-é

mtely, spend pT not, small money) i Your new car is beautiful. I’ m sure
: % it wasn’ t cheap.

W R, AT RO, |

Ni mdi de xin ché zhén bl Idi, kénding hudle bu shdo gian.
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(not, like, words)

i bl xidnghud i unreasonable

too, unreasonable) i
==+ You are really being unreasonable.

..........................................................................................................................

NT zhéyang zud tai ba xianghud Ie

(wipe, butt)

N to finish things started by
RN ca pigu i others, always undesirable

(he, every, time, open, party, all, leave, ‘
one, pile, trash, I, always, have to, for, : Every time he throws a party, I get
him, do, this, kind, left behind, work) . stuck cleaning up the mess like the

...,......“................-.».-......A......-.........------—-..-.-.-...-....--.....»--...; mother \Vllo Wipes the ass Of her

ﬁhﬁy{ﬁ Party ﬁ‘%?_‘iﬁt’iiﬁ, ﬁaé\ child.
B b T ax Fh s e B 76 )L :

Ta méi ¢l kai Party dou liGixia yi duT 1aji, wd zdng déi géi td gan zhé zhdng ca
pigu de hubr.

i | ceng scrounge, freeload

(he, always, go to, other, people’s, house,
in, freeload food, freeload drinks, very, | He always goes to other peoples’
annoy, people) | houses to scrounge meals. It really

...........................................................................................

Mg IR S B o, AL AR, | OO People after a while.

Ta jingchang dao biéren jia li céng chi céng h&, hén

(insert, mouth)

il chazuf to butt in

(adults, speak, when, small, kids, not, '

should, butt in) When adults are speaking, children
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- é Should be Seen and not heard.

Darén shudhua de shihou, xidohdir blydo chazul,
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(fry, squid)

KO chdo yéuyl to fire a person from work

(he, again, no, good, work, I, then, fu'e

i . If he continues to not work well, I

will fire him!

o R T AR B 00

Ta zai bl hdohGo gongzud, wd jill chdo ta youyu

(pull, equal)

{ - chéping to be even

(I, owe, you, one, MW, meal, this, MW, '
I pay, we, two, then, even) i ] owe you a meal. This time I’'ll pay

1 50 we are even.

P ——————

W qidn ni yi din fan, zhé din wo tdo qic'ln. zanmen jit chéping le.

% | chéng | OK, alright
(when, come, all, OK) :
............................................................................................ You can come over Whenever
SR BB AR o
Shénme shihou |ai dou chéng.
(eat, full, PT. to the pomt of bursting) J
W T B Y ChT bdole chang de do s.omethmg really stupid,
; i foolish

(you, are, not, are, done something foolish,
always, kick, that, MW, cat, doing, what) | HdVe you done something stupid?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Why do you always kick the cat?
1’ AR TR, SRS 4

Ni shi bu shi chT bdole chéng de, zdng ti na zht mdo gan shénme?

This slang is not'considered a curse word but is one of the strongest words in the Chinese
language. If said in a serious manner, could very well lead to fist-a-cuffs. It can be said as a

joke with close friends.
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(eat, wrong, medicine)

BEHHT | chT cud ydo le

This slang is a very negative word. Take the wrong medicine; crazy.

i Did you eat the wrong medicine?

(you, are, not, are, eat, wrong, medicine,
release, h, big, temper, for what i
8¢, Such, big, temp ) .. Why the hell are you so upset over

; nothing?

N7 shi bu shi chi cud ydo le, fa zhéme da hud ganma?

(eat, soft, food)

W2 8RR | ohT rudnfan

This slang describes a man who relies on his spouse or girlfriend for food and

money.
(he, very, no, prospects, depend, eat, soft, :

food, live, life) : He is good for nothing, only depends
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ; On his Wife.

HREHBR, ¥ N :

Ta hén méi chuxi, kdao chi rudnfan gudhud.

17283 chixidang to get very popular
(these, few, years, software, engineer, more : Over the past few years, software
and more, popular) i . .

et e ettt} EDIEINICETS aTe getting more and more
BV TRITR K% . . popular

Zhé ji nian rudnjian gongchéngshi yue lai yué chixiang.

R chou very smelly; poor

(today, Laker, team, play, very, poor)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Jintian Harén Dui da de hén chou.
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(foul smelling, be pleased with oneself)

RE chouméi to show off shamelessly (usually used as a joke)
(I, am, not, am, very, beautiful) .

e ae et iateeeieedcaieasaeeeeieensasanasanaen _.__% Aren’ t I beautiful?

A) REFR BB

W3 shi bu shi hén piaoliang?

(ShOWOff—ShameleSSIY) ________________________________________________________ : You are bragging ShMelessly'
B) &% Stop with that.
Chouméi.

Conversation is among girls. Girl A is looking in the mirror talking to Girl B.

This slang can be used in response to a person who has made a self-compliment .

(to leave, grid)

H 4% chugé exceed what is proper, overstep the bounds, inappropriate

(he, in front of, girl students, face, tell, dirty | His saying a dirty joke in front of

joke, have, little, overstep, the bounds) his female classmates was a little

............................................................................................................................................................................

T& dangzhe niishéng de mian jidng hudngse xidohua, ydudidnr chigé.

gL chuan ménr drop in, to pay a friend a visit

(you, have, time, when, come, drop in. , MW) |
et When you have time, stop in.

Ni you kongr de shihou, |ai chuan ge ménr ba.
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) cijt stimulate, to make f{eel uncomfortable

(my, new, computer, use, very, awesome) My new computer works really

Wb de xin dianndo yong gilai hén shucmg'

(don’t, make feel uncomfortable, me, I, still,

no, computer) . Stop making me {eel uncomfortable.

............................................................................................

. [ don’t have a computer yet.

Bié cijTt wo, wo hai méi dianndo ne.

(bungee jumping, very, stimulating) |
____________________________________________________________________________________ : ey

P AR AR 3 3! Bungee jumping is very stimulating
Bengji hén ciji!

(put together, suitable)

! % couhe : SO-S0, makf; do Wi.t-h“ ........................
(you, recently, at, work unit, muddle along, how) B
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" How has work been lately?

NT zuijin zdi danwei han de zénmeydng?

(ah, so-so)
............ e Ah, so-so
B) w&; I%D

.....................................................................................................................................

Hdi, couhe ba.

(your, that, MW, old, refrigerator, still, able, use) Your old refrigerator still can be

X) A8/ B 5F i K A6 BE R 7  used?

...........................................................................................................................................................................

NI n& ge IGodidoyd de bingxidng héi néng yong?

(no, money, buy, new one, make do with, use) I don’ t really have the money to

Y) B TH, EAEmHM, : buy a new one so it will have to do.

............................................................................................................................................................................

Méi gian mai xin de, couhezhe yong bei.
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(vinager, jar)

_ ' person easily jealous when his/h
[t : cltanzi P o _ is/her
i . girl/boyfriend talks with another

(my, girlfriend, is, MW, jealous, once,
, me, with, other, girls, together, right E
e me girls, together, rig Mv girlfriend is very easy to get jeal- !

away, unhappy)
. . The moment she sees me talking

&#Hﬂﬁ%j\ Eitj;z;‘?r. g ?kﬁﬁﬁ: E w1th other girls she is unhappy.
fib 2 A — BRI, |

Wo nlipéngyou shi ge citanzi, yi kanjian wd gén gita nlihai zai yiqi jid jué zul.

1 cur to rush

(wait, a moment, don’t, rush. me)
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Wait a minute. Don’t rush me!
F—2JL, AlER,

Déng yihuir, bié cul wo.

FTHY L da dT ' to take a cab

ou. take a cab, come over, I, for, you, reimburse) | . .
(x T you : Take a cab over. I will reim-

HRITH R, AR, burse you.

Ni da di guolai, wo géi ni baoxido.

KK B 5] dadaliélie careless

he, always, careless, often, lose, things) i . .
(he, 7 ’ ’ ’ & i He is always careless, loses things

fihia B R A BB, 5 EATG, left and right.

Ta zéngshi dadaliélie, jingchdng dit dongxi.
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(big, wrist)

K dawan celebrity, big shot

Liu Huan is a Chinese music indus-

...........................................................................................

Lil Hu@n shi Zhonggud gétan de dawan.

FTHE dazha enough already

{enough already, I, don’t have, time, any-
i Enough already. I don’t have time

more, with, you, mess around)

to mess around with you.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

DAazhi,, wd méiydu shijidn z&i gén ni mbceng le.

(player, confused, on-looker, clear)

NI shud ta xihuan wo. WO wei shenme kan bu childi?

(player, confused. onlooker, clear) . The spectators see the game better
B) YREE, =W Emw than the playess.

Dang j0 zhé mi, pang guan zhé ging bei.

=N | dangel | taste, grade |

Ta chudn yifu / shudhud méiydu dangc.
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5% | ddoméi | unlucky

(I, very, unlucky, drink, cold, water, even, i I am so unlucky that I can’t even
choke, teeth) drmk a glass of cold water without
KRBT, "HEKEHRES, spxlhng it all over myself.

W& hén ddoméi, hé ling shui dou sai ya.

(turn, one's, appetite)

Ni de hua tai éxin le., ddo wo de weéikdu.

(suspend, appetite)

mBE o dIClO we|kou ; | to tantalize

()OU know, I. today, bump into, PT, who) | You Il never guess who I ran into

B) FERREM, M!

Blydo dido wd de weikdu, kudi shud!

Ti= L dingshir of use, serve the purpose
(you, breakfast, eat, PT, what) :
“ What did you have for breakfast?
A) RBRZET 4 :

NI zdofdn chile shénme?
{one, MW, chicken, egg)
............................................................................................ One egg

Y ge Jidan.

(that, at all, not, of use)

Na génbén bu dTngshir.
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(stand up to. mouth)

T dingzuf to talk back
(this, MW, Iid, love, with, his, parent, talk back) - This kid loves to talk back to his
XA /INZ L% R AC BT M parents.

Zhé ge xidohdir ai gén ta fama dingzul.

(lose, face)

ZinIL didfenr embarrassing

bike, |
i How embarrassing! At this age

(truly, embarrassing, grow, that, old, e

not, able, ride)

1 you can’t ride a bike.

Zhen ditfenr, zhdng zheme da lian zixingché dou bd hui gi.

12 : dou i comical, amusing, tease
(this, MW, foreigner, pretty, comical) :
: : i This [oreigner is really funny.

Zhe ge IGowai ting dou de.

(don’t, be comical) : You cannot be serious! That is pre-
HET! \ posterous!

Bié dou le!

(tease, you, play)

ﬁﬁif}fﬂ,o That is playing around with you.

Dou ni wanr. -
(do a disservice to, audience)

AR A duibuqi guanzhong heinously ugly |
(she, look, let somebody down, audience)
.......................................................................................... She is heinously ugly.

Ta zhding de duibugl gudnzhong.
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It means to extort under false pretences; claiming to be hurt in order to collect

damages.

(you. look, my, new, bike, by, you, hit, . .
i Look, you hit my bike and de-
broken, compensare) :

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" “ stroyed it. Pay up!

NI kan, wod de xin ché béi ni zhudng huadi le, péi ba.

your, bike, nothing wrong, don't, cheat, : . . .
G 8 & - There is nothing wrong with your

) e ' bike. Don't try and extort me under
{/J\B(Ji &%JL; gljif‘t?ﬁo ' false pretenses_
Ni de ché méishir, bié é wo.

(two, hundred, five / 13, pomt)

“AR/ =S © i érbdaiwl / shisandidn i idiot, moron T

(he. iS‘ MWr, Ilet, dOl’].t, With, him. Stoop to hl& level) ; He iS an 1dlot' Don, t Stoop

| Ta shi ge érbdiwl / shisandian, bié gén ta yxbon jianshi.

(second, breast)

— :érndi . mistress; widely used in southern China

(now, have, very, many, Hong Kong. ty- i There are a lot of Hong Kong ty-
coons, go to, mainland, keep, mistresses) : coons that keep mistresses in the

B, HIR2FERNKEKRME Y. %mainland.

Xianzdi, you hén dud Xidnggang dakudn dao dalu bao erndi.

EBAE fan bu zhdo not worthwhile |

(for, such, small. matter, with, her, flight, It is not worthwhile for you to get in

not worthwhile) a battle of words with her over such

KT X2 8 )L E LR ¥, JUARE . | a small thing.

Weile zhéme didnr xiGoshir gen ta douzui, fan bu zhao.
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(convenient)

HE fangbian to relieve oneself

(excuse me, wash, hand, room, at, where; I, |

l . ?
want, relieve myself a little) Excuse me, where is the bathroom?

R, EREWIL REHE—TF.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

I need to take a leak.

Qingwen, xishdujian zai nar? W xidng fangbian yixia.

(set free, dove)

TS F fang gezi to stand somebody up
(tomorrow, 3 o clock,  meet; d;m‘ t. stand me : We’ 1l meetl tomorrow at three.
S ———— : Don’t stand me up. (usually said as
AR=G0HE, AEBEAGST a joke)
Mintian san didn jianmian. Buydo fang wo de gézi.
(he, yesterday, stand me up) ‘
1’[@%3&7&7&59%?‘0 ““““““““““““““““““““““ He stood me up yesterday.
Ta zudtian fangle ws de gs2. |
(release, you, one, horse)
Tﬁ(ﬁﬁ—‘gﬂ _________________________ fang ni yi mé& ['1l let you go this time
(next, not, asprecedence)
TR H Xid bu wéi i don’t let it happen again -

(teacher, 1, today, forget, bring, homework; to- !
morrow, hand in, OK, QW)

&) I, RAKEAHLT . HRA TR

Ldoshi, wo jintidn wang dai zuoye Ie, mingtian jiao kéyi ma?

...........................................................................................................................................................................

(OK, today I' 1] let you gos don’t do it agam) i "1l let you slide this time, but do

Teacher, [ forgot to bring my

homework Is tomorrow OK?

B) !Z}HE, SREBTE—S, FTAIE. not let it happen again.

HG&o ba, jintian wo fang ni yi ma. Xia bu wéi Ii.
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(cost, blood)

g diil | féixié i cost an arm and a leg; exorbitant

(why, buy, such, good, car; 00, exorbitant) Why did you buy such a nice

FH 43X ARFY 2R jﬁﬁ'lﬂl . car? Way too expensive.

.................................................................................................... N N ENNNR RN,

Wei shénme mdi zhéme hdo de cha? Tai. féixié le .

K | fengguadng  on a roll
(he, this year, make a fortune, very, on a roll) He made a fortune this year and
A EM T, 1B KOG, is really on a roll now.

............................................................................................................................................................................

Ta jinniéan facai le, feichdng fénggudng.

=g gdimdo superb, excellent
(his, English, superb) 5
P . His English is excellent.
A RIEZ TIET ‘
Ta de Yingyl gdile mao le.
({force, duck, on. perch)

ask someone to do something
i o i gan yazi shang jia | ,

; i that they obviously can not do

(for, us, sing, MW, song)

Gé&i wdmen chdng ge gé ba!

(you, this, not, forcing a duck onto a perch, QW) Isn’t this asking a duck to hop on

Nimen zhé b( shi gan yazi shang jid ma?
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(make, certain)

RE -gtoding get something done, ace -
(I, will, 10, this, time, test, for, ace) '
................................................................................................... .«E I am going to ace this test.

WO yao ba zhé ci kdoshi géi gdoding.

(your, airpla_ﬂ_ff_ Tleetgetsomethmg done,_ QW) ____________ Did you book your plane ticket
KA RILERE T 5?7 yet?

NI de feijipido gdoding le ma?

(make, devil / cat, tricks)

e/ LK gGo gui / maorni play tricks, up to no good

(you, two, now, make, what, devil / cat tricks) :
S et What are you two up to?

M SR 2% / J LR

NT lid zai g&o shénme gui / maorni?

(make, laugh)

"% gdoxido funny

(this, MW, comedy, unusually, funny, very, i )
i This comedy is really funny,

worth, one, look)

REERAEE K, RE/—F.

..................................................................................................... PR

Zhé bil Xiji faichang gtioxido, hén zhide yi kan.

definitely worth seeing.

(older brother)

1L gémenr

It was originally only used to describe a very close friend.

(he"s’my ’20 year, close [riend) He has been my close friend for
i 3 — +FAaHT L, twenty years.

Ta shi wo érshi nian de gémenr.
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Spame. this, i, my, close friend, name) .. Wang Gang, this is my close
E[, ERROTIILES, friend Li Ming.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

As time evolved, gémenr became a greeting used with both intimate and average
friends alike. In the above example, Li Ming is merely an acquaintance to the
person speaking but is still introduced as a “close friend”. This usage of gémenr
is used to make the person being introduced, in this case Li Ming, have a posi-

tive feeling.

{(hello, buddy, go, Tian’anmen Square, how, go) Hey, buddy, how do you get to

. HHIL, EREITE AT . Tian" anmen?

............................................................................................................................................................................

Today, the word gémenr is used as a very common greeting between similar-aged

males meeting for the first time.

MR JL génr | interesting

(you speak words, very, mterestmg)

s R LI .

..........................................................................................................................................................................

% Your words are really interesting!

Ni shudhud ting génr de.

(enough, friend)

BINK gou péngyou a true friend

(I, have, problem, moment, you, help, PT, When [ had a problem, you were

me; you, truly, enough, {riend) ! there for me. You are really a good

AT E AR, RN T Ik, IREBNEK. friend.

..........................................................................................................................................................

W3 you kunnan shi, ni bangzhile wd. Ni zhén gou péngyou.
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741ty gougiding probably not

(daddy, we, today, can, go, swimming, QW)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Baba, wdmen jintidn kéyi qu ybuydng ma?

(afraid, probably not, daddy's, work, still,

not, done; tomorrow) i [’m afraid probably not. Daddy still

S e has work to do. How about tomor-
B) B, EEM TIERMET. |,

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Kdngpa gougiang, baba de gongzud hdi méi zud wan ne. Mingtian ba.

(appraise, estimate)

(3%n fgji ! to estimate, to have a hunch
(I, estimate, he, 20, .years)

W0 giiji ta ershi sul.

(I, today, have, thing, look for, you; you,
estimate, what time, able, get off work) I have something that I need to talk

........................................................................................... with you about. What time do you

A) KERAERE, R IJLB6E |

i think you will get off work?
THIL?

— v

W4 jintian you shi zhdo ni. Ni giji ji diinzhdng néng xidbanr?

(probably, 8, o’clock)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Dagai ba dian ba.
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, BEE gu, yaobado bulging, wallet
(heard, you, recently, eam, PT, one, big, amount, "Km@y>§ I heard you made a lot of
A) VBRRIES T—KER, | money lately.
Tingshud ni zuijin zhéngle yi da b|q|an -----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Goun, wallt, compare mine, bulging) | Your wallet is fatter. than
1/1\3/3@@ tt?ﬂ'ﬂ’]ﬁo ! mine

Ni de yaobao bi wd de gu.

(concern, you, what, thing)

Kpptt 28 | guan ni shénme shi

(you, last night, why, not, retum, dorm, sleep) | Why didn’ t you sleep in the dorm

A) VRHERE 6 4 B [F 15 & 3 last night?

NI zudbwdan zénme méiydu hui stshe shuijido?

i it’s none of your business (rude)

(it’s none of your business) ;
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" . It’s none of your business!
B) XRfH4EH, i
Guadn ni shénme shi.
ﬁ L . beat around the bush, talk
P45 LA - gudi wanr md jiGo P
i i in a round about way

(1, heard, you, bought, PT, I, favorite, that, i .
_ ) i I heard you bought my favorite can-
kind, candy; I, have, a period, not, eaten; I, go, i ) )

o i dy. Come to think of it, I have not
PT, very, many, places, buy, but, can’t find) ;
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" i eaten it for quite some time now. I

A) RUFRIRTE TR BERIEAOIF, ‘
?ﬁ’ﬁ—K’HLiﬁﬂ’zTo ®ETRLH went to a bunch of stores to buy it,

§ but no one had it. ..

Wo tmgshuo ni maile wo zui xthuan chi de na zhdng tdng. WO ydu yizhénr
méi chi le. WO qule hén dud difang mcu, dan mai bu zhGo---

(don’t, with, me, beat around the bush, directly, §

Stop beating around the bush. If
say, you, want, eat)

you want a piece, just say so.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Bié gén wo gudi wanr mo jido, Zhl]le shud ni xidng chi ba.
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L ( gutju : behave oneself

(at, here, must, behave yourself, a little, other- You should behave yourself

wise, jailer, will, teach you a lesson) here, otherwise the jailer will

FEis LB AL, BMEFL iR, | teach you alesson.

Z4i zher déi guiju didanr, fduzé kanshou hui rang ni hdogido.

(devil, only, knows)

RA FE | gui cdi zhiddo ; Only god knows!

(already, 12 o’clock, he, still, not, return; run to,

where, go) It s already 12 and he still has not

A) BZ12 57T, B ®E¥R, X2W | returned. Where the hell did he go?

Yijing shi’ér dian le, ta hai méi huflai. Pdo ddo ndr qu le?

(devil, only, knows)
........................................................................................... :: Only god kHOWS!

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Gui cdi zhidao.

(hurt, group, structural partlcle, horse)

- e ' the black sheep of f peo-
ERZL L hai qun zh ma ;e ?C sheep ol a group ol peo
| i ple, give a group a bad name

(cheat, foreigner, Chinese, are, Chinese, | i Those Chinese who cheat foreigners

black sheep) :; are the black sheep of the Chinese.

............................................................................................

WEIFEARPEANERZD, (Most Chinese are very nice. )

Pian IGowdi de Zhonggudrén shi Zhéngguérén de hai qin zht ma.
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(benefit, fee)

AR . hdochufei ' pickings

To give hdochuféi is a way of thanking someone for helping you obtain an oppor-

tunity. Can be used with getting a person a good job, introducing someone, etc.

(if, you, help, me, find, job, I, can, give, |

you, money) If you help me find a job, I will give

! you some money.

IR R AR LA, BATCLAIREFAL TR, |

RGgud ni bang wd zhdo ddo gongzud, wo kéyi géi ni hdochuféi.

(fond of, feminine charms)

Ta zhé ge rén zhén hdose.

([not], work well)

The scope of the usage of this slang is very wide, ranging from a person’s brain

to any material thing.

(this, software, doesn’t work well) :
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" i This software doesn’t work well.

Zhé rudnjian bu hdoshi.

(drink, west, north, wind)

5 LS that forced
LRI i hé )(Tbéiféng 5 SO P0.0r a. you are force
; i to drink wind

(you, must, work hard, otherwise, only, !

) i You must work hard, otherwise you
able, drink, west, north, wind) : ’ M

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- will be broken.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

NI déi hdohdo gongzud, buran zhi néng hé xibéifeng.
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(black)

2 hei to be cheated

(I, by, small, peddlar, cheat) '

o e ot cheated by a peddlar.
#@PohwmBRT, T
W0 bei xidoshangfan héi le.

(black, car)

B | haiché | illegal taxi

(we, take, MW, an illegal taxi)
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" | Let’s take an illegal taxi.

AT A B, '

Zanmen dd ge héiché ba.

&+ &N hong wdmen throwing us out, rushing us

i
(11 o’ clock, close, classroom, have, The classroom closes at 11, and peo-

people, come, throw us out) i ple will come quickly to throw us

out. (10:50)

ShiyT di@n guan jidoshi, yOu rén |4 hong women

(red, envelope)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

gred envelope used when

giving gifts or bribes

lope) Doctors are not permitted to accept

........................................................................................... “red envelopes” .

Xianzai yishéng buxl shou héngbdo.
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(red, eye, illness)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

IR % héngydnbing jealousy

: 7
(looking, other, people, take, money, com- |

pare, him, more, he, then, suffer from, jeal- | If others get paid more than him, he

i is very jealous.

Kdanzhe biéren nd de qian bi ta dud, td jiu hai hdngydnbing.

ého, a seductive-appearin
WA ' hilifing | ppearing

! woman

(she, truly, is, MW, seductive—appearing?

woman, you’d better not, know, her) She really is a ho. You’re better off

e eeeneceend. IOT @€tEiNg involved with her.

Ta zhéen shi ge halijing, zuih&o blydo rénshi ta.

i+ hudhua chdngzi womanizer, player

(he, is, MW, player, girlfriend, change, tru-

ly, frequent) He is a big player, swaps girlfriends

very frequently.

Ta shi ge huahua changzi, nlipéngyou hudan de zhén gin.

(paint, map)

It literally means to draw a map, and in itself is not very comical. The meaning

here is to wet your bed.
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(you, little, when, piss, PT, your bed, QW) Did you wet your bed when you

ik A 3 P 1 7 . were young?

.......................................................................................... PR

Ni xido de shihou huaguo ditd ma?

i knows exactly what to say
SREIL | hullaishir | at the most appropriate
5 | time

(Lanna, because, know what to say, very, { Lanna very quickly became manager

fast, become, PT, manager) { because she knows what to say at

..........................................................................................................................................................................

Lannda yinwéi hui Idishir, hén kudi dang shangle jingli.

(stupid, egg)

RE handan \ bastard, bad apple

(you, this, MW, bastard)
T . You are a bad apple.

RXARE j

NI zhé ge hindan.

(fire)

X hud hot, popular, prosperous
(English, in, China, very, popular)
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" i Pizza Hut is really popular in China.
BREETERER A, ;

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Bishengkeé zai Zhonggud hén hud.

(muddle along, days)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

BHT han rizi muddle along
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(recently, live, how about)

------------------------- ;--..---------.--.-..-....-.................................,.....é HOW has 1ife been recently?
A) BB 8 4R ;
Zuijin gud de zénmeyang?
(I currendy, muddle along, days) - Life really sucks! (Can be used as a
B) ®fEIRH T, joke or exaggeration)
W0 zdi han rizi.
(chicken, feather, garlic, skin)
PO OF | T mdo suan pi | trifles, trivialities

(this, kind, trifle, insignificant matter, even, |

d’ I, h ’ W E . .
nee show up, QW) i Do I have to involve myself in such

iXWXQ%E%BZB‘J'J\$JLE)ﬁ?§%?ﬁHjQJ kind of trivialities?
g

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Zhé zhdng jT mdo sudn pi de xiGoshir hdi yong de zhdo wd chimd ma?

(mix, plug into)

P o | wait for a long time (exag-
e R i déng bantian ; ]

; { geration)
(I, wait, PT, long time, please, don’t, butt | I’ ve waited for a long time. Please
in line) : ' do not butt in line. ( You inconsider-

RETERT, W REmEL,  ate fool)
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(home, always, common, food)

e mmem e eeeceeeceseceseeeieasceeteseteseesemmsassesseeseessesesetescssecesncenanannns feeeeememeeneceeceeeieeeemeseeacecenaceeeaeseaaeeeeeeneenaeenneas]

FHEER i jiachang bidnfan | a common occurrence, routine

If my memory serves me right, he

T T e T \ was always fighting with his girl.

s N Y Vi 18 s friend'

Zai wd de jiyi li, ta hé ta nlipéngyou chdojid jidnzhi shi jiachdng bianfan.

(cunning, argue)

. Lo | to justify oneself ( very
BEhE . jidobian ; .
i { negative)

(I, yesterday, go, have class; so, not, able, 5

help, you) I had class yesterday so I could not

...........................................................................................................................................................................

WO zubtian qu shangke le, sudyl méi néng bang ni.

(you, yesterday, definitely, not, go to class, : I know for a fact that you did not go

don’t justify youself) i to class yesterday. Don’t justify

B) YREER BHBAEE R LR, I REHE T o yourself.

Ni zubtian mingming méiydu shangke, bié zai jiGobidn le.

(foot, step on, two, MW, boat

............................................................ T T T T TR

I .. - it tWo-time
' Ljilo o liang zhT | 0 twothme @ persom
HERFIAM i : i have two boy/girlfriends
i chudn i .
’ i at the same time

(to fall, to tumble)

to blunder, to be unsuc-

cessful
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(you, not, able, two-time person, ) |

i You cannot get away with having
be unsuccessful) ; _ ]
I e two companions at the same time.

B L - dozhan énitpick, ask for specifics
_  jicozhénr i

i when it is not necessary

(here, should, read, “huar”, not, is, !

hua) .......................................................................... Here you should read huar, not hua.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Z4i zhér yinggai dd “huar”, ba shi “hud”.

(don’t, with, me, nitpick)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Blydo gén wd jiaozhénr.

(release, boredom)

............................................................ e e e e e e ee e eseee e e e e eeeeeeeeeesaeeeeacceeeescsscoccesecans

i divert oneself from bore-

dom

1

(I, very, bored, we, go, bar, divert from !

boredom) i I am really bored. Let’s go to the

bar to liven things up a little.

BT, 18 O A 5L ;

Wo hén wilido, zaGnmen qu jilba ji&jié menr.

(drive, night, vehicle‘)

HERE kai yéché pull an all-nighter
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(I, tomorrow, must, hand in, thesis, tonight, I have to hand in my thesis tomor-

must, pull an all-nighter) o Tonight I will definitely be
RIIR LI, S MBS, . pulling an all-nighter.

WO mingtian déi jiao linweén, jinwan dei kai yeche.

IFl | kaishuan | to make fun of, to tease

(they, always, like, 1 f, Xiao Zhang, ,

but, he, never, angry) : They always tease Xiao Zhang but

i he never gets upset about it.
AT B MRS,

Tamen zdng xihua XiGo Zhang |

'ké ta céng bu shéngqi.

il kdn to shoot the shit, to chat

(he, this, MW, person, nothing to do, then, When he doesn’ t have anything else

love to chat) i to do, he likes to sit around and

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Ta zhé ge rén méi shir jit &i shén kan.

(see, go, eyes)

FER | kan zduydn | to see wrong
(I, thought, this, MW, pen, is, mine) :
............. ““" I thought thiS pen was mine.
A) HU X BRI, |
W yiwéi zhé zht bl shi wo de.
(you, to see wrong, it, is, mine) :
e You made a mistake. It is mine.
B) EEMRT, SRR, g

NI kan zbuydn le, ta shi wo de.
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) | shoulder the responsibility; ca-
N | kang z . .
i i pable of doing something

(this, matter, not, easy, do, you, one, MW,
person, shoulder, able, QW) ‘ This is not an easy task. Can you

: handle it all by yourself?

Zhe shir bu hdo ban, ni yi ge rén kang de zht ma?

5 | | kéng | to cheat
(I, from, airport, take a cab, to, hotel, by, :
cab, driver, cheat) : I was cheated by the cab driver from

FM HLE 4T 0 B4R % B2 1AL % 71 HLY | the airport to my hotel.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

il kduménr very cheap, stingy

(you, tdo, cheap, one, time, even, not, :

: You are so cheap, haven’ t ever
treat, me, eat) :

R treated me.

BEIKITILT, —K R ERER,

.......................................................................................................................................

, yi ¢l yé méiydu ging wo chifan.

kouménr le

Get out of here with that!

ETRE UL ' Laddo ba! L
g i (junk)

(you, just, enter, company, half, year, right '

away, want, to be, manager, get out of here | You just entered the company half a

year ago and you want to be manag-
i er. Get out of here with that!

YRR 32 R 24 4 B AR B, R EIPEAR |

Ni gdng jin gongsT ban nidn jit xidng dang jingli, laddo ba ni.

with that)
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(sloppy/sloppy, devil)

8/ 88 R lata/Iatagul very messy/a slob

(look, your, clothes, so, dirty, you, this,
MW, slob) . Look at how dirty your clothes are.

........................................................................................... : You slob!

Kan ni yifu ndme zang, ni zhé ge Iatagui!

(waste, mouth, tongue)

RFEOE langféi kdushé waste your breath

(I, not, want, hear, any, excuse, don’t, |

H ’
waste your breath) [ don’ t want to hear any excuses.

........................................................................................... Don’t waste your breath.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

WO bl xidng ting rénhé jiekdu, blydo langféi kdushé.

(earn, outside, money)

o | earn extra money on the
AR | 1Go waikudi o .

§ i side
(he, daytime, work, nighttime, do part-time, : He has a steady job during the day
_earn extra money on the side) : and does random things at night to

AR LI, B b 3ERAT THEAMR | earn some side money.

Ta baitian shangban, wdanshang jianzhi ddgong lao waikudi.

i excuse me ( when asking

&
&3

' 1G0jia | ,
g { for somebody’s help)

(excuse me, let, me, go through) |
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" i Excuse me, please let me go by.

8, kK%,

.......................................................................................... lescasomsnccocncoccemmcncnnscccacecaccnccansressaccccsacasssscacncascrnnencansass

L&ojid, rang wo gudqu.
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EZEH [Gobdixing middle class, average Joe

(I, am, MW, quiet, average Joe)

I-'". .................................................. I am a very average persomn.
REITBRBREHENERH,

W6 shi ge momd wi wén de 1Gobdixing.

(old, falling out, tooth)

ZMr Idodidoya outdated, obsolete

(this, MW, black - white television set, al- : )

i This black and white TV set is so
ready, outdated, should, buy, MW, new one) :
........................................................................................... ; old. You ShOUld buy a new one al_

XEBHEUNELEET T, Mi%X | read
z v

Zhe tai héi-bai dianshijT yijing IGodidoyd le, yinggdi mdi tdi xin de.

(old, dirt)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

This slang is usually used as a joke to insult a person. The scope of this word is very large.
As long as you feel the person should be aware of, or know how to use a piece of equipment,

but he does not, it can be used.

(computer, you, even, not, know, truly, is | You don’t even know what a com-

MW, person from the countryside) . puter is. You really are a person

R EAE, ER N EL, who is behind the times.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Diann&o ni dou bu zhiddo, zhén shi ge Idotu.

(old, outside)

25 L IGowdi foreigner

This slang is the most common word used to describe foreigners. It first originat-

ed in the late 70s and early 80s following the Opening Up and Reform Policy.
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(BLCU, forei_g_f‘ef » very, many ) ___________________________ . There are many foreigners at Beijing
FRIESTKEEZES, . Language and Culture University.

..................................................................................................................

Béijing YUyan Daxué Idowai hén dud.

EF 16izi
%F tiGozi

{you, crazy; here, so, many, cops, you, still,

cop (Pig, derogative)

You are crazy. This place is swarm-
sell, porn)

ﬁiﬁ]’?izjung%%/%%fﬂi ing with police and you still sell
B JL:’ ) , pornography

...........................................................................................................................................................................

NI féng le? Zhér name duod tidozi/|éizi, ni hai mdai mdaopianr?

(put down, pole)

kT ! lido tidozi | to quit a job

(as, student, cadre, you, shouldn’t, during, i

work, most, critical, moment, to quit a job) i As class chairman, one cannot quit

YERZE A T8, %Tﬁ&ﬁlf?%é&%&’) at the most critical point.
R L T S

Zudweéi xuésheng ganbl, ni bu néng zai gongzud zui guanjian de shihou lido
ticozi.

(two, kind, thing)

............................................................ e e e ne e ee e e e eeemiageteeceetaesesetaetteataaaanaaaacaeseremrmeassaannteesonans]

Lk i lidng ma shi | two different matters

(she, only, is, donkey shit ball, appearanceé

smooth; you, why, with, her, together) She is attractive but that is all. Why

A) MR BIEERRE N, HRATA are you with her?

............................................................................................................................................................................

Ta zhi shi 1Gféngid biGomidn gudng. NT wéi shénme gén ta zdi yigi?
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(don’t, worry, make friends, and, marriage, ! , ) .
) : Don’ t worry. Having a friend and

are, two different matters) i

.......................................................................................... .§ gettlng marI'IEd are tWO [Otauy dif_

B) H.O, KA BRRIEE, ferent things.

Bié danxin, jido péngyou hé jiéhlin shi liding ma shi.

N g JLAR | ligerléng  tricks, games
(our, today’s, class, by, cancle)
“““““““““““““““““““ S Today’s class was canceled.
A) RATA RE BRI T,

Women jintian de ke bei quxido le.
(less, with, me, come, this, trick) '
........................................................................................... Stop messing around with me.

............................................................................................................................................................................

This slang is almost always used in a joking manner between friends. Students A and B are

classmates. A is joking around with B because he knows B does not want to go to class.

& { [Thai i fierce, strict, intense,

(his, cold, very, intense)

Ta de ganmdo hén Thai.

(our, teacher, very, strict, if, late, right !

away, trouble) ’ Our teacher is really strict. If you

i are late one second, he is mad.

Women de Idoshi hén lihai, rigud chiddao jiu mafan le.

(Iverson, basketball, play, very, intense) Allen Iverson plays ( basketball )
Y HRERITEREE, very intensely.

Aif(xun 1angit d& de hén [ihai.
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(leave, music note)

(this, MW, clothing, quality, both, poor,

and, ugly, ask, 300 yuan, 100, go beyond i This quality of this piece of clothing

what is proper) ! is both poor and ugly. Asking 300

X RRFRNE, Gk R, E=A & RMB is absolutely crazy.

i in an efficient manner

. He does things in a very efficient

{ manner.

EEIL libwanr to go for a stroll

Eal

(we, eat, over, dinner, go out, for a stroll, :

good, not, good) i After we finish eating dinner, what

.......................................................................................... J do you say we go for a stroll?

............................................................................................................................................................................

Zanmen chi wan wanfan, chiqu lidglidwanr hdo bu hdo?

S

o ' in an awful mess, at sixes
-t/ | luan qi ba zdo :
i and sevens
(his, room, in an awful mess) :
.................. ‘. HIS room is a pigsty.
B AL /A, |

Ta de fangjian luan qi ba zao.
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L | annoying; taking 5 minutes to say
5L ; ludsuo a .
; i something that should take 2

dy. 9o'clock |
wet Get up! It’s 9 o’ clock already.

............. e eateesntesastocsonteataacnccamiaaaaaaracanansnarrannereemnsrerrennsscancnonseos]

 jiti dian le.

(you, how, this, annoying; I, again, lie, a§
i Why are you so annoying? I will be

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" { up in a minute.

............................................................................................................................................................................

NI z€nme zhéme Iludsuo? WO zdi tang huir.

BT EF | o éwell—connected; know im-
L0zl yé ‘

portant people in high places

. o ' le i
(you, know important people in high places, | You really know important people in

such, difficult, task, even. make it) high places. Even the most difficult

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ' of tasks you still manage to get

VRBs TS B, AR FHEIET o | done.

NI Itzi gou y& de, ndme ndan de shi dou ban chéng le.

(no, way of doing something)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

¢ there is nothing that can

Belpik méi banfa ;
i be done
(oo, lare, you, stil, study) 15 so late. You are sill studying,
A) X AMpARDHT? - ah?
Zhéme wan ni hai xuéxi?
(no choice, tomorrow, will, have test) - I have no choice. I have a test
B) %Ak, MREFR, - tomorrow.

Méi banfd, mingtian y&o kdoshi.
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(nothing, say)

WHY méi de shud perfect, flawless

(his, girlfriend, both, pretty, and, smart,

perfect) ;HIS girlfriend is attractive and

........................................................................................... { smart, flawless.

Ta nlpéngyou you pidoliang ydu cdngming, méi de shud.

(no, way)

............................................................ i m et eeeeeeeeaeaeeaee et tere e et b ete e e e ae et et ereeoc o oreeoeeeesattanctaceannaanend
B i H

i there is no way

It"s too cold. There is no way to go

!

i swimming.

. I have something to take care of.

. There is no way that I can go.

W3 ybu shir, méi far qu.
(without, interest)
&3 L méi jin | uninteresting, boring

(with, you, together, truly, uninteresting, [,

leave) Being with you is uninteresting. I

............................................................................. .i gotta go.

PR E— R ER, RET . ;

Gen ni zai yigi zhen méi jin, wd zdu le.
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®ITL méi ménr no way
(you, able, 10, your, new, car, lend, me, |
A Can I borrow your new car?
A) VREEIEIRI B R 7 .

Ni néng bd ni de xin ché jié wd ma?
B) &ITJL! No way!

Méi ménr!

(no, music of the song)

Wik L méi pur i not certain

(vou, when, return, country) :
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" : When are you going home?
&) 1532 )LER? A

NI dud huir huigud?

(this, thing, not certain, depend on, money, | | am not sure. It depends on

enough. mot, enough) | whether or not my money is
B) XH B L, FHEBAE, enough.

Zhé shi méi plr, kan gian gou bu gou.

(no, discussion)

. o ' not. open for discussion;
BlR : méi shangliang g
g i closed case

(this, thing, not open for discussion, you,
must, listen, mine, 1, absolutely, not, | This matter is not open for discus-

i sion; you have to listen to me on

XEILERE, BT R, T3k this one. I am absolutely positive.
5, 3

.......................................................................................... T I I N —r——..

Zhe shir méi shangliang, ni déi ting wo de, wod juédui méi cud.
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(no, end, no, finish) |

............................................................ T Tttt e D e L LSRR PP PR PP L RO P ORI SPPRES
'

BE®T . méi wan méi lidlo | no end

(they, once, drink, alcohol, then, noend) ! Opce they start drinking there is no
.......................................................................................... ' end in sight.

Tamen yi hé jit jiu méi wan méi lido.

(he, raise, question, no end) He asks a million questions. ( very
flb R A BB E BT T o  annoying)

Ta ti wenti méi wan méi lido.

(If, you, again, laugh, me, [, then, with, !

you, no end) . If you continue laughing at me, you

i will not hear the end of it.

ROgud ni zai xido wd, wod jil gén ni méi wan.

® 3K méi xi hopeless, no way

(I, able, test into, Peking University,
Qw)

A RMEE RIS

Do you think I can test into Peking U-

| niversity? (China’s best university)

(you, no hope; you, !

B) 1R,

Ni méi xi. NI

(no, shadow, thing)

........................................................ et e a e e s adea et asatatitacasea st et aiteate e e Teeeeeneans e e ae anes aet e asatttm nasaasaranns
'

| dless, unfounded,
&%JLB‘]; 5 mél y‘l'ngr de Shi : grounaless uniounde

i preposterous
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(I, heard, you. have, girlfriend)
A) RIrRRBELHRT,

T W tingshud ni ydu nlipéngyou le.

1 I heard you have a girlfriend now.

(that, is, groundless)

B) ﬁB%ZQ%)LFﬂ%o

Na shi méi yingr de shi.

| That is groundless. (He does not want

others to know. )

(no, regret, medicine, can, eat)

BAHRHH A |

pesesrencassesaracacstonacnans

méiydu houhui yao ké Chl

i there is nothing that can

be done; there is no use

, bemg regretful

(I, truly, regret, not, with, that, MW,

company, sign; result, now, even, work,
don’t have)

A RAGHBEABRRRARES,
g RBAEE TERRA

gongzud dou meiydu.

| ny’s job offer. As a result, I have no

W& zhén houhul méiydu gén na ua gongsn qlonyue Jleguo xianzai Ilan

I really regret not taking that compa-

job now.

(now, regret, have, what, use; world, on,

no, regret, rnedlcme, can, eat)

B) H'.EF‘IE%‘H A7 ’[ﬁﬁj:&ﬁ
G,

Xidnzai houhui you shénme yong? Shijié shang méiydu houhui ydo ké chr.

What good does regretting it now do?

| In the world, there is no regret

medicine that can cure your problem.

(no, track of a wheel)

. méi zhé

......................................................................................

there is nothing that can

be done
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(you, why, so, early[ earlier than expect-

ed], nght away, go home)

A) A2 2 B ER?

NI weéi shénme name z&o jiu huf jia?

| Why are you going home so early?

(my, wife, at, home, wait, me, no choice)

My old lady is waiting for me at home.

W4 1Gopo zdi jia déng wd, méi zhé.

(not, accurate) -

i méi zhlnr

i not definite, hard to say

(you, when, fmlsh thls, work)

A) ﬁ”ﬁ‘ HH%?%‘*(%JL"

NI shénme shihou gan wdén zhé hudr

| When are you going to finish this

work?

(that, stress, hard to say)

%B'I%EPE)L

Na k& méi zhunr.

i mianzi

1 ¥

i face, respect

Chinese are famous for their great conce

[1} 1
rn over face”, the concept of respect.

(give, face)

i géi mianzi

BT

—

i to give respect

(he, in, colleague, front, say, PT, me,
very, many, good, words, truly, is, very,

glve me respect)

AR AT KR SR, R

His saying good things about me in
front of my colleagues really gave me

face.

midnzi.

Td zdi téngshi miangian shudle wod hen dud hdo hud, zhén shi hén géi wo
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(have, face)

Al { yOu midanzi { have respect, to be respected

(very, many, people, come, celebrate, his

birthday, make, him, feel, very, have respect) | A lot of people came to celebrate his

BEARDEMAYE B, LB | brithday so he felt very respected.

Hén dud rén I14i zhuhe ta de shéngri, rang ta juéde hén ydu midnzi.

(no. face)

........................................................ A R RS
H H

& F : méi midnzi i no face, embarrassed

(you, in public, laugh, me, make, me,

very. embarrassed) Your laughing at me in public made me

really embarrassed.

Ni ddngzhdng chdoxido wod, rang wd hén méi mianzi.

i 15/ A 4 | nai de/bu zhi can (not) tolerate

(she, can’t tolerate, loneliness, not, again,

study) She can’ t stand being lonely, so she

AR, REMENT,

Ta ndi bu zht jimd, bl zai zud xuéwen le.

1 did not continue the life of research.

(take, person's, hand, short, eat, person’ s mouth soft)

R ; | nd@ rén de shou dudn, chi rén de zui
£ ANMFHE, 2 AR i

This slang is the principle that a favor must be returned by a favor; if someone

does something for you, how can you refuse if they ask you for a favor?

(you, why, wxll help, hlm)

A) R L E R

NI wéi shénme y&o bdngzhu ta?

| Why are you going to help him?
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(no choice; he, treat, me, eat, PT, food,
hand,

person S, mouth soft)

B) 1 &ﬂ\{io TR

grab, person's, short, eat,

TR I

I have no choice. He treated me to din-

“ ner so I must return the favor.

ANk

Méi banfd. Ta qing wd chiguo fan, né rén de shdu dudn, chi rén de zul rudn.

ndr zhiddo

536 JL %0 E

, how is, are, am supposed to
know? (used as a rhetorical

’ question) .

(he, when, come back)

Td shénme shihou huilai?

When is he coming back?

(1, where, know)

B) WL &3

WO ndr zhiddo?

(which, pot, not, boiled, raise, which, pot)

598 2 7 FF 42 W A

né hi bl kai ti

bringing up  somebody’s

nd hi | ,
t Achilles’ Heel (said as joke)

(your, Enghsh test, how)

A) 'f;ﬁmﬁlﬁi??%f #?

Ni de Yingyl ko de z&nmeyang?

1 How was your English test?

(don’ t, bring up somebody’ s Achilles’
Heel)

B) REWGEATFRME,

Blydo nd ha bu kai ti nd ha.

B has had difficulty with his English stu

that A is mentioning this topic makes hi

dies for quite some time so the mere fact

I uneasy.




s o | to do something so much that
{sz1EH+HiKT i dongci + ni le é ) y .
§ i you are sick of doing it

(VICDonald_ s, L, already’ eat’ bored) R have eaten so much McDonald’s that

3 W &Ek_r_naﬁTo I don’t want to eat it anymore.

Maidangldo, wd yijing chi ni le.

"(thls MW, Bame, L already, play’ S‘Ck Of) |1 have played this game so much that I

ﬁAﬁ?Xﬁ?ﬁEZébﬁJLﬂﬁtTo don’t want to play it any longer.

Zhé ge ybuxi wo yijing wanr ni le.

S nid awesome, kick ass, great
(Ph]ladelphxa, 76ers, play, very, klck ass)

%%ibitn)\li}\ﬂﬁ%ﬁ4=

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Féichéng Qi-litrén Dul d& de hén nid.,

1 The 76ers are really playing great.

(hit, board)

L pai banr \ make the final decision

(this, MW, thing, boss, not, make the fi-

nal decision, nobody, all, not, dare, move) | The boss has not made the final deci-

ﬁ1¢$)L%$ﬁiﬁﬁ#ﬂﬁ)L HEER A HR | sion, so no one will dare do anything.

Zhé jian shir I@obdn méiydu pai bdnr, shéi dou bu gan dong.

(pat, horse, ass)

Eizp Y pal mdpi to kiss ass
(he, is, a, MW, love, kiss ass, small person)

R BMDRE A,

Ta shi yi ge ai pai mapi de xidorén.

1 He is an ass-kisser.
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(fat, mound)

BEBL g pangdiinr fat little kid
(look, you, this, MW, fat kid, heard, PT,
diet, this, MW, word, QW) Look at you, you fat bastard. Have you

“E‘ﬁ’ﬁ/‘%fﬁ(ﬂ lﬁlﬁ B&Hl‘lﬁ"u‘ﬂ ever heard of the word diet?

Kan ni zhé ge pangdinr, tingshudguo jianféi zhé ge ci ma?

(drop, anchor)

bk paomao | to breakdown (vehicle)

(my, car, at, half, road, on, break down)
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" My car broke down on the road.

WO de ché zdi banltu shang paomaéo le.

IRZ] . paotdng { did not come to fruition

(because, no, money, our, plan, finally, .
Due to lack of money, our plan did not
come to naught)

""""""" e come to fruition.

Yinwei méi gian, women de jihud zuihou paotdng le.

(trick, you, am, small, dog)

If I am tricking you, I
IR/ Pidn ni shi xido gou. am a small dog. (I am

 telling the truth)

(1, not, believe, you, will, treat, me, eat,
food) I do not believe that you will take me

-A) &**Ef“ %’Elﬁ‘& ’ﬁ

WO b xiangxin ni ydo ging wo chifan,

1 out to eat.
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(I. will, if I am tricking you, I am a small
dog) Of course I will. If I am tricking you I

am a small dog.

Wo hui de, rigud pian ni wod shi xi&io gou.

P | garrulous, always talking
# : pin é :
i (very negative)

(you, fhlSa person, very, garrulou%) You are a very talkative person. (Shut

RiX Aﬁ.ﬁo the hell up already! )

Ni zhé rén zhén pin.

b . ' ,
(do not, with, me, always talkmg) Don’t talk back to-me! or Don’t start

BRRR

Bi¢ gén wo pin!

1 talking trash with me. (I’ m in no

(money, not, is, 10,000, able, but, no, money, is, 10,000, 10,000, not, able)

BARTIGEN, HEBAREN AR,

Qidn bl shi wannéng de, ddnshi méiydu gian shi wanwan bu néng de.

Money is not everything, but no money means you can’t do anything.

(lover, eye, inside, come from, one of the four famous beauties in ancient China)

‘ ' Beaut th {
PN ST OTngrén yan 1i chi Xisht. @ o is in the eye o
5 i the beholder.

(his, girlfriend, not, good looking, but,
he, very, like, her; truly, is, beauty is in | His girlfriend is not pretty but he likes

the eye of the beholder) her anyway. It truly is a case that

Tk KR, TR & db, B | “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder”.
RMAMRRBIIE:

Ta nlpéngyou bl hdokan, ké ta hén xihuan td. Zhén shi gingrén yan li cha
Xishi.
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(poor, nothing left, egg)

?z‘%ﬁ ; giénggudngdan ; poor egg, flat broke

(is, not, is, you, treat)

A) RRRHEE?

Shi bu shi ni gingke?

-1 Aren’t you going to take me out?

_(how’ pOSS'ble' I, am, one, MW poor egg) | How can [ take you out? I am flat

B) EAMM? RE—IHE, | broke.

Zénme kénéng? WO shi yi ge gidnggudngdan.

AL x rényudnr ability to get along with
i i others, popular

(his, ability to get along with others, very,

B0 e He is very popular.

fts NG JLIRAF

Ta rényuanr hén hdo.

(enter, town, follow, customs)

........................................................ D

N Pl L, { when in Rome, do as
A SR rii xidng suf s ’
Romans do

(arrive, PT, China, right away, should,
use, chopsticks, “When in Rome, do as Ro- | When you arrive in China, you should
mans do”) use chopsticks. “When in Rome do as

| Romans do.”

BT PEMMZAETF, A SRR,

Ddole Zhonggud jill yinggdi yong kudizi, ri xidng suf s ma.
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frud | pathetic, feeble

i )
Word, not, able, use) Are you that pathetic? You

don’ t even know how to use

(fill up, tooth, gap)

......................................................... thtfu
=4 ' sai ya fong not enough to fill up
? i teeth gaps

(only, this, little, food, even, not, e-

nough. fill up teeth gaps) This little amount of food can’t even

A X 285 Lg i, B A I8 O R0

Cai zhéme didnr chi de, hdi bl gou sai y& féng de.

fill up teeth gaps.

(be born, not, bring, die, not, take away)

(don't, 10, money, look, too, heavy, be | Don’ t place ‘too much importance on
born, not, bring, die not, bring) | money. It is not with you when you
PIBEEFEBANE, E AWK, BEARH | are born and you cannot take it with
. | you when youdie.

Bié bd gidn kan de tai zhong, shéng b daildi, si ba ddiqu.

(teacher, instructor)

The original meaning of shifu is a model worker. Today it is used as a respectful
way of addressing a male stranger, especially when you have a question to ask or

need service in a store. It is similar to gémenr, but a little bit more respectful.
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(master, watermelon, how, sell)

Shifu, xigud zénme mai?

Ta ba ta de nlipéngyou g&i shudi le.

Ji:) shudi to dump boy/girlfriend
(he, 10, his, girlfriend, give, dump)

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" He dumped his girlfriend.

i L IRAERT .

L

%shudng

i awesome, comfortable,

! ecstasy

The usage of shudng is very wide. It can be used to describe a great feeling, the
satisfactory usage of a product, and the happiness received from the participation
in a given activity.

FiE + zhig + R + RR

Subject + ddngci + qilai + hén shudng

When the action is still in progress, use qilai.

(this, MW, computer, use, very, comfort-

Zhé tdi dianndo yong qilai hén shudng.

This computer is really easy to use.

FiE+ohig+ B+ RR

Subject + dongci + de + hén shudng

When the action has already been comp

leted, use de.

(we, today, eat, very, comfortable)

Women jintian chi de hén shudng.

We ate really well today.

(you, feel, how)

A) IRIRIEE ARE?

NI gdinjué zénmeydng?
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(very, comfortable)

........................................................................................... : I have’ a feeling of ecstasy!
B) R¥E, :
Hén shudng!
BWET | shud bai le ' to be frank
(to be frank, I, not, want, go)
.......................................................................................... ,. TO be frank, I dOI’l,t want to go.

Shud bai le, wd bu xiang qgu.

(say, Cao Cao, Cao Cao, arrive)

R, ERA,

e e e C(]o ...........................................................
b i speaking of the devil
i Gao dao. ;

(speaking of the devil; we, just, discuss, you,

you, then, come) | Speaking of the devil. We were just

Shud Cdo Cdo, Cao Cdo ddo. Wdmen gang yildn ni, ni jia 14i le.

(speak, out, words, long)

WA IE K { shud 1&i hud chang it’s a long story

(Xiao Zhang, and, Xiao Wang, how, each? :
other, not, speak, words) Why don’t Xiao Zhang and Xiao

........................................................................................... ‘ Wang talk anymore?

Xi&o Zhang hé Xido Wang zé&nme hlxiang bu shuohua le?

(speak, out, words, long)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ] It’s a long Story!

B) #kKiEK!

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Shud 1di hud chang!
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(dead, definitely)

............................................. T L ST TET TR EREPRPRERREEE

P ! encounter a very unfavorable situa-
FLET i si ding le '

tion (usually used as a joke)

(you, dare, speak, true, words, you, right !
away, in bad situation) If you tell the truth, it will not be

pleasant.

......................................................................................

NI gan shuo shihua, ni jiu si ding le.

(you, if, steal, eat, my, bread, you, then, in If you try and steal my bread, you

bad situation) - will find yourself in a very unfavor-

HRERMGCERVE G, FHREET  able position. (joking)

NI y&oshi tou chi wd de mianbdo, ni jil si ding le.

hiE + LR T dongci + si wo le verb+ to a point of death
(you, scare, death, me)
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" i You scared me to death!

RIPSER T o §

Ni xid si wo le.

(hungry, death, me)

e . [’m starving to death!

WK, :

E si wd le.
| (hoidin, deach, me) 1 have 10 go to the bathroom very
MR T . bad.

Bié sl wo le.

. . gto et in good with some-
EiLF : tdojinhu 08 &

i one, very derogative

(don’t, try to get in with me, I, help, not,
i . . .
able, you, what, favor) i Stop trying to get in good with me.

i I can’t do anything for you.

Bié gén wd taojinhu, wd bang bu lido ni shénme mang.
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(jump, water trough)

Bk tidocdo | switch jobs

(other, company, give, him, even, higher, ! ]
o : Another company offered him a
salary, so, he, switch jobs) :

.......................................................................................... .g h' h 1 . N .
S1H0 2 712 o 3 25 0 Bk 97 LI B A igher salary so he quit his job and

i went to work there.

Biéde gongsT géi ta géng gdo de xinshui, sudy’ ta tidocho le.

BEE—T tdngréng yixia ' make an exception

(female student, dorm, male student, not, !

able, enter) Men students are not permitted to

| enter the female students’ dorm.

Nilishéng slshé nanshéng bl néng jin!

(he, is, my, brother, able, not, able, makeé

an exception) He is my brother. Can you make an

. exception?

* A is the security guard of B’s dorm.

(play, end)
P i game over, come to the
I L5E i wanrwan i
? i end, screw up

(this, MW, thing, you, must, very, careful,
have, a little, mistake, our, plan, will, screw You have to carefully watch every

up) . step. Any mistake from you will

|

XEERLBTIEE /DO, H—RILR K screw up the entire plan.
BmmelE, e

Zhé jian shi ni bixu féichang xidoxin, ydu yididnr shanshi wémen de jihud jiu

qudan wanrwan.
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(ask, this, ask, that)

[i] 3 [5] 7B { wén zhé wen na : ask a million questions

(you, don't, at, my, body, ask a million !

questions, annoy, death) Don’t always ask me a million ques-

BARBELER G HFXFEI, FET. |

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Ni blydo zdi wo shénbidn wen zhé wen na, fén si le.

tions. It annoys me to death.

BEE wonangfei good-for-nothing

(he, is, MW, utter, good-for-nothing, any,
matter, all, do, not, able) i He is totally good-for-nothing. He

Ta shi ge shizi de wonangféi, shénme shir dou gan bu 4i.

T FTiB i wisudwei i be indifferent, not matter

(you, want, eat, what) 5
e : What do you want to eat?

A) REEH A7

............................................................................................................................................................................

NI xiding chi shénme?

(I, indifferent, listen, yours) :
e [V ] et whatever you want.

This slang is used to express a pretty girl with an ugly guy.
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(you, hear, our, school flower, and, class Did b b he h oy
H ou hear that the hottest
one's, Xiao Wang, hook up, QW) Tt i im

R T R B BE R o school hooked up with  Xiao

i Wang from class one?

NI tingshud zdnmen de xidohud hé yi ban de Xido Wang tan shang le ma?

(no way, with, that, MW, fatty; truly, is, .

o . i No way, with that fatty. That real-
fresh flower placed inside cow’s shit) i v is *Fresh fl laced inside th
N i ly is "Fresh flower placed inside the
B) A&IE, MIARABEF7? RESFIEMHTE |

i shit of a cow’.

Bd hul ba, hé nd ge pangzi? Zhén shi xianhud cha zai niG fén shang.

(first, down, hand, become, strong)

KT FHRE - xidn xia shdu wéi giang | worm; he who strikes first

| | gets the advantage
(French fries, how, eat, nothing left) . How do you guys eat all the fries?
A) BRELZGZET? | (Some nerve of you!)

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Shiitido zénme chi méi le?

(you, come, too, late, we, already, the early i

...........................................................................................

: xi@o cdi yi dié i a piece of cake

(this, problem, too, easy, simply, be, pieceé _ ) _
i This problem is very easy, piece of

...........................................................................................

Zhé wénti t&i jiandan fe, jidnzhi shi xido cdi yi dié.
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(little, secretary)

/DR i xidomi { little secretary

A xidomi is the mistress of a married businessman. Obviously, he cannot say in
public that his companion is his girllriend, so she is introduced as his “secre-

tary”. Later this word evolved to describe any mistress or slutty girl. Very nega-

tive.

o stop, not being able to go
2 | xigécdi i ’

: i on

(his, computer, level, very, pathetic, comput-
er, once, appear, problem, he, then, be pissed i His computer skills are so pathetic

off) | that once something is wrong with

At EL B 7K - AR 2=, fB JigE— Bt ) & i 58 his computer, he will be pissed off.

Ta dianndo shuiping hén cha, didnndo yidan chi weénti ta jiu xiécai.

(heart, hurt)

P i Xinténg be stingy, cheap

(you, don’t, be cheap with, your, vehicle)
........................................................................................... 1, DOH, t be stingy Wlth your car.

HRAELERNE, :

NI blydo xinténg ni de ché.

2321 Exidli | to beat up someone

...........................................................................................................................................................................

XiQll means to repair. When used as a slang means that you will beat someone up

so as to fix them.

(1, will, fix, you) .
Ceeemasessimmasmssscesssesscetmescsemeseesencaaemcecattsereoasoeat oot enrteeesanan s annn) I will fix you!
REBER :

...........................................................................................................................................................................

WO ydo xidli ni!




Slang 349

(mute)
: : What’s wrong? Cat’s got
W T? Ydaba le? your tongue? Why aren’t
| you speaking?
tyou, how, not, shesk, aeyoumute) o Why are you not speaking. What's
WELZRRIET, B T? wrong? Cat’s got your tongue?

NI z&nme bl shudhua le, ydba le?

(press down, road)

to take a stroll with boy /

%, O 5% a mald i

y i girlfriend
(they, two, everyday, all, go for astroll) | They go for a stroll together every-
{1 E R AL T BE day

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Y& madll is used to describe the action of a couple walking around their neighbor-
hood.

(eye, not, see, heart, not, be annoyed)

: L If you don’ t look at it,
HRAR, ODAB : y&n bu jian, xin bu fan 4 ,

E i you won't be upset.

(heard, your, son, with, daughter-in-law, a-
i1 heard your son and daughter-in-
gain, flght)

law are fighting again.

Tingshuo ni érzi hé érxifu you chdojia le.

(I, don't get involved, anyway, they, not, '
live, in, house. inside, if I don’t look at it, 1t ' Idon’t get involved. They don’ t

wont upset me) hve here. As long as mv eyes don’t

B) BAAREWR, R FMMNAHEERE, see it, it doesn’t bother me.
TR IO AR H,

........................................................................................................................

WO cdi bl gudn ne, fanzhéng tamen bu zhi zdi jia li, wd yan bu jidn Xin bu

fan.
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{color)

.............................................................................................

REAH— LR ER.  ing!

............................................................................................................................................................................

Wo ydo géi ni yididnr yanse kankan.

(night, cat)

BT yemaozi night owl; person who stays up late

(you, again, play, PT, all night, truly, :
are, MW, night owl) : You stayed up all night again! You re-
" ally are a night owl.

BREILT —BH, LR BT,

NI you wanrle yi tongxido, zhén shi ge yémaozi.

(same as, sensibleness)

.................................................. f et ee et e ettt eeeeiisaeeteeee it qeNe e ate s et et e aeta et eatsaessae e atsanase s am i aanaseann

— & Wi i yiban jianshi | to stoop to someone’s level

To lower oneself to the level of somebody; to stoop to somebody’s lower level; 1 am a better

person than you are, therefore, there is no reason for me to argue with you.

(I, not, want, with, you, stoop to your !
1

level) [ am not willing to stoop to your level.

AR L, |

W b xidng gén ni yibdn jianshi.

(one, piece, money, one, piece, goods)

......................................................... = e e e s ee ettt a o ee et e e e e m e aceesioaceeasmeseseemennanan.ananananannns

—a ik, — %R yi fen qgian, yi fén huod you get what you pay for

(this, MW, TV set, quality, very, poor) The quality of this television is very

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Zhé tai dianshiji .de zhiliang hén chad.
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(you, expect, what, you, only, spend, '
_PT $100: you get what you pay for. ) You only spent US $100. What do
B) 1/’]7*5‘ %’H’ 1’1’ T?:ET E%ﬁ you expect? You get what you pay for.

NI zhiwang shénme? NI cdi hudle yibdi méijin. Y1 fén gidn yi fén huo.

(one, mouthful, eat, not, able, MW, fat person)

A _ . ! things can’t happen overnight
. yI kou chi bu lico ge :

—AEATAEF P i (usually used to encourage or
: pangzi 5
| . i comfort a person)

(Chinese, 106, difficult, study, I, want, '

_quxt) Chinese is too difficult. I want to quit!

Hanyl tcu nan xué !e wo xidng fangai.

(there is no need, worry, things can’t hap- ! , ) ,
. | Don t worry. It takes time. Don’ t
pen overnight, slow, slow, come)

surely.

Béng zhd&oji, yi kou cht bu lido ge pangzi, manman Idi.

KA 2K R R ok youmo bu qildi not funny

(he, always, want, funny, but, not funny) | e always try to be funny but never

succeed.

R MR IR

Ta zongshi xidng youmo danshi ydumo bu qildi.

(have, money, able, make. devil, turn, millstone)

........................................................ T s s

i YOu gidn néng shi gui IUI i If you have money, you
BRI R, oL enmeng

| mo. . can do anything.
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(OJ, how, not, be sentenced, death penal- ;
: How did O] not get the death sen-
...................................................................................... ' tence?

Q] Simpson z&nme méiydu béi pan sixing?

(have, money, able, make, devil, turn, |

mlllstone) i If you have money, you can do any-

B) B RS, 0202000 TR

You gién néng shi gui tur mo.

(have, interest)

il JL youqr | interesting

L == This movie is very interesting.

Zhé bu dianying hén yduqur.

A /B you/ méi xi have/don’t have a chance

(you [polite], think, I, go to, Peking U- :
niv., have, hope, QW) Do you think I have a chance of getting

@%&‘tjw{ﬁ&uﬁ?

Nin kan wd shang Beida ydu xi ma?

" into Peking University?

%o yuanfen destiny, fate

Yudnfen is the lot or luck by which people are brought together. It is a principle of Taoism

and is believed by many Chinese.

(you, two, how, know, PT)

A){ ﬂ]ﬁﬂiu Uu,”\&‘ﬂ

Nimenlid zénme rénshi de?

1 How do you two know each other?
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(destiny)

ﬂg%% Lk, & b | yudn kan ging shan 1 | good from far but far
il | shul, jin kan Z7 ya 1ié zuf | from good

(this, MW, girl, far, look, beautiful,

close, look, ugly) E This girl looks good from far but is far

Zhé ge nlihdir yudn kan ging shan 10 shul, jin kan z7 ya 1ié zuf.

i za screw up, mess up, botch up
(whatever, thing, go to, his, hand, in, :

all, will, screw up) He screws up everything that he does.
LEMEMTRRSNE, |

Shénme shiging dao ta shoéu li jid hui ban za.

e zc1| i to cheat

(this, clothlng, I, spend, PT, 50, pieces,

money, is, not, is, cheap) I spent 50 yuan on this piece of clot-

"A) ﬁtﬂﬁ?f;ﬂ’:? 50 ﬁ%% ET\%{E : ing, pretty cheap, huh?

............................................................................................................................................................................

Zhé yifu wo hudle wishi kudi gian, shi bu shi pianyi?

(y"u once aga'“’ bee“' Cheat) o { You once again got taken! (Very ex-

B) 1' 1&%3” %pensive)

NI you beéi zdi le.
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i1 zGota | to waste

(we, don’t, order, so, many, dishes, oth- | There is no need to order so much

erwnse, waste)

ﬂEﬂ]%’JlﬁﬁB %'#é %X?&ET

food, otherwise we will end up wasting

Z&nmen bié didn name dud cdi, yaobu zdota le.

P i zao i to waste money on food

(we, tonight, eat, meal, waste, PT, 300, '

‘MW, money) We spent 300 yuan on dinner tonight.
ROABRERET SThE, N

Women jinwdn chifan zaole sanbdi kudi qgidan.

(fight, ability)

......................................................... e

&2 h | Zhandoul flghtlng ability

(your, fighting ability, very, strong) You can eat a lot! I’m surprised how

FREER S 7R 5! much you can eat. (said at the table)

Ni de zhandduli hén gidng!

(occupying, toilet, not, shit)

................................................................................................................. A

zhanzhe mdokéng bu 14 ! occupym something but
& B R ’ ¢ ¢

Shl | not using it

(you, on earth, use, not, use, computer, .

, , . L i Are you using the computer or not?
don’t, take something while not using it) D hing if

...................................................................................... on’t occupy something if you are not
HBARERAA BB 55 EFHAR |

gomg to use it.

NI daodi yong bu yong didann&o? Bié zhdnzhe maokeng bu Ia shi.
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WAEBAT zhdo rén ré rénle to piss off a person

(you, why, curse, me, I, provoke, you |

provoke, you) . Why did you curse me? Did I do some-

. thing to piss you off?

Ni wéi shénme ma wod, wo zhao ni ré ni le?

{(lock for, beating)

Ni mama bu hdokan.

_(Vou’ l°°kmg f°r a bea““_g) You are really looking for a good beat-

/J\Hiﬁ/ﬂiﬁﬂlﬁ' ing!

Ni zhGo zou/céi ne!

(find, trouble)

......................................................... [T T ST T T T LT DY TP P PR
' H

i to deliberately find fault

: with someone or their

®EIL zhdo char behavior in order to initi-
| ate an argument or make

- them look bad.

(1, work, very well, but, he, always, fmd
I am very diligent but he always goes

my fault)
- out of his way to find faults in my
j"ﬁIf?%fE% W i 3R 4R T A 2 work.

W& gongzud de hén hdo, ké ta zongshi zhdo wd de char.
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i zhudi i try to pass oneself as a master

(zhi lu wei ma, this, MW, idiom, is, |

how, derived, PT, you, know, QW)

| Do you know the origin of the Chinese

A) R TR R 2y, g | iom 20T 10 wei ma?
I G ? |

“Zhi 1t wéi ma” zhe ge chéngyl shi zénme 14i de, ni zhiddo ma?

: ’
, . : |
(don't, with, me, pass oneself as expert, ; Don’t try and pass yourself off as a

I, am, Chinese) | master. I am Chinese. (Of course [

{ know the origin, and I know it better

B) BIRIFM, REFEA, than you do. )

............................................................................................................................................................................

* A is a {oreign student of Chinese and B is Chinese.

* 5 zhuangsudn i pretend not to know, feign ignorance

(1. not, know, who, eat, PT, your, can- |
1

Y i T have no clue who ate your candy.

e e e ke e e e eea sttt a e e e s e e b o e e e aeaaaeceeaeseesaseseeraneanseanenaatantananm—ananancaataacneeoene)

W& bl zhiddo shéi chile ni de tang.

(don’t, pretend not to know, precisely, is, !
1

you) i Don’t pretend not to know. I know it

" was you.

B) A%, MR IR,

Bié zhuangsudn, jit shi ni.

(leave, person)

........................................................ oo e s e oo e e e e e e e e tceoqeeoemmeensrasseatseeteneaantaananesaae aeeresaesananansanl
' .

EA { zOu rén | to leave, to roll




Slang 357

(if, you, continue, beat around the bush, ! If you continue to beat around the

I, right away, leave)

N RGERET. R DEA,

bush, I’ m outta here. (Tone is very

Ragud ni z&i ddu quanzi, wo lima zoureén. .

A § zui gima at the very least

(he, at the very least, has, 30 age)

WREBES+S.

At the very least, he is 30.

Ta zul gimd ydu sanshi sui.
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